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The Georgia Baptist Children’s Home truck loading for    

churches in the Etowah Baptist Association and the                             

Roswell Baptist Association will take place on Tuesday,              

October 24, at the North Central Area Missions office at 4206 North Arnold Mill Road,                  

Woodstock.                                                   

 Items requested are:                                                                                                         

                      rice, grits, oatmeal, canned beans (green or butter),                                                      

canned peas (garden or blackeye), paper products (cups, bowls, plates)                                                       

Gift Cards are always appreciated 

 In the event your church needs to bring collected items before October 24, we will begin                    

receiving them at the North Central office on Monday, October 16. 

For additional information or if you have questions, please call us at 770-384-8548                               

or email janice@northcentralga.org. 

Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 24, 2017                                                                                                    

Dinner at 6:00 PM*                                                                                                           

Worship Celebration at 7:00 PM 

SPEAKER:  Alan Morris 

MUSIC:  Glorybound Quartet 

*Please advise us of the number of attendees at the dinner meal by emailing 

janice@northcentralga.org or calling 770-384-8548. 

If your church is collecting Backpacks of Hope, a trailer 

will be on site at North Central Area Missions during the 

Etowah Annual Meeting for you drop off the backpacks. 

If you have questions regarding the Backpacks of Hope, 

please email janice@northcentralga.org or call                     

770-384-8548. 



To get an update on relief activies through Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief, click here                                      

https://missiongeorgia.org/georgia-disaster-relief/ 

To make a donation to hurricane victims through Georgia Baptist Disaster Relief, 

click here https://squareup.com/store/ga-baptist-convention/ 

 or visit  www.gabaptist.org 

For additional information,                  

please visit  www.gabaptist.org 

To get an update or to make a donation for                        

hurricane victims through the North                             

American Mission Board,  click here                                

https://www.namb.net/send-relief/disaster-relief        

or visit www.namb.net.                                            

Click on “Learn More” in the green box on right 

side of the screen. 

The recent unprecedented hurricanes have caused devastation to so 

many - leaving people homeless, hungry, in need of medical                      

attention, and scared!                                                                                                       

In the event, you would like an update on disaster relief in progress 

or would like to make a financial donation, please read the items                       

below from the Georgia Baptist Mission Board and the North                     

American Mission Board. 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices                                           
The Lesson from David - “The 

Heart of the Matter is the               

Matter of the Heart” Part 1                           

1 Samuel 17-26 

Our multi-yearlong study on the            

impact of Old Testament characters 

whom have much to say to our             

current generation takes a familiar 

path this month. The exploits and  

personality of King David, the         

shepherd turned greatest leader of 

the nation of Israel, is not an easy 

study simply because of the volumi-

nous material that is available from 

the Scriptures. I’m currently unsure  

of how many segments this study will 

take, but I will begin by saying, “Part 

1.”  

The most famous statement known 

about David is what is quoted in 1 

Samuel 13:14, and Acts 13:22, that 

David was a “man after God’s own 

heart.”  Another key passage to 

speak of David’s legacy is found in 1 

Kings 15:5, saying, “Because David 

did what was right in the eyes of the 

Lord, and had not turned aside from 

anything that he commanded him all 

the days of his life, except in the        

matter of Uriah the Hittite.” I would 

wager that if David could take any-

thing back, he would love to remove 

that word, “except” in the passage 

above. However, it is still an amazing 

legacy of obedience and faithfulness, 

and the “man after God’s own heart” 

characteristic is worth several articles 

to exhaust. What exactly gave David 

that characteristic of a heart after 

God’s heart? Can we isolate the     

ingredients? 

The greatest underdog story known 

around the world is the David vs.           

Goliath showdown. There is not a 

young boy alive that does not feel the 

emotion and the adrenaline when he 

hears of this remarkable true story. Is 

there anything in the historic record 

that gives us a clue as to what David 

had that created this type of heart 

during this well-known event?                    

Possibly. Let’s take a look. 

The iconic story is in 1 Samuel 17 

and begins by describing the bleak 

situation that the army of Israel was 

facing. It describes in great detail the 

daunting battle that faced them with 

this massive “giant,” trained in war 

from his youth, against the scared 

little “girly-men” of Saul’s military. 

Everyone had the same conclusion – 

this is NOT going to end well. The 

stage was set for the destruction of 

Israel by the Philistine army and a 

future of enslavement to a merciless 

overseer. This challenge (and chal-

lenger) came out of the blue. They did 

not see this coming. Emotions were 

high, tempers short, and the situation 

was not conducive for a pesky little 

brother’s embarrassing intrusion.  

Older brother Eliab hears his baby, 

kid brother questioning his fellow 

“band of brothers” and he gets indig-

nant, saying, “Why did you come 

down here? And with whom have you 

left those few sheep in the wilder-

ness? I know your pride and the           

insolence of your heart, for you have 

come down to see the battle.” Wow, 

is that some family love or what?! 

This is the epitome of sibling rivalry. 

Can you hear the condescending      

attitude in the question, “… those few 

sheep,” in other words, you have no 

real job! We can’t even trust you with 

a serious family business in the city! 

You can only be responsible for a few 

sheep in the wilderness! The patroni-

zation is palpable!  

I believe David’s response is a clue to 

the major difference between him and 

all of his brothers. I also believe it is 

the difference between someone with 

a heart after God’s heart and those 

that do not possess such. Notice 

verse 29. David says to Eliab, “What 

have I done now? (every little brother 

has said this a million times!) Is there 

not a cause?” Here is the key! Look 

deep inside the question that David 

asks his big brother. Is there not 

something more important here? Is 

there something more at stake than 

our petty family/sibling rivalry? Is 

there something more important than 

your annoyance of some idiosyncratic 

habit or characteristic from your little 

brother? In other words, “Look at the 

bigger picture, man!”  

Quite honestly, that describes David’s 

perspective of life! He saw the bigger 

issues, he kept the main thing as the 

main thing! He saw the life of his flock 

more valuable than the danger and 

risk of a lion and a bear. He saw the 

strength of will more powerful than 

the destructive intentions of ferocious 

animals. He also saw that the attack 

by Goliath was not a human battle,          

a challenge of one man against             

another. He saw this as an attack 

from a deeper realm – a spiritual             

battle. Goliath represented the attack 

against the standard and true princi-

ples of Almighty God. In other words, 

he had the real score. He saw what 

most others could not see. “Is there 

not a cause,” is a question of values. 

What is the most important thing, 

here! How often do we get side-

tracked, forget the main thing, and put 

valuable resources into something of 

lesser value, or worse, spend unnec-

essary worry and give up on what is 

the bigger battle? 

This attribute of getting the big picture 

is a “heart after God’s heart” charac-

teristic. “Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but God looks at the 

heart,” according to Samuel                          

(1 Samuel 16:7), and this is exactly 

what makes David different. It’s the 

heart of the matter! In so many ways, 

the world bleeds into our daily lives, 

diluting our concentration and dim-

ming our focus. We all fight against 

this continuously. It’s the real 

“Goliath” that we all face regularly – 

losing our true cause. Trivial, less  

important frustrations take center 

stage in our hearts and we go to          

battle against those issues leaving 

the real cause undone. A man after 

God’s own heart will constantly meas-

ure the pyramid of choices and values 

and will accurately place each one in 

the right priority. Each of us must face 

these distractions that pound away on 

our heads, look them straight in the 

eyes and exclaim, “Is there not a 

cause?” What must follow is our                

actions that validates our words.  

 (continued on back page) 



We invite you to join us!   BNEW Updates! 

Saturday, October 21, 2017   -   3 PM                                                                                           

Cumming Elementary School, 540 Dahlonega Street, Cumming 

There is still time to join.  Simply go to www.bnewministries.org and click on Participation Signup.                

Email info@bnewministries.org with any questions or for more information. 

Order t-shirts:  Contact Anita Hester at anita0718@bellsouth.net 

Mass Youth Choir:  Contact Michelle Pirkle at mpirkle@dentfirst.com 

Volunteers:  Email info@bnewministries.org 

For questions or more information, you may also contact: 

Timothy Biddy, Pastor, Harmony Grove Baptist Church                                                                        

404-372-6241                                                                                                                                                                           

tbiddy@bnewministries.org                                                                         

timbiddy@windstream.net 

Garry English, Pastor,Crossroads Baptist Church                                                

770-654-2670                                                                                                                           

genglish@bnewministries.org                                                                                                                                                

genglish1@bellsouth.net 

Mission Statement:  BNEW seeks to reach the youth and young adults of Northeast Georgia with the Gospel              

of Jesus Christ by prayerfully offering exciting   Holy Spirit filled evangelistic events that serve as opportunities for        

Christian Youth and Young Adults to bring their friends and experience fun, fellowship and faith in Jesus Christ. 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month                                                                   

Sunday, October 8, is Pastor Appreciation Day 

A pastor never gets to say “I’m off duty.”  Never gets to punch out at 5.  Never gets              

to have a normal schedule.  We don’t know how many sleepless nights they spend              

on their knees praying for their church.  How much opposition they face.  How                  

many family opportunities they miss to meet with hurting people.  We can’t carry                     

their burden for them but we can do what the Bible tells us to:                                                            

Pray for them.  Encourage them.  Support them.                                                                 

By blessing them we will only be blessed in return.                                                             

By: daughterbydesign 



Mission Trip to Houston, Texas 

This past month, Houston, Texas was devastated by the impact of a massive, killer storm. Hurricane Harvey 

dumped as much as 49 inches of rain in certain parts of the area and caused major damage that cannot be fully 

comprehended without first hand observation. My church, First Baptist Church, Alpharetta, felt the need to go and 

offer help to the hardest hit areas of Houston. Our Mission Trip lasted from Monday to Friday and our main task 

was to clean out houses that were damaged when the levees were opened. I would love to share with you some 

of my experiences in this newsletter. 

The first house we were assigned to was the home of a single mother of two boys, ages 11 and 15, a very sad 

situation. We jackhammered floors, cut out wet sheetrock, removed windows, walls, and ceilings. This precious 

woman’s house had standing water a foot and a half deep, and everywhere the house was inundated with rain 

water that had blown in under the shingles of her roof. Labor intensive work was carried out to help this lady dry 

out her home. I can’t even describe the overwhelming smell of mold, mildew, and rot. It was everywhere. 

The next day we were sent to a home in a neighborhood 

that appeared to be in the center of a war zone. Try to    

imagine debris piled up over 4 feet high at the edge of a 

yard and extending back toward their house immeasura-

bly. Furniture, appliances, toys, clothing, not to mention 

the ruined sheetrock, wood, windows, and sundry debris 

was stacked up awaiting trucks and equipment to come 

along and haul it away. Along with the lower floors of               

their houses, these people also lost cars, motorcycles,    

and anything else that was in their garage. The devasta-

tion was overwhelming and depressing.  

One family that we worked with had to escape their house 

during the storm, put their children in a blow-up pool, and 

trudge through rushing water pushing the pool to a nearby 

parking deck. This family would not be getting any                 

assistance from FEMA because it was not their primary 

residence nor did they have flood insurance. They told us 

that everything happened so fast. The water from Harvey 

came right up to their homes, but it was not until the            

levees were opened that the damage was done. Without 

warning, three feet of water pushed through their neighbor-

hood, not giving them time to pack or protect any of their 

property. The power was out so they were literally in a 

blackout zone for messages about the levees. The water 

sat in their homes for two weeks before it began to recede. 

The damage was unreal and the smell was sickening. 

The work was hard, but the Lord was with us and minis-

tered to these people through us. The satisfaction of being 

able to love on them and help them in this simple way was 

worth the aching muscles and tired bodies. We could tell 

our presence lifted their spirits and gave them a sense of hope. The hardest thing was leaving Houston knowing 

that these people would have to stay in these conditions without their lives returning to some semblance of               

normalcy for at least another 6 months. Please pray for the people of Texas. 

Ramona Lively, Financial Secretary 
North Central Area Missions 
 

House that we worked on in the                                             

“War Zone” neighborhood! 

View down the street in the                                            

“War Zone” neighborhood! 



Banner Machine 

We wanted to remind you and your church that North Central Area Missions can help 

develop and print banners, yard signs, water bottle covers, etc. for your church for any 

occasion  -  Pastor Appreciation, Fall Festival, Trunk or Treat, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 

New Year, Vacation Bible School, etc.  Whatever your event may be, we can probably 

develop a design that meets your need.                                                                                       

Shown below are just a VERY few examples of designs that we have available for use by 

our churches.  All these designs can be reset and customized for YOUR church. 

 We print on regular banner material, mesh banner material, magnetic material that will 

adhere to the wall, and yard sign material that sticks to corrugated sign boards.           

We also stock corrugated yard sign boards and stands at a very low cost. 

For questions or assistance in developing a banner for your church,                        

please email janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548. 



https://gabaptist.org/annualmeeting/ 

 The cost includes the program, meal and gift.                                                                                
The featured speaker this year will be Kelly Minter. Kelly is an author, musician, Bible study creator and             

teacher passionate to see women impacted by Jesus and His Word. For more information about Kelly please 
go to her website, kellyminter.com. 

If you have any questions or need additional information about the luncheon,                                                 
please visit https://gabaptist.org/event/georgia-baptist-ministers-wives-annual-meeting-luncheon/                      

email lsimms@gabaptist.org, or call 770-936-5362. 

See website below for additional                        

information or to register 



The largest winter youth gathering in Georgia! 

For additional information, please visit https://moveconference.com 

MOVE Conference is an evangelistic student conference sponsored by the Student 
Groups and Faith Development office of the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.                              

The generous gifts of Georgia Baptists to global missions through the Cooperative 
Program help us continue to provide MOVE at such affordable rates.                                   

Thank you for giving.  

For additional information,                 

please visit https://ymconclave.org/  

YOUTH MINISTRY CONCLAVE is an annual leadership event in cooperation with 

seven state conventions.  Each year we provide a training event for youth pastor, leaders and 

volunteers.  Corporate worship breakout sessions, and networking are designed to equip and        

rejuvenate your youth ministry team. 

Have a safe and fun time 

as you attend a Fall     

Festival, participate in 

trunk or treat, or go 

door to door trick or 

treating! 

https://moveconference.com


In 2017, Georgia Baptists are once again partnering with                            

Appalachian Regional Ministries to provide                                                                                  

BACKPACKS OF HOPE.                                                
The new name, Backpacks of Hope, reflects an emphasis                       

in southwest Georgia as well as Appalachia.                                            

The goal for 2017 is 35,000 backpacks.                                                     

In 2016, 35,234 backpacks were delivered to children in                    

Appalachia. 

Georgia Baptists are being asked to provide backpacks for                   

children in North Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Southwest Georgia. 

 You may bring your filled backpacks to the North Central Area Missions office beginning                

Thursday, October 12, 2017.  The last date we will receive backpacks is Thursday, November 2, 

2017.  Your filled backpacks do need to be placed in 18x18x16 size storage boxes (available at 

Wal-mart, Lowes, Home Depot, etc).  We will have a trailer on site at North Central Area Missions 

beginning October 16 for loading backpacks.   

If you/your church would like for North Central Area Missions to print and laminate the labels 

(which are to be fastened to the outside of each backpack), print the Christmas Story flyer or the 

ARM Mailbox Club card (which are to be placed inside each backpack), we will be glad to do so. 

DIRECTIONS                                                                                                                                                          

Start with a NEW, zippered backpack.                                                                                                      

Fill with NEW gifts (at least one item from each gift suggestion shown below)                                                

Include The Christmas Story and the ARM Mailbox Club postcard (North Central can provide)                        

Securely fasten tag to outside of the backpack using a zip-tie                                                                

Pray specifically for the child receiving the backpack                                                                                    

GIFT SUGGESTIONS                                                                                                                                            

TOYS: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, small music instruments, yo-yos, jump ropes, 

sidewalk chalk, toys that light up or make noise (include extra batteries), Slinky, Frisbee, card 

games such as Old Maid, Go Fish, etc.                                                                                                              

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils (with sharpener), crayons, markers, stamps and ink pads, 

writing pads, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.                                                  

HYGIENE ITEMS:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed in a plastic bag), hairbrush, 

comb, washcloth, ponytail holders, hair clips, etc.                                                                                               

OTHER:  Bibles for children or teens, age-appropriate Christian books, socks, t-shirts, hats,          

sunglasses, toy Jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), pop-top cans of food, hard 

candy, lollipops, mints, gum, etc.  Double bag all candy. NO CHOCOLATE.                                                                          

IDEAS FOR OLDER KIDS (10-14 years):                                                                                                               

Girls:  lip gloss, costume jewelry, fashion scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits, journals, fun 

socks and slippers, doodle books, etc.                                                                                                                       

Boys:  legos, card games, hand-held electronic games, basketball, soccer ball, Nerf football 

For additional information, please email janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548.  

Churches working through North Central Area Missions do NOT register separately online 

through the Mission Georgia website. 

NOTE: Churches in the Hightower Association should contact Bridget Williams at 770-861-1194 

or by email at hbawmu@yahoo.com for details. 

Share a gift of LOVE and the       

GOSPEL with a child in need 



2-Day Women's Event Exploring Sufficiency and Generosity of Christ                                      

November 3-4, 2017  -  Greenville, SC                                                                                       

Offered by Lifeway Women                                                                                                     

www.Lifeway.com/Abundance 800-254-2022 

October 17, 2017 

  Pleasant Valley South Baptist Church                                                                                         

702 Pleasant Valley Road, SE, Silver Creek (Rome) 

First Baptist Church - Smyrna                                                                                                   

1275 Church Street, SE, Smyrna 30080 

For additional information or to register, please visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/                

or you may contact Pat Collins at pcollins@gabaptist.org or 770-936-5285.                                                  

Register at http://www.gbace.org/ 

http://www.Lifeway.com/Abundance
https://gabaptist.org/groups/


Baptist Mobile Health Ministry (BMHM)                                                    

is once again the recipient of grant funding from the Georgia Baptist 

Health Care Ministry Foundation to offer assistance at no charge to 

ministerial staff and their spouses and widows of ministers who do not 

have dental insurance or the financial means to obtain dental care. 

The services offered are dental hygiene, x-rays and restoration (both                 

silver and tooth colored) and extraction of teeth.                       

October 26-28, 2017                                                                                                             

Daniell Baptist Association Office                                                                                           

        205 S. Railroad Street, Ailey, GA 30410                                                                                    
Open to any Georgia Baptist active or retired ministerial staff and spouses and widows of                          

Georgia Baptist ministers who do not have dental insurance of the financial means to obtain 

such care.        

For information regarding the event to be held in Ailey, please contact Diana Brown, RN, by                    

calling 770-936-5217 or by email at dbrown@gabaptist.org. 

For more information or to register, visit gabapatist.org/groups 

Every year since 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering has empowered Southern Baptists’                             

international mission work.  The 2017 Week of Prayer will be December 3-10.                                                     

Through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, you and your church:                                                             

Support over 3,600 missionaries                                                                                              

Enable disciples to be made and churches to be multiplied around the world                                                   

Continue the SBC’s 172 year commitment to missions 

For more information or to register, visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/ 



October 2017 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

24 Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting (see front page) 

31  Halloween 

 

November 2017 
2 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

12-14 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (see page 7) 

15 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

16 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

22-24 Thanksgiving Holidays- North Central Area Missions closed 

28 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions Office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

(The Lesson from David - “The Heart of the Matter is the Matter of the Heart” Part 1 continued) 

David did not just say, “is there not a cause,” but he also put his words into shoe leather. He took up what 

was most familiar to him, a sling and a stone, and faced an impossible foe, one he had never seen before. 

But he did so with the courage and trust in a cause that was greater than himself.  He knew the God of              

Israel was being defiled and defied. He knew that God had been with him previously through the physical 

contests of wild animals. His faith was not in his skills, though he was exceptionally skilled in the use of sling 

and stone. His trust was in the word of the Lord. He told the massive, godless beast-man, “You come to me 

with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of Hosts, the God of 

the armies of Israel, whom you have defied” (17:45). There was the cause!  

As we continue to watch our culture and our nation’s morals evaporate right before our eyes, the perversion 

of norms, senseless killings and murders, brutal displays of hatred and bigotry, political upheaval and racial 

tension, we cannot forget the main thing, the cause. The church is to reveal the hope and Savior of the 

world, the light and truth that will never dim or be wrong – we must loudly proclaim the saving grace that is 

found in Jesus Christ. Our disagreements over rooms in the church, the paint color, music style, or who is to 

be in charge must never take center stage. Is there not a cause? 

Alan J. Morris 


