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Etowah Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019                                                                         

6:00 PM - Meal*                                                                                                                 

7:00 PM - Worship Service                                                                      

North Central Area Missions                                                                     

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock 30188    

    SPEAKER: Mike Griffin, Public Affairs Representative,                                 

  Georgia Baptist Mission Board                                                                                                

Children’s Home Collection will begin at 5:00 PM                                       

(The list of requested items is shown below) 

 Roswell Baptist Association Churches participate in this                       

Children’s Home collection at the Etowah Annual Meeting                                                           

Georgia Baptist Children’s Home                    

Collections for the Etowah and                     

Roswell Baptist Associations will be 

held as shown above.   

List of Requested Items for Georgia Baptist Children’s Home Truck Loading Collections              

kitchen and bathroom cleaners                                                                                                

laundry detergent                                                                                                            

cooking oil                                                                                                                  

trash bags (tall kitchen and 55 gallon)                                                                                      

paper products (plates, cups, paper towels, bath tissue)                                                             

Gift cards are always appreciated 

*Please provide North Central Missions with the number of prospective attendees from 

your church for the 6:00 PM meal.  Also, if you have questions or need additional                         

information regarding the Annual Meeting or the Truck Loading, please contact our                  

office by emailing janice@northcentralga.org or calling 770-384-8548.                                                           



October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

Remember to show your appreciation 

to YOUR pastor! 

WireMac Binding Machine 

North Central has purchased a                         

binding machine which enables us 

to bind documents with wire.                             

If your church has documents, 

books, Sunday School curriculum, 

etc, that you would like to have 

bound in this manner, please                    

contact us at 

janice@northcentralga.org or call 

           770-384-8548. 

This resource is available to all churches that financially 

support North Central Area Missions. 



The Unexpected 

“Then he said to them, “You 

know how unlawful it is for a   

Jewish man to keep company 

with or go to one of another                 

nation.  But God has shown me 

that I should not call any man 

common or unclean.  Therefore,     

I came without objection as soon 

as I was sent for…  In truth,                

I perceive that God shows no 

partiality.  But in every nation 

whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by 

Him.”  Acts 10:28-35 

Over 40 years of ministry.  It’s 

really embarrassing to say it and 

shocking to read it.  I have had 

the privilege of serving in some 

form of active, continuous minis-

try for over 40 years.  There is 

not much that comes as a sur-

prise, from what a church mem-

ber may say or do, to what other 

ministers may say or do, to what 

the enemy may throw at you to 

discourage or derail you.  The 

experience of deep, front-line 

ministry has brought a myriad of 

unusual, bizarre, shocking, and 

heart-warming true stories that 

can round out a person’s life 

quite completely.  Seeing real, 

unexplainable, uplifting miracles 

to witnessing the darkest evil of  

a demonically-influenced human 

mind, and everything in between,             

has been my experience. 

The takeaway from this is that I 

am more convinced that I am 

less knowledgeable about what I 

thought I knew for sure!  Now 

don’t get me wrong, the princi-

ples of the unchanging Word of 

God are not on that list!  I am 

more certain of the truth of the 

Scriptures than ever!  But those 

other things that are not so clear 

as the precepts of Holy Writ, the 

human factor, the grey areas that 

haunt all of us in the shadowy, 

foggy places of life that I once 

was so sure about—well, those 

things are not as clear, and I’m 

not so sure. 

Mark Twain is credited with say-

ing (though he probably wasn't 

the one that wrote it), “It’s not 

what you don’t know that gets 

you into trouble.  It’s what you 

know for sure that just ain’t so!”  

This statement describes our 

text.  Peter knew that no Jewish 

man should be spending time or 

“keeping company” with some-

one from another nation.  But 

here was Cornelius, a Gentile 

Centurion that worked for the              

so-called, “Italian Regiment, or 

Cohort” (Acts 10:1).  The Bible 

calls him a God-fearing man!  A 

man that was fasting and praying 

and giving alms when God heard 

his prayer (v.2). 

This whole situation is unfamiliar 

to Peter.  First, it’s not customary 

to spent time with “foreigners,” 

then to have one that is “God-

fearing,” and “doing works of 

righteousness and accepted by 

God” (v.2,35), was just so out of 

the ordinary or expected.  Peter 

was out of his comfort zone. 

I work with many different 

churches.  I am close to many 

different pastors.  Both churches 

and pastors have unique gifts, 

certain personality types, and 

specific strengths that make 

them a part of what God is doing 

in this area.  I’m always amazed 

at the handiwork of God, His 

craftsmanship is often over-

whelming.  To see how He fash-

ioned each of these individuals 

and bodies together to shine His 

light into their communities is 

more than just fascinating—it’s 

miraculous.  And, many times, 

it’s unexpected. 

The thing is, I would never 

choose to operate the way most 

of these pastor or churches oper-

ate.  My skills, tastes, expertise, 

and even philosophy is in many 

ways wired differently.  This is 

not to say that my way would be 

better or more effective.  Obvi-

ously, God did not place me in 

any of their positions, thus I can’t 

be so arrogant to think my way is 

better.  Well, I guess I COULD 

be, but I will resist the temptation, 

or ask my wife’s opinion and that 

take care of that!  The point I’m 

making is that we don’t have all 

the answers!  Not one of us 

“has arrived!!”  We each share in 

this process of learning, develop-

ing, and delivering ministry. 

I was recently teaching in                  

Usulutan, El Salvador.  The city 

of Usulutan is unfortunately situ-

ated directly between two warring 

gangs, a situation not uncommon 

there.  I was asked to teach and 

preach at a local pastor’s church.  

He asked me to preach on 

“Faith.”  That was not a difficult 

topic, one that most any pastor 

would feel very confident to 

preach on.  Before the service 

the humble pastor asked me to 

go for a short walk with him              

accompanied by my interpreter.  

Here is his story. 

(Continued on Page 8) 



Childcare Not Provided 



Association Revival 
October 13, 14 & 15, 2019 

 7:00 pm 
Concord Baptist Church 

6905 Concord Road 

Cumming, GA 30028 
 

Great preaching each night and everyone is invited. 
 

Sunday night will be youth night with a mass youth choir directed by Kevin Woody. 
The students (age 0-18) will meet at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary to rehearse. 
 
Monday and Tuesday night a mass adult choir will be singing and you are needed. 
Two rehearsals will be held, one Sunday, September 15th at 2:30 pm and then on 
Sunday,   October 13th at 3:30 pm at Concord Baptist Church.  
 
If you have any photographs of what your church and/or members have been doing 
through the year we ask that you send them to us, so we can celebrate together in a 
video, that will be played at the Associational Revival. Submit your pictures in one of 
three ways. First, upload to the website, the instructions are at the bottom of this 
page. Second, send an email to Mardi@cbccumming.org (size limitations)  or third, 
drop off pictures on a USB at Concord Baptist Church. 

Instructions on how to upload your photos for 

our community revival video/slideshow:                     

Go to https://www.cbccumming.org/file-share.                          

Type in password: RevivalShare19. Select a 

method to sign up with Facebook, Google, or 

your email. Once you sign up and select a                    

password for your account we will approve your 

request. Once the account is approved, you will 

then be able to login and upload your files. 
 

mailto:Mardi@cbccumming.org
https://www.cbccumming.org/file-share


Georgia Baptists are challenged to provide 

35,000 backpacks for children in Appalachia 

(North Georgia, Kentucky, New York and  

Tennessee) and Southwest Georgia, through              

partnerships with churches and Georgia       

Baptist associations. 

Your church may collect backpacks through your Associational office and                         

deliver them to North Central Area Missions or you may register with the                      

Georgia Baptist Mission Board at gabaptist.org/backpacks.     

Churches in the Hightower Baptist Association:  For additional information or 

questions, please contact Leigh Parson at parson@sseb.org or 678-427-1821  

Churches in the Etowah, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations:                                    

For additional information or questions, please contact Janice Dinsmore at 

janice@northcentralga.org or 770-384-8548, 

You may also visit gabaptist.org/backpacks to see a list of ministry sites that are 

available for adoption by churches/organizations. 

North Central Area Missions will have a trailer on site at 4206 North Arnold Mill 

Road, beginning October 3, 2019 for those churches that are collecting through 

the Association.  Our last collection day will be Thursday, October 31. 

Christmas Backpack Gift Suggestions 

 

 The Christmas Story  

           If you register with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, the Christmas                 

 Story  flyers will be mailed to you. 

 If you coordinate your collection through North Central Area Missions and 

 do NOT register with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, North Central                    

 Area Missions will provide the Christmas Story flyers to you. 

 Two ribbons or zip ties to indicate gender and age of recipient.                                

NOTE:  colored zip ties can be purchased on Amazon.  Or, North Central Area 

Missions will have zip ties available for your use. 

 The 2 ribbons/zip ties should be tied securely to the backpack (see gender/

age KEY on the following page).. 

All zippered backpacks and gifts are to be NEW items.                                                                        

No used items please.  For each NEW zippered backpack, please include: 

2019 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  ALL backpacks should be packed in medium size storage boxes 

(18x18x16).  These boxes are available at Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Lowe’s or                            

shipping/packing stores.                                                                                                     

The boxes need to be securely taped on the top and bottom - not just folded over. 



Please pack backpacks according to the guidelines below. 

Always include a copy of the Christmas Story! 

TOYS (At least 1 item): Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,                         

harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light    

up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, Frisbee, card games such as Ol’ Maid, 

Go Fish, etc. 

HYGIENE ITEMS (At least 2 items):  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed 

and in a plastic bag), shampoo (securely sealed & in a plastic bag), hairbrush, comb,         

pony tail holders, barrettes, hair clips, washcloth, etc. 

OTHER (At least 2 items):  Children’s or Teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word, or CSB                    

versions), age-appropriate Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights 

(with extra batteries). 

FOOD (At least 2 items):  Canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires   

a can opener and no plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate) and 

lollipops (please double bag all candy, mints, gum).  (NO food items with peanut butter 

or nuts). 

CLOTHING (At least 2 items.  All clothing items must be new with tags/packaging):                           

T-shirts, underwear, socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap fleece pullover, warm                         

outerwear. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: School supplies are welcome, but not all sites need school 

supplies.  If you are partnering with a site, please check with them regarding school      

supplies and what type of school supplies are needed.  Please use age-appropriate 

school supplies. 

Additional ideas to consider for older kids (11-17): 

GIRLS:  lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits,               

journals, fun socks, slippers, doodle books, Spirograph kit, feminine hygiene supplies. 

BOYS:  LEGOS®, card games, hand-held electronic games, flashlights (with extra              

batteries), basketball, soccer ball, NERF® football. 

Please do not include any food items that are perishable or can be easily crushed or 

opened white in transit.  Please do not include any knives. 

Gender  Age                                                                                                                 

Blue = Boy  Purple = Ages 2-3                                                                                  

Pink = Girl  Yellow = Ages 4-7                                                        

   Green  = Ages 8-10   

   Red = Ages 11-14    

   White = Ages 15-17 

Example:  Girl, age 6                                                                                                                 

1 pink ribbon/ziptie, 1 yellow ribbon/ziptie securely tied to the backpack 

“Don’t tell me 

how much Jesus 

loves me, show 

me how much             

Jesus loves me.” 



 The Unexpected                          
(Continued from Page 3) 

The pastor told me that he had 

just moved his family to this city 

to do ministry.  He had a 14-

year old son that was very tall 

and strong.  His height was 

near six-feet and he was very 

muscular.  He was constantly 

being invited to join one of the 

two gangs.  They both saw his 

potential and did not want the 

other gang to get him.  He re-

fused both, saying that his only 

allegiance would be to the King 

of Kings and Him alone.  One 

gang felt that if they couldn’t 

have him, no one would. So on 

a late afternoon a car slowly 

drove past him shooting 4 

rounds into his body.  The               

pastor told me that his son died 

in his arms, then bending down, 

he showed me the place where 

it happened. 

Stunned by this story, I asked 

him how he was able to go on 

and continue the work in this 

city.  He exclaimed, “Since God 

gave to me His only Son, I felt I 

could give my son so that these 

people would know of His love 

and forgiveness.”  All I could 

think was, “Why am I preaching 

to this pastor and church                   

tonight?”  I felt so unqualified to 

preach on “Faith,” when this 

pastor’s faith far exceeded my 

own.  God put  a word in my 

mouth that night and it was 

such a glorious experience.  

Only 24 people were there, but 

the guest of honor, the Lord   

Jesus, was among us.  We did 

not want to finish or leave that 

place.  It was, well, unexpected. 

The ‘unexpected’ is actually 

quite common in ministry and 

all of church life.  We some-

times try to guard against the 

unexpected, but I pray that 

each of us will stretch ourselves 

beyond our comfort zones and 

have a Peter/Cornelius experi-

ence.  You never know whom 

you will learn something from. 

 

Alan J. Morris 

For reservations or more information, call Georgia Baptist Conference Center at 706-886-3133 



2019 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting                                              

November 10 - 12                                                                                      

New Hope Baptist Church, Fayetteville 

The 2019 GBC Annual Meeting is a yearly 

event to conduct the business of the                  

Georgia Baptist Convention in accordance 

with the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Convention.                                                                         

In addition, the Annual Meeting serves to                   

provide inspiration for messengers from 

the member churches of the Convention                   

as well  as provide opportunities for                        

networking among the member church              

representatives. It provides the opportunity 

for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board staff 

to increase the awareness of the ministries 

and resources available to the churches of 

the Georgia Baptist Convention. 

For more information, visit                          

For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/event/gbc-annual-meeting/  

Sunday, November 10    

Pre-Convention Rally                  

6 pm - 7 pm                        

 

 

Monday, November 11                 

Preaching Conference               

1 pm - 4:30 pm 

GBC Annual Meeting          

Session 1                                        

6 pm -  9 pm                       

Tuesday, November 12           

GBC Annual Meeting              

Session 2                                     

9 am - noon    

GBC Annual Meeting               

Session 3                           

2 pm - 5:30 pm                   

https://gabaptist.org/ministerswives/  

https://gabaptist.org/event/gbc-annual-meeting/
https://gabaptist.org/ministerswives/


For additional information or 
to register,                                   
please visit                                                                    

https://gabaptist.org/event/transitional-pastor-training-2/  

Register for the FBC Woodstock Event at: 

https://www.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55231508  

https://gabaptist.org/event/transitional-pastor-training-2/
https://www.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55231508


www.primitivequartet.com 

Saturday  -  November 16 

6:00PM 

COME EARLY! 

Pastor Dr. Scott Henderson 

Contact: Mary Ann Banks @ 770-722-4958 



October 2019 

3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

7 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, 8:00 AM until 12 Noon 

17 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon,  11:30 AM, Moto Asian Cuisine, 655 Atlanta Hwy, Cumming 

29  Etowah Baptist Association  Annual Meeting (See Page 1) 

 

November 2019 
4 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

5 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, 10:30 AM, North Central Office 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

6 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting,  10:30 AM, Clear Springs Baptist Church 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

7 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, 10:30 AM, Living Stones Church 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

7 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, 8:00 AM until 12 Noon 

10-13 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (see Page 9) 

27-29 Thanksgiving Holidays (North Central Area Missions closed) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Bobbie Kight - Accountant 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


