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Georgia Baptist Convention is now                                                 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board 

“A new era in Georgia Baptist missions” began on                        

January 1, 2016.  “The first day of the New Year witnessed 

the Georgia Baptist Mission Board (GBMB) being brought into existence, setting the course for 

more effective ministry, better use of personnel, and a greater commitment to reaching the state 

for Christ.”* 

*Quoted from The Christian Index, December 24, 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canton Police Department, in partnership with the Cherokee Sheriff’s Office, will be hosting a 

community training program for Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events (CRASE). 

This course is designed and built on the AVOID, DENY, DEFEND strategy that was developed by the 

Advanced Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT) Center located at Texas State             

University.  Agency instructors will be teaching this instruction that is designed to provide strategies, 

guidance and a proven plan for surviving an active shooter event. 

THIS VERY IMPORTANT PROGRAM IS OPEN TO ALL CITIZENS! 

Children are welcome to attend, but parental guidance is strongly recommended as some of the                

presented material will contain scenes that are sensitive to some viewers. 

Seating will be at a premium and is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

DATE: Thursday, February 18, 2016                                                                                            

TIME: 6:30 PM to 8:00 PM                                                                                                     

LOCATION: First Baptist Church of Canton, 1 Mission Point, Canton, Georgia 

For more information, please contact Sergeant Scott Hoffman                                                                  

at Scott.hoffman@canton-georgia.com or the City of Canton Police Department at                           

770-720-4883.        

*This ad taken from a flyer developed by the Canton Police Department.                                                       

C.R.A.S.E. 
Civilian Response to Active Shooter 



The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association invites you to 

the following Rally for a time of challenge and prayer: 

Prayer Rally with Franklin Graham                                                                               

Georgia State Capital Liberty Plaza                                                                                    

06 Washington St SW, Atlanta 30034                                                                                

February 10, 2016                                                                                                        

    12:00 Noon                                                                                                                   

For more information, you may visit https://decisionamericatour.com 

Annie Armstrong Easter Offering                                                      

Week of Prayer March 6-13, 2016                             

National Goal: $70 million                                  

For additional information, please visit                        

anniearmstrong.com 

For additional information or to register,                            

please visit gabaptist.org 

For additional information or to register,                                 

please visit gabaptist.org 

For additional information or to register, please visit gabaptist.org 



  “Vision. Relevance. Passion.      

Direction. Missional.” 

The unique job that I have allows me to see a 

broad spectrum of what terminology is cur-

rently being used, modeled, and “fashionable” 

in our churches. The words at the top are the 

key “catch-words” that are currently in vogue 

in most of our churches today. There is abso-

lutely NOTHING wrong with these words, nor 

the concepts that they represent. As a matter 

of fact, most of my closest friends have used 

these words in describing their goals and 

values for the future. Just last week I had a 

conversation with a young man that is       

contemplating going to seminary and entering 

the ministry, and he used every word above 

(another reason for these particular words) in 

describing himself and what he would do if 

given leadership in a church. I applaud our 

current denominational and regional leader-

ship in educating our churches and future 

leaders in terms that are indicative of the 

characteristics found in the members and 

leaders in the early church.  

So what’s my problem? Please understand, 

the terms and their implications are “spot on,” 

as the Brits say, but my concern is that they 

are only words. Words that may have been 

taught without any example of how to imple-

ment them in day to day, “grindstone-living” 

experiences. Many times I have found myself 

using terms like these to describe “how we 

should live,” but under the microscope of   

personal evaluation, I am embarrassingly, 

woefully hypocritical. Casting a “vision” is 

much easier than living one out. Making sure 

my messages are “relevant” is much easier 

than working them out on Tuesday afternoon. 

And to be honest, having “passion” for those 

that rub me the wrong way or offend me at 

some point might be a reality, only the type of 

“passion” is questionable. As for “direction” 

and being “missionally-minded,” I’m sure if I 

studied myself long enough I’d see the chinks 

in my own armor.  

This past Christmas break, I was studying 
through my Bible, reacquainting myself with 
some of the Minor Prophet’s messages and 
came across a strange declaration from 
Amos. It says this: 

 “For thus says the Lord to the 
house of Israel: “Seek Me and live; 
but do not seek Bethel, nor enter 
Gilgal, nor pass over to Beersheba; 
for Gilgal shall surely go into                
captivity, and Bethel shall come to 
nothing. Seek the Lord and live, 
lest he break out like fire in the 
house of Joseph, and devour it, 
with no one to quench it in Bethel – 
You who turn justice to wormwood, 
and lay righteousness to rest in the 
earth!”” (Amos 5:4-7) 

When reading this passage, I ordinarily would 

spot the repeated phrase, “Seek Me and live,” 

and focus on this and its many implications. 

However, for some reason I stopped and 

looked at the three cities that Amos men-

tioned – Bethel, Gilgal, and Beersheba. I was 

struck with a fresh awareness. 

When the average Christian is asked to    

describe his/her relationship with God, the 

answer usually turns the calendar backwards 

to a time when they first experienced God’s 

reality, or when they were baptized, or when 

God demonstrated Himself in a powerful way. 

To some degree or another, we tend to “rest 

on our laurels” when it comes to our spiritual 

walk. Why study the Word today? I’m fine with 

the Lord. I have seen Him work in my life and 

He knows I love Him. Phrases similar to these 

are actually our attempt in putting our trust in 

Bethel, Gilgal, and Beersheba, not in a fresh 

“seeking the Lord.” Let me explain. 

The first geographic hotspot mentioned is 

Bethel, where Jacob wrestled with an angel in 

an AWA title match, and the winner of the 

prized, heavy-weight, gold-belted trophy was 

the angel. Jacob did get something out of it. 

He got a blessing and a new name – Israel. 

That was a significant moment and location 

for the children of “Israel!” That was where 

they got their name! The place was sacred, a 

“holy place of honor” for the Jews. The mere 

mention of the place would make a dedicated 

Jew cover his heart with his right hand, so to 

speak. Bethel is like Nashville to Country 

Music lovers. 

Second was Gilgal. This is where they first 

entered the Promised Land under the direc-

tion of Joshua. It’s where they placed the 12 

stones taken out of the Jordon River by each 

of the leaders of each of the 12 tribes to set 

up a memorial. You know, the famous, “What 

mean these stone?” speech. That was where 

the Jews were to occasionally bring back their 

little ones and remind them of God’s miracu-

lous hand bringing them out of bondage and 

into the land that flowed with milk and honey. 

The idea was after they got fat and sassy, 

they had a place to remind the next genera-

tion of God’s reality, power, and love, and so 

they would not become unfaithful and idola-

trous. Yep, you can see how that worked out. 

Beersheba is the first place that Abraham dug 

a well after his covenant with the Lord. In this 

same location Abraham made a covenant 

with Abimelech, and it is considered the be-

ginning place of the land of promise. Almost 

every time the promise land is described in its 

geographic location it either begins with or 

ends with Beersheba (for instance, “… from 

Beersheba to the valley of Hinnon,” or “… 

from Dan to Beersheba,” or “… Beersheba to 

Mount Ephraim”). It was symbolic of the 

whole of the Promised Land, also found in 

many songs about God’s keeping of His 

promises. It’s another place that causes a 

catch in the throat of the average Jew. It’s 

where it all started. These three cities are 

emotionally charged places that the Jews 

would point to and say, “See, our God is real!” 

Isn’t it odd that God would speak through the 

prophet Amos instructing the children of Israel 

to “Seek Me and live,” with a stinging follow-

up that they not look backwards at the places 

where He had begun His work, showed His 

power, and kept His promise? Not to remi-

nisce on the good ole days. Not to glorify or 

glamorize the old days or even the main 

events of the past. He said to the children of 

Israel that they will NOT find His help in those 

places. Instead He instructs them to do a 

check up on their current conditions – these 

self-evaluations included “justice and right-

eousness.” No ceremonial jesting, no pomp 

and circumstance of rehearsed, memorized 

lines and phrases that lacked any actual reali-

ty in life. Soul-searching brokenness was the 

call of the prophet. In this process would you 

find your answer and your help.  

The word, “seek,” in Hebrew is quite difficult 

to define. It is “darash,” and it has an abun-

dance of meanings and nuances. Of course it 

means to seek, but it also means “to frequent, 

to consult, to resort to, and to investigate.” 

Interestingly, the idea of frequency is              

important here. The word is commonly used 

to express someone crossing the threshold of 

their house, a common activity that draws 

more attention and wear than any other place 

in the house. Think about it. Everyone that 

comes into the house (or leaves) crosses the 

threshold, unless they come in through the 

window. The key is frequency. The idea of 

seeking something that is valuable, needed, 

and desirable is not hard for us to imagine. 

Couple that with the concept of frequency    

and that helps to define the basic cry of the 

prophet to seek the Lord and live.  

The message of Amos was for the children of 

Israel to stop settling on their experiences 

with the Lord from former times, but to seek 

Him now, seek Him with all their heart, to 

seek Him often. It was an appeal to examine 

their own hearts, confess their sins that have 

been displayed through a lack of both justice 

and righteousness. The message of Amos is 

as appropriate for us today in the year 2016 

as it was for the “children of Joseph.” I need 

this message to be applied to my heart. Do 

you? 

Alan J. Morris 

 



This Global Impact Conference 

is being conducted by                            

First Baptist Canton.                                         

For additional information, 

please call 770-479-5538 or visit 

fbccanton.org.  

Pastoral Changes 

Rev. Tommy Foster resigned as               

Senior Pastor of Union Hill Baptist 

Church in September 2015.  Our best 

wishes and prayers go with                

Tommy as he continues to serve in 

Christian ministry. 

Rev. Doug Turner resigned as                   

Senior Pastor at Bridgeway Church  

effective December 31, 2015.                           

Doug accepted a senior pastor position 

at a church in Stanton, KY.  Our prayers 

and best wishes go with Doug and his 

family as they begin serving in this new 

location. 

First Baptist Roswell has called                  

Dr. Kevin Head as Senior Pastor                       

beginning March 1, 2016.  Kevin had 

served as Interim Pastor at First                 

Roswell since November of 2014.   

North Central Area Missions and the           

Roswell Baptist Association welcome 

Kevin and his family!                            

Please remember the following churches in 

the North Central area that are in a pastor 

search process. 

Foothills Community Church                                                 

(Etowah Association) 

Bethesda Haitian Baptist Church                                

(Roswell Association) 

Bridgeway Church                                                    

(Roswell Association) 

Union Hill Baptist Church                                           

(Roswell Association) 

Zion Missionary Baptist Church                               

(Roswell Association) 

South Cherokee Baptist Church,                                    

Woodstock                                                                 

(Etowah Baptist Association)                                                

is in need of a pianist (interim or full time).                                                                 

They are also in need of a Music Minister.                                                                 

Individuals interested in either position, 

should contact Faye Doss at 

fdoss@woodstockga.gov or call her at                     

678-898-1451.      

Living Stones Church, Cumming                                              

(Lanier Baptist Association)                                          

is seeking to hire a full time Worship/Student                  

Pastor.  Resumes will be received through                 

February and can be sent to Search Team                         

Chairman, info@thelivingstoneschurch.com. 

First Baptist Holly Springs                         

(Etowah Association)                                                        

is searching for a part-time worship leader.  

Please send inquiries and resumes to                                    

Pastor Phil Young at                                                          

pastor.phil@fbchollysprings.com,                             





The GBAMA Conference is offered by 

the Georgia Baptist Mission Board for 

church Ministry Assistants 

Guest Speaker: Frances Worthington          

Worship Leader: Cliff Lewis 

For additional information or to register, 

please visit gabaptist.org/gbama/                                         

or contact Lisa Dawson at                                       

lisa@columbusbaptistassociation.com                    

or 706-322-7757 

 For additional information or to register, please visit                                                             

www.gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 



Recent response to “War Room” indicates that God is calling His people to            
prayer, and God’s people are responding with a hunger to learn to pray 
more effectively and strategically.  Developed by Claude King, Prayer Boot 
Camp is a flexible prayer training experience to provide basic training in 
prayer and to introduce the weapons of our spiritual warfare. It is not just 
learning about prayer. It is learning to pray by praying together. The                   
content is based on The Battle Plan for Prayer by Stephen and Alex 
Kendrick, developers of “War Room.” 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Enlisting Trainers for Prayer Boot Camps                                                                 

In an effort to equip God’s people and mobilize them for prayer, we’re looking for church,                  
ministry, and prayer leaders who are willing to be trained to equip others using Prayer Boot 
Camps. Trainers will receive: 
● A copy of The Battle Plan for Prayer 
● Reproducible handouts   
● A leader guide including scripts for leading a variety of prayer experiences, and 
● Optional PowerPoint slides. Trainers will be encouraged to offer training to churches,              
ministries, small groups of intercessors, denominational district and associational                          
organizations, and others requesting training. The Prayer Boot Camp is designed in modules so 
it can be customized to the setting and amount of time available: Weekend or two day retreat; 
twohour experience; oneday event; halfday event; one module at a time in a weekly prayer 
meeting. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Upcoming Prayer Boot Camp Training Event In NCAM Area 
February 27, Tabernacle Baptist Church, Cartersville 9:00am  3:30pm 
To Register, email davidfranklin.ndpga@gmail.com 
Please know this is a train the trainer event as the goal is to equip Georgia to pray. Trainers 
will be equipped to return to their church, ministry, etc to train the Body of Christ to pray.               
As a result, we ask that no more than three per organization come to be trained. Please know 
lunch will not be served as we will fast through the event. Lights snacks and beverages 
will be provided for those who need them.   

Prayer Boot Camp - Basic Training for a Life of Prayer 

Bill Baker with Appalachian Regional                      

Ministries recently shared that               

Georgia Baptists provided 31,396 

backpacks to the children of                                

Appalachia in 2015.                                     

Also, there were 1,317 professions of 

faith. 



February 2016 
1 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

10 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - place TBD 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Valentine’s Day 

16 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - North Central Office 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

23 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

March 2016 
3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6-13 Annie Armstrong Week of Prayer and Easter Offering (see page 2) 

7  Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

20 Palm Sunday 

24 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Good Friday 

27 Easter 

29 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 




