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Lord of the Universe. Lord of this planet. Lord of the nations.                                                              

Lord of our hearts. On this National Day of Prayer, we look to You� 

In the darkness, You are our Light                                                                                                                                   
In our weakness, You are our Strength. In our grief, You are our Comfort. 
In our despair, You are our Hope.  In our confusion, You are our Wisdom.                                                 
In time of terrorism, You are our Shield. In time of war, You are our Peace.                                                             

In times of uncertainty, You are the Rock on which we stand. 

We make our prayer to You using the words of the prophet Daniel: 

O Lord, You are the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with those who love 
Him and keep His commandments. You are merciful and forgiving. You are righteous, but this day 
we are covered with shame because we have sinned against You, and done wrong. We have turned 

away from Your commands and principles. We have turned away from You. 

Yet You have promised in 2 Chronicles 7, that if we–a people identified with You–would humble   
ourselves, pray, seek Your face, and turn from our wicked ways, then You would hear our prayer, 

forgive our sin and heal our land. 

So we choose to stop pointing our finger at the sins of others, and examine our own hearts and 
lives. We choose to acknowledge our own sin–our neglect and defiance and ignorance and even 

rejection of You. This day we choose to repent. 

In response to our heartfelt repentance, God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Father of Jesus Christ, 
in keeping with all Your righteous acts and according to Your promise, turn away Your anger and 
Your wrath from the United States of America. Hear the prayers and petitions offered to You on this 
National Day of Prayer, as we give You our full attention. Give ear, our God, and hear; open Your 
eyes and see. We do not make requests of You because we are righteous, but because of Your 

great mercy. 

For the glory of Your Name hear our prayer, forgive our sin, and heal our land. 

We ask this in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ who offers us salvation from Your judgment,   
forgiveness for our sin, and reconciliation with You through His own blood shed on the Cross. 

Amen. 

By Anne Graham Lotz, 2014 National Day of Prayer Honorary Chairman 



2014 Sunday School Training Workshop 

 August 23                                                                                                          

7:30 AM - 12:15 PM  

North Central Area Missions                                                                                                  

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

This Training Workshop is provided for all churches in the Etowah, Hightower, Lanier and    

Roswell Baptist Associations by the Georgia Baptist Convention in conjunction with North   

Central Area Missions 

$15  -  Pre-registration*                                                                          

$25  -  At the Door                                                                       

Registration begins April 1, 2014                                                    

You may register online                               

(beginning April 1) at sssg.gabaptist.org                                                             

*Cost is $15 for online registration 

through Monday, August 18.                          

DEADLINE for online registration is also 

Monday, August 18. 

To make reservations by phone, please 

call 770-936-5286 

For additional information regarding the Sunday School Training Workshop, you may call the Georgia 

Baptist Convention at 800-746-4422, x285                                                                                        

or you may contact the Associational office at 770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org 

TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics    

Pastors and Sunday School Directors                           

Reuniting Evangelism and Sunday School                         

Recruiting and Training New Sunday School                    

Leaders 

Adult Teachers and Leaders                                             

Review Ideas That Have Worked in Starting 

New Churches                                                                             

Renewing My Commitment to Grow 

Youth Teachers and Leaders                                                       

Refocusing on Teaching Teenagers the Bible                         

Reengaging with Teenagers in Today’s Cul-

ture 

Children Teachers and Leaders                                                              

Refreshing Ideas for Teaching Children                                          

Reconnecting with Children Beyond Sunday                          

Morning 

Preschool Teachers and Leaders                                             

Refreshing Ideas for Teaching Preschoolers                          

Rethinking Classroom Management 

Schedule          

7:30 - 8:30  Registration & Continental  

   Breakfast                            

8:30 - 8:45       Welcome/Instructions                                                 

8:45 - 10:00  Session I                                                                

10:00 - 10:15  Break                                                                           

10:15 - 11:00  Keynote                                                                    

11:00 - 12:15  Session 2 



The Body of Christ:                     

A Forensic Study 

“Having then gifts differing according 

to the grace that is given to us, let us 

use them � he who teaches, in   

teaching;”� “not lagging in diligence, 

fervent in spirit, serving the 

Lord.” (Romans 12: 6-7, 11) 

This is Part 4 of a forensic look at the 

body of Christ. If you are just now  

joining in this study I would recom-

mend checking out our February 

through April Newsletters to be able   

to get the complete picture of the     

topic at hand.  Understanding the             

total makeup of the different gifts that 

God has provided in His body, the 

Church, provides us with an ability to 

honestly value every single person, 

even those that are wired a bit oddly.  

If there was ever a day when that was 

needed in the church, it’s now! One of 

the most common reasons given for 

an individual leaving a church fellow-

ship is that they simply “did not feel 

welcomed.” Part of that could be the 

divisive nature of the individual in 

question, but sometimes it is just that 

their particular gift is not seen as              

“God-given” or needed by those in 

leadership. Studying these gifts                

reminds us that we do not have all the 

gifts and must rely on the perspectives 

and unique giftedness of those God 

has placed around us or brought to us.  

Details, details, detailsH  Some                

people love them! Some of us can’t 

stand them. However, accuracy and 

the importance of digging deeper to 

uncover hidden gems are monumen-

tally important. This describes the spir-

itual gift of teaching that is our next 

“system of the body” to research. 

Teachers are vital to the true develop-

ment of the body of Christ. When a 

church has a teacher in the mix, it 

guarantees that you will have some-

one on board that will research text, 

topics, and precedents in regards to 

doctrines and practice on a most thor-

ough level. You talk about looking  

under every stone, these people are                                                                            

the masters of rock tossing! They are 

relentless in their love and dedication 

to research. I believe the “Bereans” in 

Acts had a hefty supply of teachers as 

it records, “These were more fair-

minded than those in Thessalonica, in 

that they received the word with all 

readiness, and searched the Scrip-

tures daily to find out whether these 

things were so.” Sounds like a bunch 

of teachers to me! 

Notice the next verse at the top of            

this page (v. 11) that describes the 

“supernatural” characteristics                 

associated with this gift of teaching.           

It states, “not lagging in diligence.”     

You can say that again! A teacher is 

simply not going to perform a task  

“half-way.” If they are going to have 

their name attached to something it 

will be done with thoroughness and 

excellence. Accuracy is their life-blood! 

The most crushing thing to say to a 

teacher is that their research was 

flawed or incorrect. The verse then 

goes on to state, “fervent in spirit,” a 

phrase that describes the tenacity              

and meticulous characteristic in a 

teacher’s style. It then finishes the 

verse with the text, “serving the Lord.” 

This best explains the underlying               

passion of a teacher – they truly do 

their research as if it is a personal  

service to their Lord Jesus. This is  

why they have no fear of the infor-

mation coming across as offensive or 

too strong. They are serving the Lord, 

thus the reaction of the reader is            

between him and the Lord.  

In every church there is the potential  

of some ministry, mission, doctrine,            

or service becoming “out-of-balance” 

with the multiple other aspects of 

church life. In other words, in the event 

that music becomes more important 

than the teaching of the Word, or if 

there is an over-emphasis on reaching 

just one particular mission point. The 

teacher has an innate ability to recog-

nize imbalance. They are usually very 

free to express that warning to those 

that can correct the problem. Unfortu-

nately, they are sometimes read as 

being argumentative and judgmental 

when in fact they are more concerned 

about truth being out of balance. You 

see they realize truth that is out of  

balance becomes heresy. Remember, 

accuracy is their key default. They are 

driven by the value of doing all things 

in order and in right amounts, leaving 

nothing out.  

The problem, however, becomes when 

they have been ignored or chastised 

for their view and not taken seriously. 

They see the issue, the problem, and 

they can predict the subsequent           

consequences of not making                     

necessary adjustments. Seeing those 

realities in the face of rejection makes 

them feel that the fallout will be            

attached to their name as well. It’s 

best to listen to the warnings of your 

members that have the spiritual gift of 

teaching. They are not like the              

prophets that have no problem telling 

you what you are doing wrong and do 

it repeatedly. These people have to 

muster up the courage to confront you 

and will be careful not to constantly  

cry out about every little thing in the 

church. They are vital for a healthy 

body.  

We have looked thus far at three              

spiritual gifts in this powerful section  

of Romans 12, they are prophecy,     

service, and teaching. They each 

manifest themselves in different ways, 

adding depth and volume to the overall 

health of the church. Although these 

three gifts may squabble about priori-

ties and what is more important for the 

success of the church, they are all  

invaluable in order to make the body 

healthy. In a safe environment where 

each gift is given freedom to express 

itself is the most dynamic place for the 

Holy Spirit to just flow through and do 

a supernatural work that will give God 

all the glory. Strive to create such an 

environment! 

Alan J. Morris 



For additional information on the 2014 SBc Annual Meeting, go to www.sbc.net.  

Scroll to and clip on Annual Meeting screen.   

 2014 Ministers’  Wellness Retreats 

September 18-20                                                                                                             
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa                                 

October 9-11                                                                                                       
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Norman Park                                                        

The retreats are for Georgia Baptist ministers and their spouses who do not have 
insurance or the deductible is extremely high (Medicare, Medicaid and Social    

Security are considered insurance).   

The retreats include a physician’s exam, resting EKG, lung function study, hearing 

exam and extensive blood testing. 

 

Dental care is also provided through the Georgia Baptist Mobile 
Health Ministry.  Dental services offered are dental hygiene,        

x-rays and restoration (both silver and tooth colored) and                 
extraction of teeth. 

 

A time of retreat and worship are a vital part of the three days.  Registration is 

required.  Please see information below regarding registration. 

For registration and/or information regarding either of the Ministers Wellness  
Retreats, please contact Ruth Smith by calling 770-936-5364 or 1-800-RING GBC 

or by email at rsmith@gabaptist.org. 

For additional information or questions regarding dental care, please contact             
Diana Brown by calling 770-936-5217 or by email at dbrown@gabaptist.org 

Thanks to the 

Churches of the   

Lanier Baptist      

Association 

The Georgie Baptist 

Children’s Homes 

and Family                     

Ministries thanks all 

the churches in the 

Lanier Baptist                  

Association for their 

donations in the             

recent truck loading. 





North Central’s “Jerusalem” ministry 

for 2014 

The Academy at Double H Ranch is a non-traditional, tuition-free 
school designed for the low-income, at-risk students that live around 
the Cowboy Church area. This “one-room schoolhouse” will provide 
spiritual, emotional, and a strong academic foundation for these                  
students in one of the poorest, most disadvantaged regions in the 
state. The success of this venture is solely connected to the willing and 
generous financial assistance from churches, Sunday School classes, 

VBS Missions projects, and individuals with a heart to see these students break the cycle of                         
poverty and poor life choices. This is possible by offering a protected, biblically-based                             
educational environment where each student is treated with unconditional acceptance and                   
respect and is empowered to reach his/her full potential. 

North Central’s “Uttermost Parts” Ministry for 2014 

The Uganda Widows and                        
Orphanage Ministry                                     

is a unique miracle from the heart 
of a local minister, Pastor Samuel, 

who is raising up an army of                    
Christian warriors through                     

orphanages in the cities of Palissa 
and Jinja.                   

 

This year we are keeping 
his aging vehicles in                   

operation by providing                  
repairs, new tires, and new shocks so he can 

continue to do the amazing work with the three orphanages and the ministry he 
does to the widows throughout this region.                                                       

 
This would be a fantastic mission’s project to take on for your youth group, VBS mission, or 
some other ministry of your church. When you participate in this ministry, a member of the mission’s 

team will come and give a visual presentation of the work that you have supported so that you might be 
able to see first-hand what your funds are going toward. 

 We are excited about two mission projects for We are excited about two mission projects for We are excited about two mission projects for We are excited about two mission projects for 

this year this year this year this year ----    take a look and get involved!take a look and get involved!take a look and get involved!take a look and get involved! 

For additional information regarding these mission projects, please contact North Central 

Area Missions at 770-384-8548 or email Alan Morris at amorris@gabaptist.org 



Ropin’, Ridin’, Eatin’, Singin’, & Preachin’ Christ 

Schedule of Speakers and Recognitions 

Saturday, May 24                                                                        

Joe Ed Smith, cowboy preacher                                                               

from Buckanan, TN                                                                    

Recognize: To Be Announced 

 

Sunday, May 25                                                                          

To Be Announced 

 

 Monday, May 26                                                                      

Speaker: To Be Announced                                                        

Recognize: North Georgia Pregnancy Center 

  

Tuesday, May 27                                                                        

Holly Creek Baptist Church                                                      

Recognize: Good Shepherd Ranch 

 

Wednesday, May 28                                                                

Foothills Community Church                                                    

Recognize: To Be Announced 

 

Thursday, May 29                                                                      

Cornerstone Church                                                                

Recognize: Goshen Valley Boys Ranch  

 

Friday, May 30                                                                      

Speaker: To Be Announced                                                      

Recognize: To Be Announced 

 

 Saturday, May 31                                                                      

Alan Morris, North Central Area Missions                                 

Recognize: To Be Announced 

Ole Time Camp Meeting 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

 

Saturday, May 24                    5:00 

- 8:00 PM 

Dinner will be served 

 

 

Sunday night, May 25            thru 

Friday night, May 30 

 5:00 - 6:00 PM: In the Arena 

6:00 PM - Dinner 

LOCATION: 

9906 Henderson 

Mountain Road 

Fairmount, GA 30139 

 

CALL FOR MORE INFO:  

706-337-4774 



May 2014 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

8 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones                          

       Church, 10:30 AM  

 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon (immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD) 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

11  Mother’s Day 

14 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs 

         Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Pastor’s Luncheon (immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD) 

17 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

26  Memorial Day Holiday 

27 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, The Pointe 

       Church, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:45 AM 

27 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer,  

     (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

June 2014 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

10 & 11 Southern Baptist Convention (see page 4) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

15 Father’s Day 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

21 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

24 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

24 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer, (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Ordering Lifeway VBS Materials Through Association Office 

As we have in the past, North Central Area Missions is assisting our 

churches in obtaining Lifeway VBS materials.                                                                                 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru 

North Central or directly thru Lifeway. North Central does receive a rebate on all orders purchased directly thru our 

office.  We are presently in the process of identifying small or new start churches that might be eligible for                            

assistance in conducting VBS in 2014 utilizing rebate funds we received from the 2013 VBS  orders. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office by email to janice@northcentralga.org, by fax to 770-384-8658 of by 

calling your order in to our office at 770-384-8548. 

Happy                       

Memorial             

Day! 


