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Pastoral Staff  

Dr. Bob Horner began serving as 

Senior Pastor of Foothills                   

Community Church (Etowah          

Association) effective October 16, 

2016.   

The Etowah Baptist Association and 

North Central Area Missions                 

welcomes Bob and his wife, Mary. 

The Georgia Baptist Children’s Home 

and Family Ministries thanks all                   

churches in the Etowah, Hightower and 

Roswell Baptist Associations for their 

donations of food and gift cards during 

the 2016 Food Collection Drive. 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices 

We continue to delve into a study of                  

characters from the Old Testament. We 

have already looked at the first couple, 

Adam and Eve, and their second born, 

short-lived son, Abel. Now let’s look at a 

very unusual character that has much to 

offer.  

The Lesson from Enoch - “Walking With 

God” 

Genesis 5:21-24, Hebrews 11:5, Jude 14 

Walking. Everyone that has two reason-

ably healthy legs can do this. The action is 

necessary for us to move from one place to 

another. Walking requires energy, balance, 

alertness, and direction.  Walking is one of 

the skills learned early in life. When we 

were young, it was trial and error. We 

would often fall down, looking quite comi-

cal as we teetered on one leg trying to 

catch our balance but still crashing to the 

floor. Eventually we mastered the skill and 

became proficient in walking on various 

terrain, with the ability to catch our self if 

we lost our footing. Ultimately, we walked 

more and fell less.  

Walking is also a word that speaks of rela-

tionships. A married couple will “walk” 

through life together. A church family will 

“walk” through a tragedy together or share 

in each other’s “walk of life.” In Amos 3:3, 

the prophet asks, “Can two walk together 

unless they are agreed?” It’s a question of 

shared relationship. It demonstrates a key 

element that two who walk together must 

be in common agreement regarding the 

direction and purposes for their lives. This 

definition certainly applies to the person we 

are studying in this lesson – Enoch. 

Enoch had a very unique relationship with 

the Father, God. Not surprising, Enoch 

means “dedicated” in Hebrew. He was 

certainly dedicated to his Creator and to 

spending time with Him. 

The Bible describes Enoch as possessing 

some amazing closeness to Almighty God, 

a closeness unlike anyone else of his time 

period. Twice in Genesis it states that he 

“walked with God” (5:22,24), and Hebrews 

says that “he pleased God” (11:5). Enoch 

is one of only two people in all the Scrip-

ture that did not experience physical death. 

God took him to heaven without Enoch 

having to go through the pain or agony of 

death.  

What can we learn from this kind of man? 

It is very likely that the phrase “walked with 

God” is both the physical act of walking 

and the building of a relationship. This 

man, Enoch, experienced a supernatural 

relationship on this earth with the Creator 

of the universe. We know from studying 

Revelation that one day we will be able to 

experience a relationship like this when we 

are in the new heaven, new earth, and the 

New Jerusalem. But can we have that kind 

of closeness, a supernatural relationship 

with God now, right here on this side,               

before our heavenly clothes are put on? 

Much can be learned from this Old Testa-

ment hero, Enoch. To start with, walking is 

a process. There is a purpose, a destina-

tion. The same is true about building rela-

tionships. They don’t just happen. Energy 

and effort must be expended. Common 

ground must be shared. A development of 

interests and purpose must take place. It 

can start out slowly, but must be continued 

regularly. Conversations and feelings must 

reach into the secret, hidden levels of our 

being, the deep places of our heart. This is 

what happened with Enoch and God. 

Enoch built a relationship with God that 

was consistent, natural, and genuine. It 

was in the common activities of his life – 

they walked through these together.  

A small child once heard the story of 

Enoch from his Sunday School teacher. 

When he got home, his mother asked him 

what he learned at church that day. He told 

her how Enoch did not die but went 

straight to heaven. The mother asked how 

that happened. The boy answered, “Well, 

God and Enoch went for walks a lot, and 

one day God asked Enoch, “Hey, would 

you like to come to My house to play?”” 

Although that is a simplistic way to look at 

it, the explanation is not far from being 

totally correct. Enoch did indeed go to 

God’s house. Enoch, you see, regularly 

took walks with God. I think it is interesting 

that he did not crawl or run. This develop-

ment of a relationship with God was on an 

even pace, not straining or taxing, nor too 

shallow or easy. They walked together in 

harmony and in step with each other. 

I regularly go for walks with my wife. It’s an 

exercise that we can do and enjoy doing 

as it allows us to talk about our day and 

the events that took place in it. We have 

developed a deep, intimate relationship 

over our 37 years together and we have 

many shared interests. We work out                  

together, play games together (she is     

awesome at Xbox), read together, watch 

the same programs together, and just                

enjoy each other’s company in general. 

This relationship has not always been easy 

or close. We have experienced many 

bumps and detours along the way, but the 

consistency of our “walk,” our building and 

working on the relationship, has weathered 

many storms, some quite severe. The 

physical act of walking best fits our                

combined determination in developing our 

marriage – she has to stretch her short 

legs some, and I have to hold back on my 

faster pace. Our love requires equal sacri-

fice and personal adjustments. Walking 

demonstrates this both physically and     

metaphorically.  

It is obvious from the Book of Jude, that 

Enoch was a prophet. Jude states that 

Enoch prophesied how “The Lord comes 

with ten thousands of His saints, to                  

execute judgment on all, to convict all               

who are ungodly among them of all their 

ungodly deeds which they have committed 

in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh 

things which ungodly sinners have spoken 

against Him.” (Jude 14-15) Although this 

prophecy was never recorded in the Old 

Testament, the Holy Spirit of God wanted 

us to hear the warning of this incredible 

man and so He moved Jude to write it 

down. From these words you hear a man 

that was unhinged about the “ungodly” 

thoughts, actions, and words of sinful men. 

You can hear the strength of his conviction 

with words like, “judgment,” “convict,” and 

“harsh.” The frequency of the word, 

“ungodly,” (4 times in 1 sentence) demon-

strates his sensitivity to the importance of 

godliness, or holiness. This is a natural 

byproduct of someone that spends                   

volumes of time with Almighty God, making 

it exceedingly obvious whenever someone 

misses that mark. Being in close relation-

ship with God allows you to see the “grey 

areas,” the compromises, and that which is 

just, well, ungodly, while others might just 

write it off saying, “Oh, it’s no big deal,       

everyone is doing it.” 

Enoch was a man like no other. He walked 
with God. He sensed the holiness of God 

and it impacted his life dramatically. He 
warned that ungodliness would bring sure 
judgment from the Lord (and “ten thou-

sands of His saints”). Enoch’s ways 
pleased God. On a deep level, Enoch 
demonstrates how a relationship with God 

must be like walking. A focused, deter-
mined, energy-expending, consistent   
practice that will be repeated over and 

over. This is walking with God and the  
benefits of such – well, there is no way to 
measure them all. They defy logic and are 

out of this world!  

Alan J. Morris 

 



Once again, the Georgia Baptist Mission Board will conduct VBS Jumpstarts and Clinics 

VBS Jumpstart - January 17, 2017                                                                                                

VBS Clinic - March 18, 2017 

Both the Jumpstart and Clinic will be held at: 

Roswell Street Baptist Church                                                                                                

774 Roswell Street                                                                                                           

Marietta, GA 30060 

Additional information and registration will be available soon at gabaptist.org/kids.                              

Or, you may call 770-936-5286. 

North Central Area Missions will have Galactic Starveyors literature                  

available to any church that would like to drop by and view the material firsthand.  

We are also available to answer any questions you might have regarding the                         

Galactic Starveyors literature.    

As in the past, North Central is available to help you and your church in obtaining 

Lifeway VBS materials.  We will receive your order, forward it to Lifeway and pick 

it up, then we will deliver it to your church. 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru North Central 

or directly thru Lifeway.  North Central does receive a rebate from Lifeway on all 

VBS orders purchased directly thru our office.  These funds are used to assist 

small or new start churches needing financial assistance in conducting VBS     

programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office by email to 

janice@northcentralga.org, by fax to 770-384-8658 or by calling our office at                      

770-384-8548. 

Lifeway Christian Resources has announced that more than 74,000 people made a 

decision to follow Christ as a result of VBS 2015. 





Financial help is needed to 

make Christmas brighter! 

   

Mission:Dignity is preparing to send a special $250 Christmas check to qualified                  

recipients, including 132 in the state of Georgia. These are retired Southern Baptist 

pastors, workers and widows living in critical financial need.  Would you help               

underwrite the $32,000 needed to provide these checks to every                                                   

Georgia Mission:Dignity recipient? 

If you are able to assist with this request, you may donate on line at                                          

MissionDignity.org/ChristmasCheck,                                                                                           

call toll free to 1-888-984-8433,                                                                                              

or mail a check to:                                                                                                          

GuideStone Retirement Support                                                                                                

2401 Cedar Springs Road                                                                                                      

Dallas, TX 75201-1498 

100% of your gift is used to help someone in need 

For additional information, visit gabaptist.org/kids 



Your Church Goal 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for international missions and the Week of Prayer             

December 1 - 8, 2016 

WWW.MOVECONFERENCE.COM 



November 2016  
3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

7 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

8 ELECTION DAY 

9 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14-15 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (see page 1) 

17 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

22 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

23-25 Thanksgiving Holidays - North Central Area Missions closed 

29 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

  

December 2016 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

15 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

20 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

22-31 Christmas Holidays - North Central Area Missions closed (we will return to work on Monday, January 2, 2017) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


