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AN EASTER CAROL 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold Him longer; 

Death is strong, but Life is stronger, 

Stronger than the dark, the light, 

Stronger than the wrong, the right, 

Faith and Hope triumphant say 

Christ will rise on Easter Day. 

 

While the patient earth lies waking 

Till the morning shall be breaking, 

Shuddering 'neath the burden dread 

of her Master, cold and dead --- 

Hark! she hears the Angels say 

Christ will rise on Easter Day. 

Up and down our lives obedient 

Walk dear Christ, with footsteps radiant, 

Till those garden lives shall be 

Fair with duties done for Thee 

And our thankful spirits say, 

Christ arose on Easter Day. 

 

And when sunrise smites the mountains, 

Pouring light from Heavenly fountains. 

Then the earth blooms out to greet 

Once again the blessed feet; 

And her countless voices say 

Christ has risen on Easter Day.                                                                                            

By Phillips Brooks 



Missions: Not a Solo Job 

“… Now separate for me Barnabas 

and Saul for the work to which I have 

called them.” Acts 13:2 

“… And so Barnabas took Mark and 

sailed to Cyprus.” Acts 15:39 

“… but Paul chose Silas and              

departed…” Acts 15:40 

“… Then he (Paul) took leave of the 

brethren and sailed for Syria, and 

Priscilla and Aquila were with him.” 

Acts 18:18 

It’s quite obvious, but I didn’t see it. 

For many years I have led multiple 

mission’s teams, gone on mission 

trips, and have been involved in                   

helping others find a place to serve             

on mission fields, yet I still missed it. 

It’s right there in black and white! In 

every missionary journey the Apostle 

Paul took, he never took it alone.                   

Neither did anyone else! They always 

went in teams. It didn’t always go so 

well (the Paul and John Mark incident 

shows us some reality in personality                  

conflicts), but it was clear that God 

wanted them to approach missions 

from a team effort and not as a  solo 

expedition. Now it makes more sense 

than ever.  

Although I have pretty much always 

gone on mission trips with teams or 

with another brother, I have never felt 

that this method was all that necessary 

or vital. There have been a few                   

instances where I went alone or                  

encouraged someone else to do the 

same. Last week, I returned from El 

Salvador, my 38
th
 country, and I went 

at the invitation of one of my pastors, 

Gary Bulley, at Living Stones Church 

in Cumming. The success of our trip 

was nothing short of incredible. 

Though we both prayed before leaving 

and had others praying for us, the 

combination of our unique gifts and 

our trust in each other to exercise 

those gifts had a unifying impact on 

the brotherhood of pastors that we 

taught and influenced in San Miguel 

and San Salvador.  

Pastor Bulley is a Paul. He teaches 
hard, difficult principles in such a way 
that the hearers were able to capture 
and apply the concepts to their own 
circumstances. His technique was 
completely opposite of my own, using 
handouts, projection system, white 
board, and countless hours of memo-
rizing and rehashing of his manuscript. 
He was the quintessential “professor” 
teaching on challenging topics rarely 

taught in this environment.  In many 
ways  he had to buck up against the            
accepted paradigm that had been               
fallaciously followed for generations.                 

His words were accepted, though not 

initially, but over time facial expres-
sions relaxed and trust was built                
revealing a desire to test these new 
biblical principles out and encourage 
the younger pastors to readily accept 
them as well. The results were stag-
gering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Bulley was a Paul, and I was 
his Barnabas. My job was to encour-
age the pastors where they were, in all 
that they were experiencing through 
the difficulties of ministry in this               
modern era. The challenges they face 
could only be approached with coura-
geous steel. My task was to let them 
know that I understood the reality of 
their foes and foibles, and give appro-
priate biblical encouragement in a            

palatable manner. That’s the work of a 
Barnabas. Paul had done his job, now 
it was up to Barnabas. 

So there you have it. By far this was 
one of the most successful mission 
endeavors I’ve ever experienced in my 
life, and we’re talking 38 countries, an 
innumerable amount of air miles, and 
one of the most productive trips ever. 
Pastors that were not getting along 
were reaching out to each other.    

Discouraged men had a renewed               
energy and purpose that was evident 

in their mannerisms and even their 
immediate planning.      

                             

Gary Bulley teaching seminary class 

with interpreter 

Alan Morris speaking with interpreter 

Encouraged Pastors 

Father & son reconciliation 



The desire to make sure that younger 
pastors were included in the material 
and the plans for further future training 
was an outspoken gesture by the more 
mature, senior leadership. A desire to 
implement immediately the concepts 
that were being taught. The desire to 
work on their marriages and improve 
their own personal walk with the Lord 
was expressed and visibly exercised. 
In a word, results – significant results, 

immediate results, potentially long-
lasting results. This describes what 
any missionary wants to experience 
and witness firsthand when going on  
a mission trip.  

                                                                     

There was a very cooperative spirit 

that was shared by Gary and me. 

There was a high level of respect, no 

jealousy or competition, and a healthy 

dose of encouragement for each                 

other’s giftedness. I would jokingly tell 

Gary, “You’re too stiff and regiment-

ed,” and he would fire back at me, 

“You’re too off the chain unpredicta-

ble!” But our jesting was how we               

validated each other’s unique expres-

sion of God’s gifts that He had devel-

oped in our styles and personalities. 

There was a Paul and a Barnabas. Of 

course God can use any combination 

of gifts, but this trip seemed so much 

more effective and smooth and it just 

seemed to flow. Without question, 

there was a difference in this trip. Was 

it the location? Was it the friendship 

and trust that was shared by Gary and 

me? Was it the amount of prayer that 

went before us? 

I’m sure many factors were in play.             

I never underestimate the effective-

ness and power of genuine, fervent 

prayer. I strongly encourage any             

mission team going on a trip this year 

to engage in loads of prayer. I also 

would suggest that you discover the 

unique giftedness of your team and 

learn to complement each other and 

trust the Lord to work through each 

other to display the vastness of His 

wisdom and expression through the 

variety of gifts and personalities of 

your group.  Remember, jealousy and 

a competitive spirit will hinder the work 

of the Holy Spirit. Steer clear of such 

attitudes and refresh yourself in the 

fact that the Lord will use you as you 

are humble and submissive to His 

Spirit.  

Go get em! 

Alan Morris 

A time of laying on off hands for Gary 

and Alan by attendees 

One of the 20 volcanoes located                       

in El Salvador 

Attendees participating in prayer time 

Group picture of one of the classes 

L to R:  Pastor Ed Lopez, Alan Morris 

and Gary Bulley 

R to L:  Alan Morris, Pastor Freddie and 

his wife Veronica 



Ordering Lifeway VBS Materials                            

Through Association Office 

As we have in the past, North Central Area                

Missions will assist our churches in obtaining 

Lifeway VBS materials.  When we receive your 

order, we will forward it to Lifeway, pick it up from 

Lifeway and deliver it to your church.  

Your church pays the same for the literature 

whether you order thru North Central or directly 

thru Lifeway.  North Central does receive a                   

rebate from Lifeway on all orders purchased                

directly thru our office.  These funds are used to 

assist small or new start churches needing financial assistance in conducting VBS programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office by email to janice@northcentralga.org, by fax to 

770-384-8658 or by calling our office at 770-384-8548.                           

KIDEVENTPRO is offered by Lifeway to              

assist churches in managing Kids Ministry 

Events. 

For additional information or to purchase this 

product, please visit                                                     

https://kideventpro.lifeway.com 

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 

Monday, April 18, 2016 

Prospective students will have the                      

opportunity to observe a class, learn 

about NOBTS programs and dialogue 

with NOBTS faculty, students and staff. 

For additional information or questions, 

please email                                           

NGAadministrator@nobts.edu               

or call 678-905-7668 



L’eglise Maranatha de Jesus Christ 

was accepted into the Roswell Baptist 

Association effective January 1, 2016.  

We welcome Pastor Michel Ange             

Lucas, his wife, Lorette, and the 

entire congregation. 

  Al Gilbert began serving as                   

Interim Pastor at Bridgeway 

Church on February 7, 2016.  We 

welcome Al as he ministers to the 

Bridgeway congregation. 

First Baptist Holly Springs                         

(Etowah Association)                                                        

is searching for a part-time worship leader.   

They are also in need of a part-time                     

children’s director.                                                      

Please send inquiries and resumes to                                    

Pastor Phil Young at                                                          

fbchspastor@gmail.com.                            

South Cherokee Baptist Church,                                    

Woodstock                                                                 

(Etowah Association)                                                

is in need of a pianist (interim or full time).                                                                 

They are also in need of a Music Minister.                                                                 

Individuals interested in either position, 

should contact Faye Doss at 

fdoss@woodstockga.gov or call her at                     

678-898-1451.      

Waleska First Baptist Church                       

(Etowah Association)                                           

is seeking a part-time Music Minister.  

Please send resumes to                                  

Waleska First Baptist Church                               

P. O. Box 207                                                 

Waleska, GA 30183 

Lanier Baptist Association                               

Annual Collection 

The annual collection drive for the                 

Georgia Baptist Children’s Home for 

churches in the Lanier Baptist                           

Association will be conducted                  

April 23 thru May 15.                                      

Pickup by the Children’s Home will be 

on Monday, May 16,                                                 

at First Baptist Cumming between the hours of 9AM and 12:00 Noon. 

Listed below are the items requested:                                                                                        

Butter Flavored Crisco                                                                                                       

Real Vanilla Extract                                                                                                         

Pie Filling                                                                                                                  

Ravioli                                                                                                                      

Spaghetti O’s                                                                                                                           

Canned Chicken                                                                                                               

Gift Cards for perishable items                                       



 For additional information or to register, please visit                                                             

www.gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 

To learn more about MinistrySafe visit their web site:  https://www.ministrysafe.com  

April 28, 2016 - Cartersville - Grace Baptist Church, 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Lunch is provided 

https://www.ministrysafe.com/


“From Alaska to Appalachia” 

A mission team from Alaska is now enjoying the Georgia 

“heat” as they minister at the Cowboy Church in Jerusalem 

and the Academy at Double H Ranch. The team consists of 

16 youth and 5 adults. 

Next month we will give a detailed report on the many                  

accomplishments of this team. 



March 2016 
3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6-13 Annie Armstrong Week of Prayer and Easter Offering (see page 2) 

7  Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

13-20 Alaska Mission Team at Cowboy Church/Academy 

20 Palm Sunday 

24 Lanier Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon - immediately following Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

25 Good Friday 

27 Easter 

29  New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

April 2016 
4 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

19 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

21 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

26 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Happy 

Hunting! 




