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        Serving the Churches of the Etowah, Hightower, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations 

         

 December 2013 - January 2014 September 2019 

Hightower Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, October 2, 2019  -  9:00 AM                                    

Harmony Grove Baptist Church                                                  

5470 Keith Bridge Road, Cumming 30041 

The Children’s Home Collection will begin at 7:00 AM                   

(The list of requested items is shown below)  

Etowah Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 29, 2019                                                                         

6:00 PM - Meal                                                                                  

7:00 PM - Worship Service                                                                      

North Central Area Missions                                                                     

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock 30188    

    SPEAKER: Mike Griffin, Public Affairs Representative,                                 

  Georgia Baptist Mission Board                                                                                                

Children’s Home Collection will begin at 5:00 PM                    

(The list of requested items is shown below) 

 Roswell Baptist Association Churches participate in this                       

Children’s Home collection at the Etowah Annual Meeting                                                           

Georgia Baptist Children’s Home                    

Collections for the Etowah, Hightower 

and Roswell Baptist Associations will 

be held as shown above.   

List of Requested Items for Georgia Baptist Children’s Truck Loading Collections              

kitchen and bathroom cleaners                                                                                                

laundry detergent                                                                                                            

cooking oil                                                                                                                  

trash bags (tall kitchen and 55 gallon)                                                                                      

paper products (plates, cups, paper towels, bath tissue) 



Pastoral Changes 

Rev. Tim Tippins is serving as Interim Pastor at New Victoria Baptist 

Church (Etowah Association) in Woodstock.                                                                                          

We thank Tim for his willingness to minister to the New Victoria congregation. 

Rev. Dustin Gillespie will begin serving as Senior Pastor at First Baptist                   

Dawsonville (Lanier Association) on September 8.                                                                   

The Lanier Baptist Association and North Central Area Missions welcome 

Dustin, along with his wife, Brittaney, and their children, Luke, Wyatt, Titus, 

Gaitlyn and Ella Ivy, as they begin this new ministry. 

Rev. Tommy Weldy began serving as Pastor at Brookwood Baptist 

Church (Hightower Association) on August 25.                                                                            

North Central Area Missions prays God’s blessings on Tommy, along with                  

his wife, Anita, and their children, Ashlee and Mason, as they begin their new 

ministry.                                                                                                                    

(Tommy recently served as pastor of Castleberry Road in Cumming). 

New Church in Etowah Association 

River Church, Pastor Mitchell Pinion, was received as a member church in 

the Etowah Baptist Association on Tuesday, August 20, by unanimous vote of 

the Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team. 

We welcome Mitch and the entire River Church congregation into the                              

Association! 

Several churches in the North Central Area are actively involved in a                

pastor search process.                                                                                                     

Please include them in your prayers as they seek to find the God                            

appointed person to lead and shepherd their congregations. 



    Transitions   

“Yet I am the Lord your God ever 

since the land of Egypt, and you 

shall know no God but Me. For 

there is no savior besides Me.                          

I knew you in the wilderness, in the 

land of drought, when they had       

pasture, they were filled and their 

heart was exalted;  therefore they 

forgot Me.”    Hosea 13:4-6. 

One thing is certain - throughout all 

of our journeys, the Lord is securely 

positioned on HIS THRONE!  He 

does not move regardless of the 

changes, transitions, or national 

emergencies we may face.  He is on 

His Throne regardless of who is on 

any “earthly” throne.  He is so                    

dependable and trustworthy 

and...unchanging. 

If you follow the words of Hosea 

above you can recall the number of 

changes the Children of Israel went 

through during the times listed in 

the verses from chapter 13.                     

Wilderness? That would be Moses. 

Land of pasture and plenty? That 

was Joshua. Forgot about Him? That 

would be the Judges and Samuel’s 

time. 

During all of these times, various 

people crossed the pages of Scrip-

ture as leaders as well as others that 

interacted with them.  No one’s life 

is stagnant.  They weren’t then nor 

are they now! We continue to move 

forward, with people coming and 

going through our personal, profes-

sional, casual, and close relation-

ships. 

It’s always very interesting to me 

how God brings certain people into 

your life for just a particular season. 

{Personal Note:} With all the jobs 

that I have had, the states (and 

countries) I’ve lived in, and the ridic-

ulous number of addresses I’ve had 

(27), it’s no wonder that I have had 

to say, “Good-bye” more often than 

the average person.  I do NOT like to 

say good-bye, yet I seem to do it 

way too often. 

There seems to be a natural flow of 

“people movement” that functions 

by an unseen “Mover,” allowing 

people to travel together for a stint 

and then one or the other gets 

“bumped-off” the conveyer belt.  

You can be shocked, disappointed, 

depressed, or frustrated, but the 

reality is, such is life!  It’s a very                  

important part of life, too! 

Such is the case here. The North 

Central Area family must say a 

hearty “Thank You” and “Good-bye” 

to Ramona Lively, our Financial               

Secretary of 20 years.  Hired by 

Leonard King, she has maintained a 

high standard of integrity with the 

incoming and outgoing of all the 

monies associated with the four   

Associations of the North Central 

Area ministry.  As this Area program 

has grown with more unique                    

addendums and special accounts, 

the responsibilities have grown as 

well. 

With the recent changes in the 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board’s                

financial adjustments toward the 

state’s Area Missions Programs, 

there will be a downturn of our              

annual resources close to the tune 

of $65,000.  This is not a surprise 

and, quite honestly, should have 

been done years ago to make the 

work of Associational Missions more 

balanced and fairer across the state, 

but for us it still is a financial down-

turn.  After our first meeting of the 

newly slated Steering Committee for 

the future of the North Central Area 

Mission and their four Associations, 

a decision for quick and necessary 

preparation was made. 

The blessings of having two                 

secretaries to make sure the phone 

was answered, the banners made 

and delivered, the bills paid on time 

and placed in the right category, 

budgets met, documents correctly 

filled and filed, the 134 church’s             

information kept current, meetings 

advertised and attended,  providing                 

uncharacteristically good insights 

and references for helping churches 

made wise decisions, was simply too 

good to be true.  We could not                     

continue to work with two full time 

salaries of support staff. 

(Continued on page 8) 



New Discipleship Kit                                                 

available thru North Central 

We Saved You a Seat by Lisa-Jo Baker  

We yearn for authentic relationships and the opportunity 

to be ourselves with people who cheer for us.                             

But comparison, envy, and entitlement often stop us 

from pulling out a chair at the table.  Friendships can be 

hard, making new friends even harder, and maintaining 

genuine friendship the hardest of all. 

Explore your relationship with Jesus as the ultimate model for authentic                     

friendship.  Nothing shapes us like the impact of a friend—it’s how Jesus                     

radically and intimately connects with us.  So instead of chasing perfection, 

overcome your fear of being known and find the courage to connect. 

7 sessions  -  17 to 20 minutes each 

https://syatp.com/  

https://syatp.com/


Association Revival 
October 13, 14 & 15, 2019 

 7:00 pm 
Concord Baptist Church 

6905 Concord Road 

Cumming, GA 30028 
 

Great preaching each night and everyone is invited. 
 

Sunday night will be youth night with a mass youth choir directed by Kevin Woody. 
The students (age 0-18) will meet at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary to rehearse. 
 
Monday and Tuesday night a mass adult choir will be singing and you are needed. 
Two rehearsals will be held, one Sunday, September 15th at 2:30 pm and then on 
Sunday,   October 13th at 3:30 pm at Concord Baptist Church.  
 
If you have any photographs of what your church and/or members have been doing 
through the year we ask that you send them to us, so we can celebrate together in a 
video, that will be played at the Associational Revival. Submit your pictures in one of 
three ways. First, upload to the website, the instructions are at the bottom of this 
page. Second, send an email to Mardi@cbccumming.org (size limitations)  or third, 
drop off pictures on a USB at Concord Baptist Church. 

Instructions on how to upload your photos for 

our community revival video/slideshow:                     

Go to https://www.cbccumming.org/file-share.                          

Type in password: RevivalShare19. Select a 

method to sign up with Facebook, Google, or 

your email. Once you sign up and select a                    

password for your account we will approve your 

request. Once the account is approved, you will 

then be able to login and upload your files. 
 

mailto:Mardi@cbccumming.org
https://www.cbccumming.org/file-share


Georgia Baptists are challenged to provide 

35,000 backpacks for children in Appalachia 

(North Georgia, Kentucky, New York and  

Tennessee) and Southwest Georgia, through              

partnerships with churches and Georgia       

Baptist associations. 

Your church may collect backpacks through your Associational office and                         

deliver them to North Central Area Missions or you may register with the                      

Georgia Baptist Mission Board at gabaptist.org/backpacks.     

Churches in the Hightower Baptist Association:  For additional information or 

questions, please contact Leigh Parson at parson@sseb.org or 678-427-1821  

Churches in the Etowah, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations:                                    

For additional information or questions, please contact Janice Dinsmore at 

janice@northcentralga.org or 770-384-8548, 

You may also visit gabaptist.org/backpacks to see a list of ministry sites that are 

available for adoption by churches/organizations. 

North Central Area Missions will have a trailer on site at 4206 North Arnold Mill 

Road, beginning October 3, 2019 for those churches that are collecting through 

the Association.  Our last collection day will be Thursday, October 31. 

Christmas Backpack Gift Suggestions 

 

 The Christmas Story  

           If you register with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, the Christmas                 

 Story  flyers will be mailed to you. 

 If you coordinate your collection through North Central Area Missions and 

 do NOT register with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, North Central                    

 Area Missions will provide the Christmas Story flyers to you. 

 Two ribbons or zip ties to indicate gender and age of recipient.                                

NOTE:  colored zip ties can be purchased on Amazon.  Or, North Central Area 

Missions will have zip ties available for your use. 

 The 2 ribbons/zip ties should be tied securely to the backpack (see gender/

age KEY on the following page).. 

All zippered backpacks and gifts are to be NEW items.                                                                        

No used items please.  For each NEW zippered backpack, please include: 

2019 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  ALL backpacks should be packed in medium size storage boxes 

(18x18x16).  These boxes are available at Wal-Mart, Home Depot, Lowe’s or                            

shipping/packing stores.                                                                                                     

The boxes need to be securely taped on the top and bottom - not just folded over. 



Please pack backpacks according to the guidelines below. 

Always include a copy of the Christmas Story! 

TOYS (At least 1 item): Small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos,                         

harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light    

up or make noise (with extra batteries), Slinky®, Frisbee, card games such as Ol’ Maid, 

Go Fish, etc. 

HYGIENE ITEMS (At least 2 items):  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed 

and in a plastic bag), shampoo (securely sealed & in a plastic bag), hairbrush, comb,         

pony tail holders, barrettes, hair clips, washcloth, etc. 

OTHER (At least 2 items):  Children’s or Teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word, or CSB                    

versions), age-appropriate Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights 

(with extra batteries). 

FOOD (At least 2 items):  Canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires   

a can opener and no plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate) and 

lollipops (please double bag all candy, mints, gum).  (NO food items with peanut butter 

or nuts). 

CLOTHING (At least 2 items.  All clothing items must be new with tags/packaging):                           

T-shirts, underwear, socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap fleece pullover, warm                         

outerwear. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES: School supplies are welcome, but not all sites need school 

supplies.  If you are partnering with a site, please check with them regarding school      

supplies and what type of school supplies are needed.  Please use age-appropriate 

school supplies. 

Additional ideas to consider for older kids (11-17): 

GIRLS:  lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits,               

journals, fun socks, slippers, doodle books, Spirograph kit, feminine hygiene supplies. 

BOYS:  LEGOS®, card games, hand-held electronic games, flashlights (with extra              

batteries), basketball, soccer ball, NERF® football. 

Please do not include any food items that are perishable or can be easily crushed or 

opened white in transit.  Please do not include any knives. 

Gender  Age                                                                                                                 

Blue = Boy  Purple = Ages 2-3                                                                                  

Pink = Girl  Yellow = Ages 4-7                                                        

   Green  = Ages 8-10   

   Red = Ages 11-14    

   White = Ages 15-17 

Example:  Girl, age 6                                                                                                                 

1 pink ribbon/ziptie, 1 yellow ribbon/ziptie securely tied to the backpack 

“Don’t tell me 

how much Jesus 

loves me, show 

me how much             

Jesus loves me.” 



 Transitions                                
(Continued from Page 3) 

The obvious solution was to out-

source our accounting.  This would 

make up the bulk of our lost                    

resources from the new arrange-

ment with the Georgia Baptist 

Mission Board.  We are very grate-

ful the Lord has allowed us to have 

Mrs. Lively for as many years as 

we were able to have her.  This 

decision was not made lightly but 

was the most important first step 

of our transition in the new 

“normal.”  The outcome of the  

future steps will continue to be 

made through the wisdom and 

leadership of the Steering                  

Committee. 

With this change, we have found 

an Accountant that has had multi-

ple years of experience in secular 

corporate (The Trane Company), 

and with non-profits (Habitat for 

Humanity), handling the total            

accounting for these two huge 

corporations.  She is also a                   

pastor’s wife of one of our Etowah 

pastors, giving her an inside track 

on knowing how to work with our 

pastors and church leaders.  We 

are hoping you will have the               

opportunity to meet our new,       

part-time accountant, Mrs. Bobbie 

Kight, in the future.  She will be 

handling all of our financials and 

will help us arrange our new found 

financial set up from the GBMB 

transitions that have been thrust             

upon us. 

In the midst of all our transitions, 

we know that there is no other 

god but our God!  He has provided 

faithfully for us throughout the 

changes of the past.  Why should 

we not trust Him to continue what 

He has so faithfully proven to us 

that He will do? 

Standing amazed in His                  

presence, 

Alan J. Morris 

      

For reservations or more information, call Georgia Baptist Conference Center at 706-886-3133 



For additional information or 
to register,                                   
please visit                                                                    

https://gabaptist.org/event/transitional-pastor-training-2/  

For additional information; visit 

https://missiongeorgia.org/  

https://gabaptist.org/event/transitional-pastor-training-2/
https://missiongeorgia.org/




2019 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting                                              

November 10 - 12                                                                                      

New Hope Baptist Church, Fayetteville 

The 2019 GBC Annual Meeting is a yearly 

event to conduct the business of the                  

Georgia Baptist Convention in accordance 

with the Constitution and By-Laws of the 

Convention.                                                                         

In addition, the Annual Meeting serves to                   

provide inspiration for messengers from 

the member churches of the Convention                   

as well  as provide opportunities for                        

networking among the member church              

representatives. It provides the opportunity 

for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board staff 

to increase the awareness of the ministries 

and resources available to the churches of 

the Georgia Baptist Convention. 

For more information, visit                          

gabaptist.org/ministerswives 

For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/event/gbc-annual-meeting/  

Sunday, November 10    

Pre-Convention Rally                  

6 pm - 7 pm                        

 

 

Monday, November 11                 

Preaching Conference               

1 pm - 4:30 pm 

GBC Annual Meeting          

Session 1                                        

6 pm -  9 pm                       

Tuesday, November 12           

GBC Annual Meeting              

Session 2                                     

9 am - noon    

GBC Annual Meeting               

Session 3                           

2 pm - 5:30 pm                   

https://gabaptist.org/event/gbc-annual-meeting/


September 2019 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

2 Labor Day (North Central Area Missions will be closed) 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, 8:00 AM until 12 Noon 

17 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

 

October 2019 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Annual Meeting (see page 1) 

3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

7 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, 8:00 AM until 12 Noon 

17 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

29 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Bobbie Kight - Accountant 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


