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 The Georgia Baptist Children’s Home truck loading 

for churches in the                                                                

Etowah Baptist Association                                          
and the                                                                                    

Roswell Baptist Association                                                           
will take place October 30 beginning at 5:00 PM at the North Central Area Missions office,                    

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock 30188 

Items requested are:                                                                                                         

Styrofoam cups/bowls, plates and plastic forks and spoons, liquid laundry detergent, liquid                      

dishwashing detergent, and gift cards. 

Hightower Baptist Association Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, October 3, 2018  -  9:00 AM 

Coal Mountain Baptist Church, 3220 Dahlonega Highway, Cumming 30040 

The Georgia Baptist Children’s Home truck loading 

for churches in the Hightower Baptist Association will 

take place at the Annual Meeting at                                  

Coal Mountain Baptist Church on October 3. 

Items requested are:                                                                                                         

canned chicken, 100% juices (especially orange), salad dressing (French & Ranch),                         

snacks (individually wrapped), 55 gallon trash bags and gift cards. 

Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 30, 2018                                                                                   

Dinner at 6:00 PM                                                                                                         

Worship Service at 7:00 PM 

North Central Area Missions Office, 4206 North Arnold Mill Road, 

Woodstock 30188 

Guest Speaker:  Rev. Gary Bulley, Pastor of Living Stones Church in Cumming  

For additional information or if you have questions, please contact us at 

janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548. 



Hightower Baptist Association WMU Fall Meeting 

Collection of Christmas Backpacks 

Hightower Baptist Association WMU is honored to host our                                                                 
Fall Missions Meeting on Monday, October 8 at 7pm                                                                         

at Castleberry Road Baptist Church in Cumming Georgia.  

We will be colleting backpacks at this location from 530-7pm and also at Friendship 
Baptist Church of Cumming GA on October 5 from 7-9pm in the Family Life Center 
(Roper Road entrance). For more information on the Christmas Backpack mission, 

please visit www.Christmasbackpacks.org or you can call Leigh Parson to discuss pick 
up for our Association at 678-427-1821.   

http://www.Christmasbackpacks.org


Timeless Truths from 

the Oldest Voices 

The Comparison of Elijah and 

Elisha - “Bold vs. Gentle”   

We are continuing in our multi-year 

study of Old Testament characters 

and what they can offer us today. 

This month we are going to do a 

slight alteration in our normal                 

format. Instead of looking at the 

contribution of a particular individual 

(or group, in the case of the Mighty 

Men of David), we are going to do a 

comparison of two of Scripture’s 

most famous, awe-inspiring                 

prophets, Elijah and Elisha. In              

August we looked at the man,            

Elijah, and his unique contribution 

and example, but this month we are 

going to overlay his footprint with 

his mentor and star pupil, Elisha. 

My purpose here will be clearly     

stated at the end. 

The history section of the Old            

Testament is critically connected by 

the time of the Monarchy, the kings 

that led Israel both when they were 

unified and when they were divided 

into two kingdoms. The books of          

1st and 2nd Kings offers the most 

complete running dialogue of both 

the Kingdom of Israel and the              

Kingdom of Judah. In this political 

diary is also the life, times, and 

events of the most popular prophets 

that ever graced the pages of                    

history – Elijah and Elisha.                    

No children’s Bible story book is 

complete without the “children’s      

version” of the stories of these two 

iconic characters. I still remember 

the one I grew up with, but I also 

remember how much was left out 

from my innocent eyes after I read 

those narratives for myself.  

First let’s look at the similarities of 

these two mouth-pieces of Almighty 

God. Both were men of faith,               

evidenced in the fact that the             

Scripture records both obeying 

completely and immediately the 

commands God instructed to them. 

They were both men of prayer, 

again as substantiated by the  

Scriptures, they both cried out to 

God for His movement. They were 

men of miracles, conduits of God’s 

supernatural power through the              

extraordinary, which, by the way 

was rarer throughout Scripture than 

most realize. *(God created the 

earth and the laws that govern the 

earth, thus He is in no way             

restricted by those laws. Though    

He is visibly present throughout all 

of the events of the Bible, He rarely 

alters the laws of nature to perform 

miracles through a messenger, 

making this an unusual form of His 

expression.) 

The main similarity of these men 

was that they were men of God. 

They were men that lived by God’s 

standard, proclaimed God’s truth, 

revealed God’s power, prophesied 

and taught others the words and 

events of God in a time when all of 

Israel was reprobate, disobedient, 

and idolatrous. It was not a popular 

time to be a preacher! They had 

their fair share of opposition and 

naysayers. Many a pastor has 

found comfort in the ways these   

two handled adversaries and the 

general hardheaded troublemakers. 

Both had minimal success in              

getting the message to the political 

monarchs of their day, but God’s 

name, power, and reality were                

unquestionably demonstrated 

through their short time of leader-

ship. 

Although their ministries were back 

to back and they had some similari-

ties, the number of differences and 

the style of leadership could not be 

more different, like night and day! 

The first miracle that Elijah                    

performed was the announcement 

of the judgment of God through a 

weather-related phenomenon 

(severe drought, no rain or dew). 

The first miracle of Elisha was a 

positive, uplifting action of hope, to 

counteract a poisonous well of              

water. Elijah ministered for about  

10 years, Elisha for about 55 years. 

Elisha nearly doubled the number of 

miracles performed, though Elijah’s 

were a bit more dramatic. Elijah is 

called the “prophet of fire,” while 

Elisha is called the “prophet of              

water” in most commentaries.  

These two men were so polar in 

their personalities and ministerial 

performance, you simply can’t let 

that obvious reality go unspoken. 

Elijah was a “take-no-prisoner,”           

vocally unapologetic, and even            

sarcastic in nature type of leader. 

Elisha was a professor-type, more 

calming and gentle (except when 

you make fun of his hair line) and 

building off of the relationships he 

developed from his school of the 

prophets. Elijah was bare-knuckles, 

Elisha was hands-on. The miracle 

of the flaming chariots and horses 

that guarded him and his servant in 

2 Kings 6, had the opportunity for 

Elisha to completely annihilate his 

enemy’s army, but instead he made 

them a feast and sent them home. 

Elijah, however, after his showdown 

at Carmel, had all the prophets and 

prophetesses killed.  

 

(Continued on Page 7) 



Georgia Baptists, once again in 2018, have the opportunity to                

provide Christmas backpacks to needy children. 

This backpack ministry is now organized and made available to 

Georgia Baptists through the Appalachian Mountain Ministry of the 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board. 

This year, Georgia Baptists are being challenged to provide 40,000 backpacks for children in                     

Appalachia (North Georgia, Kentucky and Tennessee) and Southwest Georgia. 

You may bring your filled backpacks to the North Central Area Missions office beginning Monday, 

October 8, 2018.  The last date we will receive backpacks is Thursday, November 1, 2018.                        

Your filled backpacks need to be placed in 18x18x16 size storage boxes (available at Wal-Mart, 

Lowe’s, Home Depot, etc).   

Two ribbons or colored zip ties* need to be placed on each backpack, as shown below: 

                 Gender      Age                                               

       Blue ribbon = Boy    Yellow ribbon= Ages 4-7                                            

                 Pink ribbon= Girl    Green ribbon = Ages 8-10                                       

                    Red ribbon= Ages 11-15 

*These ribbons/zip ties take the place of the cards that have previously been placed on each backpack. 

Please pack backpacks according to the guidelines below: 

Toys (at least 1 item; no more than 2): small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas,                   

yo-yos, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, small Etch A Sketch, toys that light up or make noise (with extra            

batteries), Slinky, Frisbee, card games such as Old Maid, Go Fish, etc.                                                                       

Hygiene Items (at least 2 items, no more than 3):  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed and in a 

plastic bag), shampoo (securely sealed & in a plastic bag), hairbrush, comb, pony tail holders, barrettes, 

hair clips, washcloth, etc.                                                                                                                                            

Other (at least 2 items):  Children’s or Teen Bible (KJV, God’s Word or CSB version), age-appropriate 

Christian books, sunglasses, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries).                                                  

Food (at least 2 items): canned food items with pop-tops (nothing which requires a can opener and no 

plastic containers), protein bars, hard candy (NO chocolate), lollipops (please double bag all candy), 

mints, gum.  No food items with peanut butter or nuts.                                                                                                

Clothing (at least 2 items. All clothing items must be new with tags/packaging):  T-shirts, underwear, 

socks, warm hat, gloves, scarf, ball cap, fleece pullover, warm outerwear.                                                                    

Additional items for older girls (11-15):  lip gloss, costume jewelry, scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits, 

journals, fun socks & slippers, doodle books, Spirograph kit, feminine hygiene supplies.                                        

Additional items for older boys (11-15):  Legos, card games, hand-held electronic games, flashlights (with 

extra batteries), basketball, soccer ball, NERF ball. 

Please do not include any food items that are perishable or can be easily crushed or opened while in 

transit.  Please do not include any knives. 

For additional information, please email janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548.                                    

Churches collecting through North Central Area Missions do NOT register separately online through the 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board. 

NOTE:  Churches in the Hightower Association should contact Leigh Parson at 678-427-1821 or                      

parson@sseb.org. 



Revolution Church                                                                                                     

125 Union Hill Trail                                                                                                  

Canton 30115 

October 26 & 27, 2018 

Guest Speakers:  Lysa TerKeurst                           

& Whitney Capps 

Revolution invites all the women in the community 

For more information, please visit                                                                                     

https://revolution.church/event/818973-2018-10-26-womens-conference/ 

 

For tickets go to http://www.firstbaptistcumming.org/ 



 

This MinistrySafe Skillful Screening Training is being offered in the North                         

Central Area Missions region as follows: 

Crabapple First Baptist Church                                                                                       

12760 Birmingham Highway                                                                                            

Milton, GA 30004 

October 30, 2018                                                                                                             

9:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Cost:  Free and lunch is provided 

If you have questions, please contact Kris Hall at khall@gabaptist.org                  

or Greg Williams at gwilliams@crabapplefbc.org. 

If you would like to register for the Training, you may do so at                                               

https://gabaptist.org/event/ministry-safe-child-abuse-awareness-training/ 

MinistrySafe Church Safety Training equips church staff members with                  

awareness, tools and strategies to help protect children from sexual abuse in 

ministry contexts.  This training is vital for full-time and bi-vocational pastors,     

executive pastors, student ministers, children’s ministers and lay leaders. 

Is your church screening staff members and volunteers effectively 

‘keeping the wolf out of the sheep pen’?                                                            

Are kids safe in your church? 

 

Demographic Studies Available thru North Central Area Missions 

North Central Area Missions now has the ability to provide your church with                       

a demographic study of your ministry area.                                                                                   

There is no charge; this service is made available to the associations and 

churches through the Georgia Baptist Mission Board. 

If you/your church would like us to do a demographic for you, please email 

janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548.   



  
 

 

  
  
   

 

Hightower Baptist Associational Revival 
 

Sunday - Tuesday 

October 14, 15 & 16, 2018 at 7:00 pm 

Zion Hill Baptist Church 

Under the Arbor 

located at 

5825 Matt Highway 

Cumming, GA 30028 
 

Sunday night will be youth night.  
 

Ministers 
Sunday night - Rev. J. T. Simonds  

Monday night - Rev. Richard Brown  
Tuesday night - Rev. Bobby Padgett  

HIGHTOWER 

BAPTIST 

ASSOCIATION 

State of Georgia 

Rev. Ricky Byrd                                                    
Moderator 

Rev. Ronnie McCormick                      
Vice Moderator 

Rev. Dennis Bottoms                                    
Executive Committee Chairperson 

Timeless Truths from the Oldest Voices (Continued from Page 3) 

Which leadership style is correct? Which personality is more effective? Herein is my focus this month. 

Both were needed. Both were used. Both got nowhere with the political leadership of their day, but both 

demonstrated the amazing reality of God. We sometimes mock those that do their ministry different than 

we do. In other words, when they hold back a punch when we think they should strike, or they forcibly 

push their agenda when we think they should back down and remain calmer. My message today is this – 

we don’t always have all the story, so why do we think we can sit and make “armchair quarterback”            

decisions for their situations? We are only responsible for our situations and the voice of the Lord in our 

heart that guides us in determining a correct response.  

Leadership is so seriously tough! I’m talking “John Wayne Toilet Paper” tough! The stark difference                 

between Elijah and Elisha should cause each of us in leadership to value the unique expressions of                  

ministry style that is opposite our own. God uses both! But also, the body NEEDS both. Let this sink in 

and instead of mocking our fellow ministers that may be doing things from a different perspective, let’s                 

try praying that the Lord will bless their ministry with a double-portion of God’s Spirit. 

           Alan J. Morris 



http://www.coolspringschurch.com/ 



Pastoral Changes  

Rev. Ryan Wauford began serving as Interim Pastor of Towne Lake Community 

Church on June 3, 2018.  Ryan previously served as Associate Pastor of Cornerstone 

Community Church.  North Central Area Missions and the Etowah Baptist Association      

welcome Ryan along with his wife, Sadie, and their children, Lucy and Judah. 

Rev. Thomas Hammond has resigned as Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church                    

Alpharetta.  He has been named Executive-Director elect of the Georgia Baptist Mission 

Board effective January 1, 2019.  North Central Area Missions and the Roswell Baptist     

Association thank Thomas and Kerri for their 5 1/2 years of ministry at First Alpharetta.     

And, we look forward to working alongside Thomas as he begins serving as Executive                

Director for the entire state of Georgia. 

Dr. Mike Spradlin will begin serving as Interim Pastor at First Baptist Alpharetta on 

November 1, 2018.  North Central Area Missions and the Roswell Baptist Association                       

welcome Mike as he serves during this time of transition. 

Dr. Harry Lucenay began serving as Interim Pastor of First Baptist Dawsonville                 

effective September 2, 2018.  North Central Area Missions and the Lanier Baptist                       

Association welcome Harry as he serves during this time of transition. 

Dr. Randy Smith has announced his resignation as Transitional Pastor of Grace                

Baptist Church in Cumming effective September 23, 2018.  We thank Randy and Kathy 

for over four years of ministry at Grace.  Our prayers are with them as they continue in              

Christian ministry.  Randy will be available for pulpit supply, interim pastorates, or transitional 

pastorates after October 21, 2018.                                                                                           

Dr. Scott Henderson began serving as Bi-Vocational Pastor at Grace Baptist Church 

effective September 23, 2018.  Scott teaches at Luther Rice Seminary so he will be serving 

in a bi-vocational pastoral position at Grace.  North Central Area Missions and the Lanier 

Baptist Association welcome Scott along with his wife, Kathy, and their children, Alex, Ian, 

Arianna and Kavan. 

 

Toonigh Baptist Church                                                          
Celebrating 110 Years of Ministry                                                

Sunday, October 14, 2018                                                       

Celebration Service at 10:30 AM                                   

Meal and fellowship immediately following service  

Special Guest Speaker:  Alan Morris   

Please join us as we celebrate 110 years of                          

Christian ministry! 



First Baptist Church, Dawsonville, GA is accepting resumes for the office of Senior Pastor 
through the month of November 2018. FBC is a vibrant, alive church that’s emphasis is people –                
reaching people for the Gospel and providing a community for God’s people in a nurturing, loving                       

environment. This church located in the North Georgia Mountains is healthy, relational, and passionate 
about making a difference, not only in Dawson County, but in the whole world through effective                    

evangelism, discipleship, and missions. All applicants must adhere to the “Baptist Faith and Message, 
2000,” have experience and seminary training necessary to lead a committed and enthusiastic                            

congregation.                                                                                                                
Please send resumes to FBC, Dawsonville, ATTENTION: Pastor Search Team, PO Box 27,                            

Dawsonville, GA 30534, or email to searchfbcpastor@gmail.com. 

Atlanta Street Baptist Church in Roswell is in need of a part-time Children’s Ministry Director.                                                                                                         

Interested parties should contact Pastor Jamie Caldwell at jcaldwell59@gmail.com. 

Concord Baptist Church in Cumming is seeking a part-time Director of Youth Ministries.                                    

Resumes should be submitted to mardi@cbccumming.org. 

Hopewell Baptist Church in Canton is in need of a full-time Student Pastor.                                                  

Please send resumes to rebeca.norton@hopewellbaptist.com. 

This is a HUGE effort to reach youth for Christ and is open to all denominations.         
To get involved or for more details,                                                                                         

please contact Darin Peppers @ 770-289-2491 or darin@fpmetroatlanta.org 

November 2-3, 2018                                                                    

Second Baptist Church                                                              

Waycross, GA 

Keynote Speaker:  Eric Rentz                                                               

Worship Leader: Darren Aldridge 

For more information or to register visit                                                               
https://gabaptist.org/event/georgia-baptist-sunday-school-directors-summit/ 

This two-day event will help your Sunday School more 

than anything else available.  The GBSSDS will be highly 

energetic, intensely focused, quickly moving, and totally 

devoted to the Sunday School Director. 



 Fall Homecoming - Session 1: October 17-19, 2018                                   

                Session 2: October 22-24, 2018                                                         

      Session 3: October 24-26, 2018 

  Christmas Homecoming - December 3-5, 2018 

For additional information or to make reservations, call the Georgia Baptist                   

Conference Center at 706-886-3133 or email skaup@gabaptist.org. 

Special Needs Ministry  

If your church does not have a special needs ministry, check out this website:        

               https://carolyndouglas711.wixsite.com/wonderresources.   

It was created by Carolyn Douglas, a youth member of Midway Community Church in                         

Alpharetta, GA.  Carolyn is a Girl Scout and, for her Girl Scout Gold Award, she created a 
special needs ministry for her church.  She has created a website that documents the                         
research and work that she and her team put into her project.   

Named "Wonder Resources," the website is a great starting point for any church looking to 
start a special needs ministry.  It includes inexpensive and creative ways to integrate the                 
special needs community into a church no matter how big or small the church is.   

Even if your church is not looking to create such a ministry, Carolyn encourages you to scroll 
through it anyway, just to see the work God has done through her at Midway.   

If you find you have questions after looking through the website, you can contact Carolyn at 
wonder.resources12@gmail.com. 

 

Midway Community Church                                                                             
www.MidwayCC.org                                                                                                                                                                         
Midway@MidwayCC.org                                                                                                                                                        
(770)754-1555 

https://carolyndouglas711.wixsite.com/wonderresources
mailto:wonder.resources12@gmail.com
http://www.MidwayCC.org
mailto:Midway@MidwayCC.org


https://gabaptist.org/event/reaching/ 



Thomas Hammond named                                           

Georgia Baptist Executive Director-elect 

The Georgia Baptist Convention Executive                             

Committee members voted unanimously on                          

September 11, 2018 to accept the search team’s         

recommendation of Thomas Hammond to become 

the convention’s next executive director.   

Hammond will begin serving as Executive Director 

on January 1, 2019.  Dr. J. Robert White retires on                   

December 31, 2018. 

“What an honor and overwhelming, humbling                            

experience this is for Kerri and myself,”  Hammond 

said.  “I appreciate the statement that this is not a 

position, it’s  a responsibility.  Truly it’s a           responsibility that one man cannot do.  Only 

God can do this.  And I can tell you, we will do this together.” 

North Central Area Missions and the churches of the Etowah, Hightower, Lanier and Roswell 

Baptist Associations welcome Rev. Hammond as our Executive Director. 

The 2018 GBC Annual Meeting                                     
is a yearly event to conduct the business of the 

Georgia Baptist Convention in accordance with the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Convention.                     

In addition, the Annual Meeting serves to provide 
inspiration for messengers from the member 

churches of the Convention as well as provide                       
opportunities for networking among the member 

church representatives. It provides the opportunity 
for the Georgia Baptist Mission Board staff to increase the awareness of the ministries 

and resources available to the churches of the Georgia Baptist Convention. 

Schedule                                                                                                                      
Pre-Convention Rally, November 11, 2018 
Preaching Conference, November 12, 2018                                                                

GBC Annual Meeting, November 12-13, 2018 

For additional information or to register, please visit                                                    
https://gabaptist.org/event/2018-gbc-annual-meeting/ 



October 2018 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

3 Hightower Baptist Association Annual Meeting (see front page) 

4  Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

11 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

30  Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting, (see front page) 

 

November 2018 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10?30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

8 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

11-13 GBC Annual Meeting 

21-23 Thanksgiving Holidays, North Central Area Missions closed 

27 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions Office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Lifeway’s VBS 2019 - IN THE WILD 

VBS Jumpstart Conference                                                         

January 24  -  First Baptist Church, Kennesaw 

VBS Clinic                                                                               

March 8 & 9  -  First Baptist Church, Kennesaw 

More information to follow in the November    

issue of North Central News. 


