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The Christmas Story                                                                               
Luke 2:4-20 

4 “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called                       

Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with 

child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 7 And she brought 

forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 

the inn. 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, 

the angel of the Lord came up them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the 

angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you;  Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 15 And it came to pass,             

as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 

and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came with haste, and found 

Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which 

was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the                    

shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” 

The staff of North Central Area Missions wishes each of you a Blessed 

Christmas as we reflect on the real “Reason for the Season” 

Alan Morris  -  Janice Dinsmore  -  Ramona Lively 



Listed below are Lifeway                   

literature VBS 2015 Jump Start 

events to be held at locations                      

within driving distance of churches 

in the North Central area.                   

 All church and associational VBS 

leaders are invited to attend this 

FREE event that will help you get a 

jump on enlistment, planning,                         

promotion and continuing the                          

connections so that VBS 2015 will be 

the best ever.                                         

Jumpstarts will begin at 7:00 pm and 

end at 8:30 pm. 

No Registration - Free Event                                                                                                    

If you have questions,                               

please call 770-936-5286                                       

or email snowak@gabaptist.org. 

January 22                                                                                                                         

Ebenezer Baptist Church                                                                                                      

49 Rose Lane                                                                                                                 

Toccoa 

January 27                                                                                                                             

First Baptist Church                                                                                                         

241 Douthit Ferry Road                                                                                                      

Cartersville  

January 27                                                   

First Baptist Church                                                                                                       

2 Toccoa Street                                                                                          

McCaysville 

January 29                                                                                                                          

First Baptist Church                                                                                                        

1597 Sawnee Drive                                                                                                         

Cumming 

Jump Start Events 

VBS Clinics 

March 14                                                               

First Baptist Church                                                   

241 Douthit Ferry Road                                  

Cartersville 

 

March 21                                                                 

New Hope Baptist Church                   

551 New Hope Road                 

Fayetteville 

Lifeway VBS 2015 

Listed below are Lifeway literature VBS 2015 Clinics 

to be held at locations within driving distance of 

churches in the North Central area.                   

Base Level Conferences will be offered as follow: 

Younger Preschool and Older Preschool Leaders                                                       

Younger Children, Middle Children and Older                           

Children Leaders                                                                                           

Adult and Youth Leaders                                                                                          

Missions Leaders                                                                                                         

Music and Worship Leaders                                                                                        

Crafts Leaders                                                                                                                 

VBS Directors                                                                                                 

Pastors and Staff 

Schedule 

7:30 - 8:15 AM  Registration                                                               

   Continental Breakfast                                          

8:15 - 8:40 AM  Worship Rally                                                               

8:45 - 10:15 AM  Base Level Conference                                                    

10:15 - 10:50 AM EXPO                                                               

10:50 - 11:35 AM Special Interest Conference 1                                          

11:35 - 11:45 AM Break                                                              

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM Special Interest Conference 2                                                                   

Registration/Cost                                                                                                 
Early Bird Registration: $15 per person by February 14                                            

Regular Registration: $20 per person by March 2                                                    

Late/At Door Registration: $25 per person 

Register online at gabaptistsundayschool.org                                                  

For additional information, please call 770-936-5286 or 

email snowak@gabaptist.org 

Gifts of Georgia Baptists through the Cooperative Program enable us to partner together in 

fulfilling the Great Commission 



 Radical Change Needed in 2015 

“Now God worked unusual mira-

cles by the hands of Paul, so that 

even handkerchiefs or aprons were 

brought from his body to the sick, 

and the diseases left them and the 

evil spirits went out of them. Then 

some of the itinerant Jewish exor-

cists took it upon themselves to  

call the name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who had evil spirits, 

saying, “We exorcise you by the 

Jesus whom Paul preaches.”            

Also there were seven sons of 

Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who 

did so. And the evil spirit answered 

and said, “Jesus I know, and Paul  

I know; but who are you?” Then  

the man in whom the evil spirit  

was in, leaped on them, overpow-

ering them, so that they fled out of 

that house naked and wounded. 

This became known to all Jews 

and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; 

and fear fell on them all, and the 

name of the Lord Jesus was mag-

nified.” (Acts 19:11-17) 

Christianity is basically considered 

dead in our modern culture.             

Decisions are made from the     

White House to the School House 

against the basic tenants of our 

faith with little worry about the 

Christian response or outcry.           

They do NOT want your opinion         

or your beliefs, but from the pseu-

do-Christian community they DO 

want your money. This is evident  

in the explosion of “Hollyoodish” 

Bible story movies that are almost 

“supernaturally” filmed in the             

highest of all the techno-gizmos 

available but with the most biblical-

ly inaccurate dialogues and themes 

possible. Unfortunately, few of the 

viewers will catch the errors. These 

duped masses will walk away 

thinking like the sons of Sceva (in 

the text above) that they have all 

the knowledge of Jesus they need. 

They couldn’t be more wrong!   

The demons possessing these  

unfortunate, Ephesian citizens 

claimed they knew Jesus. All 

throughout the Gospels, the truth 

that demons know Jesus is verified 

as each time He confronted an   

evil spirit it would acknowledge 

who He was, even when Christ 

would shush them to silence.         

They also claimed they knew Paul. 

This is not surprising since Paul 

actively knew and served the Lord 

Jesus with all of his heart, soul, 

and mind, willing to give his life for 

the cause of the Gospel. It’s no 

wonder they said, “and Paul I 

know.” It’s quite a complement to 

be known by Satan! Are you known 

to Satan and his demons?  

The point I would like to make here 

is that something happened that 

shook up the city of Ephesus. 

Read the text again. “Fear fell on 

them all, and the name of the Lord 

Jesus was magnified.” Boy, could 

we use some of that today! Could  

it happen again that the city of 

Canton, the city of Woodstock, the 

city of Cumming, the city of            

Alpharetta, the city of Jasper, the 

city of Dawsonville, or the city of 

Roswell could be so shaken? The 

impact came from the backlash of 

pseudo-believers trying to dupli-

cate the supernatural power of the 

Holy Spirit without having the real 

power inside them. That was the 

exhaust, but the engine was the 

impetus of the power of the Holy 

Spirit alive in the true believers, 

touching human suffering and           

spiritual imprisonment with real  

answers and genuine life change.  

We live in a difficult time. No doubt, 

this is very similar to the times of 

the writings of the New Testament 

letters where there was great ani-

mosity towards the Gospel, little 

trust in Christ’s followers, and a 

culture that focused on the bottom 

line – “what’s in it for me?” The 

sons of Sceva thought they could 

go through the motions and get the 

same results without genuinely 

knowing the Lord Jesus Christ. We 

have in our churches many who 

are going through the motions, can 

say the right words, and can give a 

repeated blessing that convinces 

others that they are spiritually on 

fire, yet, when there is no power J 

there is no true relationship J 

there is an embarrassing lack of 

fruit. Something is just wrong. No 

power, no reality! 

In 2015, be what you know God 

desires you to be – committed, 

consistent, compassionate, and 

completely real. Don't rest on your 

laurels. Don’t look backwards to a 

time when you were more faithful, 

dynamic, and passionate but focus 

on how you can remain Spirit filled 

and Spirit led this year. Make some 

needed tough choices regarding 

your habits, your disciplines, and 

your relationships. Watch how God 

will take the seemingly normal 

parts of your day (the handker-

chiefs and aprons of your life) and 

make them tools that turn people’s 

lives around, healing them from 

addictions, mending their broken 

marriages, breaking their chains of 

depression.  

It happened in Ephesus, a                    

spiritually dark city filled with false 

religions and a vile, immoral            

culture. Sound familiar? It could 

happen again. It MUST happen 

again. As we respond to the                         

leading and power of the Holy  

Spirit in our lives, the culture 

around us can’t help but take               

notice. Once they take notice, the 

“name of Lord Jesus will be                   

magnified!” 

Holy New Year, 

Alan J. Morris 

 



Are you a new Sunday School Director?                                    

Do you want to grow your Sunday School?                              

Do you need new ideas?                                                                

Do you need motivation? 

The National Sunday School Director Seminar is highly 

energetic, intensely focused, quickly moving, and totally 

devoted to the Sunday School Director. 

AND, it’s coming to your area! 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

First Baptist Cumming 

In addition to Sunday School Directors, this “A-to-Z” 

Sunday School event is also for: 

• Age division coordinators 

• Department directors 

• General leaders 

• Pastors and ministers of education 

Through NSSDS training, you will develop skills 
and plans to: 

• Build a growing Sunday School focused on its mission 
and purpose 

• Develop an organization and enlist leadership to build a      
growing Sunday School 

• Lead teachers to teach for spiritual transformation 

• Leave with a step-by-step strategy for leading your             
Sunday School 

Cost is only $39 per person (plus $2.73 tax) 

Lunch will be provided 

For more information, contact:                                                

Wayne Poling, Lifeway Christian Resources, at                         

615-251-2685 or wayne.poling@lifeway.com 

To register, please go to:                             

www.lifeway.com/nssds or call 800-254-2022 

NSSDS is designed to: 

• Equip Sunday School directors to serve                    
effectively in all areas of Sunday School work 

• Deliver practical tools for all aspects of Sunday 
School work 

• Facilitate opportunities to network with other Sunday 
School directors 

• Build team spirit among the Sunday School director, 
minister of education, pastor, and division and                     
department directors                       

Your leaders will walk away with a library of materials that will serve as a resource after the seminar                        
including: 

• Sunday School Training System CD - A comprehensive training system that includes 11 books, training plans, handouts,                        
PowerPoint presentations and more 

• Seminar notebook in both printed and electronic form 

• Electronic copy of all the seminar presentations 

Session Topics 

• Instilling a Sense of Purpose and Mission in Your 

Sunday School 

• Blueprints for Growing Your Sunday School 

• Developing Life Changing Bible Teaching 

• Building a Strategy for My Sunday School 



Featuring:                 

David Apple         

Lifeway 

Barbara                   

Curnutt 

Starla                  

Harbin 

For more information, email dsharitt@gabaptist.org or call 770-936-5874 

 

2015 Senior Adult Leadership Conference  
February 9-10, 2015 

Mabel White Baptist Church                                                 

1415 Bass Road, Macon, Georgia 

 Keynote Speaker                             

Dr. Alvin Reid 

Lizella Baptist Church          

2950 S. Lizella Road    

Lizella, GA 31052 

For additional                          

information or to                      

register, please visit 

GBACE.org                      

CHRISTMAS 

BACKPACKS 

FOR                        

APPALACHIA 

Georgia Baptists 

exceeded the 20,000 mark for 

collection of Backpacks for                          

Appalachia!  Thanks for making a 

big difference in the lives of                      

children in Kentucky, Tennessee, 

New York and West Virginia. 

2015                        

Phase 1 Disaster Relief 

Training                                                       

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

    For additional information, please contact the Disaster  

Relief Office of the Georgia Baptist Convention at                          

770-936-5254 or email pficarra@gabaptist.org. 

January 31, 2015                                                                                 

Harps Crossing Baptist Church, Fayetteville 

February 28, 2015                                                                              

Lakeside Baptist Church, Albany 

March 28, 2015                                                                                        

Calvary Baptist Temple, Savannah 

 September 12, 2015                                                                            

Grove Level Baptist Church, Dalton 



Where Do We Go From Here? 

A personal message from our GBC President 
 

My heart is still overflowing with thanksgiving to God for His blessings 
on our annual meeting, Revive 2014. God truly moved in our hearts as 
we prayed, sang, preached, and celebrated what God has done and is 
going to do throughout our convention. 

Convention leaders, associational missionaries, pastors and laymen all 
began praying a year in advance that God would do a new work in our 
lives. Prayer was also a primary feature during each convention session. 

God heard our prayers and we felt His sweet presence among us as we cried out before Him. 
Following our time together, many messengers told me that God had brought revival to their 
hearts. 

Now that the convention is over, the question is, “Where do we go from here?” The answer to 
this question is twofold. First, spiritual renewal is not a onetime fix. Continuing to cry out to 
God for renewal is critical. We must humbly walk with Christ each day. When we have a                 
relationship with Him that is vibrant and growing, we will be able to fan the flames of spiritual 
renewal in our churches and across our convention. Second, we must urgently pray for a              
spiritual awakening in our nation. An awakening occurs when God’s Spirit moves among               
nonbelievers and large numbers of them yield their lives to Christ. The last great move of God 
in America happened around 100 years ago. Will you join me in praying for another great               
spiritual awakening in our day? 

Dr. Ronnie Floyd, the president of the Southern Baptist Convention, has written an ebook               
entitled, “Pleading with Southern Baptists.” This brief book is an excellent resource. I encour-
age you to read it and begin to pray for a spiritual awakening. You can download a free copy 
from ronniefloyd.com or pray4awakening.com. 

Throughout the coming year, my aim is to emphasize spiritual awakening. With this in mind,             
I have begun to plan for Awaken 2015, our annual convention meeting. This meeting will be 
held November 9-10, 2015, at Roswell Street Baptist Church in Marietta. 

In the months ahead, I will be traveling across our state calling Georgia Baptists to cry out to 
God in confession and repentance. As we continue to experience spiritual renewal, perhaps 
God will use us to light the way for a spiritual awakening among the 7 million lost people in our 
state. Please join me in praying for the next great move of God to happen during our lifetime. 

Crying Out Together, 

Don Hattaway 

2015 



Church Staff Changes 

Dr. Ron Bradley, First Baptist Roswell       

Senior Pastor, retired November 17, 2014.  

Congratulations to Ron and Cheryl as they 

spend more time with their grandchildren and 

enjoy traveling.                                                           

Dr. Kevin Head began serving as Interim 

Pastor effective November 18, 2014. 

Rev. Lee Weeks resigned as Pastor of 

Foothills Community Church effective                    

October 26, 2014. 

Dr. Eddie Martin is now serving as Pastor 

of Dawsonville Baptist Church. 

North Central Area Missions and the                   

Roswell Baptist Association welcome 

Ministerios Agua Para Las Vidas Sedientas         

Pastor Sergio Rodriguez                                        

Received into the Roswell Baptist Association 

on August 13, 2014                                                             

This is a new church plant that is meeting in 

the former Beth-el Baptist Church facility in 

Doraville                             

North Central Area Missions and the              

Lanier Baptist Association welcome 

First Baptist Church of Iranians                            

Pastor Kevin Mansoori                                            

Received into the Lanier Baptist Association 

on11/20/14                                                                   

This is a new church plant sponsored by First 

Baptist Cumming and meeting at First Baptist 

Alpharetta 

 

Toccoa Baptist Conference Center 

REGISTER TODAY!                                                

December 1 - January 15: $99                      

January 16 - February 28: $109                       

March 1 - April 3: $129                                        

Price includes four meals, refreshment 

breaks, worship sessions and                               

conferences 

Find event details and online registration at gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 

Frances Worthington                   
Desert Flower Ministries 

Donna Lott                                     
Light and Laughter Ministries 

James Dollar                            
Concord Baptist Church 



December 2014 

20 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

23 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

23 - 31 Christmas Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed 

 

January 2015 
1-4 New Year’s Holiday!  North Central Area Missions closed 

5  North Central Area Missions returns to work 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

15 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, 11:00 AM, Slopes in Cumming 

17 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

19 MLK Holiday - North Central Area Missions closed 

27 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, 11:30 AM, Red Lobster in Canton 

27  New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

February 2015 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

11 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

21 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

24 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, The Pointe Church, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

24 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

26 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


