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The first Noel the angels did say                                                                                            

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay:                                                                         

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep                                                                                 

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

They looked up and saw a star                                                                                                

Shining in the east beyond them far:                                                                                         

And to the earth it gave great light                                                                                         

And so it continued both day and night. 

Then let us all with one accord                                                                                              

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord                                                                                            

That hath made heaven and earth of naught,                                                                                   

And with his blood mankind has bought. 

NOEL 

NOEL 

NOEL 

BORN IS THE KING OF ISRAEL! 



Part Time Staff Position 

Redemption Baptist Fellowship (Roswell 

Baptist Association) in Johns Creek is                  

seeking to hire a part-time worship leader 

beginning in January 2016.                                                          

For additional information, you may contact 

Pastor Adam Webb at                                               

adam@redemptionjohnscreek.org or                         

770-713-6220. 

Thomas Hammond Elected President of                                

Georgia Baptist Convention 

North Central Area Missions congratulates Thomas Hammond, Pastor of 

Alpharetta First Baptist Church, on his election as president of the 

Georgia Baptist Convention for 2016.  We are proud to have “one of our 

own” serving in this prestigious position. 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association invites you to the 

following Rally for a time of challenge and prayer: 

Prayer Rally with Franklin Graham                                                                               

Georgia State Capital Liberty Plaza                                                                                    

06 Washington St SW, Atlanta 30034                                                                                

February 10, 2016                                                                                                        

    12:00 Noon      

For more information, you may visit https://decisionamericatour.com 

Also, North Central Area Missions has literature relating to this Prayer Rally that we will be glad to 

share with any of our churches.                                                                                              

Give us a call at 770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org. 

Bi-vocational                                                                      

Music Minister/Praise & Worship Leader 

Zion Hill Baptist Church in Buford (Gwinnett-Metro 

Association) is in search of a part-time, bi-vocational 

music minister/praise & worship leader.                                                                                   

Interested persons may contact Pat Collins at                     

770-936-5285 (pcollins@gabaptist.org) or                      

Rev. Danny Newbern at 770-945-5685 

(danny@zionhillbuford.org).                                              

Resumes may be mailed to Rev. Danny Newbern, 

Zion Hill Baptist Church, 3390 S. Puckett Road, 

Buford, GA 30519-4097. 

Georgia Baptists provided 28,447 backpacks to the                          

children of Appalachia in 2015! 

Churches in the Hightower Baptist Association provided 

676 of these backpacks.  Several churches in the Etowah, 

Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations also provided                      

backpacks. 

North Central Area Missions thanks each person that participated in this effort.  Some child will have a 

backpack full of gifts because of YOU!  And, the Christmas story was included in each backpack, so 

each child will learn about the REAL meaning of Christmas! 



The Early Church Culture    

Series – Final Entry 

This year we covered the Book of Acts and 

looked at characteristics unique to the  

culture within this brand new group of          

followers of the Carpenter from Nazareth, 

Jesus the Christ, the Son of Man, and the 

Son of the only true God. What made them 

so special? How was it they survived and 

thrived, turning the world upside down, 

while countless other sects, off-shoots, and 

knock-offs died on the vine? We looked at 

several qualities that were unmistakable 

throughout the record left to us from Dr. 

Luke – the presence of the Holy Spirit 

(that’s enough!), the frequency and                 

fervency of their prayer, the unbelievable 

power they possessed, the impact of per-

secution and suffering (with a phenomenal 

result that only grew the church to ever 

increasing numbers), and their purposeful 

unity. These qualities marked the culture of 

the Early Church and through each of 

these attributes the church had explosive 

growth. They truly did turn the world upside 

down.  

On Mission 

The last thing I would like to demonstrate 

from the record in Acts is their obedience 

to the last thing commanded by their Lord 

Jesus. What a most unlikely group of can-

didates commissioned for a multicultural, 

global undertaking of this magnitude.   

However, this final quality seemed to            

permeate throughout all the other charac-

teristics listed above. It was the sense that 

they were all on mission. I’m not talking 

about a 10-day mission trip or a seasonal 

revival service or some ‘sing-spiration’ 

event. These believers saw themselves          

on mission, focused on fulfilling Christ’s             

command to “make disciples,” with the 

mental acuity of a nuclear physicist. We 

have entitled Jesus’ words in Matthew 

28:18-20 the “Great Commission.” Much 

has been said, preached, and written 

about this short, final command in the first 

book of the New Testament, but you see 

the Early Church actually doing it. No   

commentary, just obedience. 

Let’s look at one example. Our true story 

that takes place early in the life of the 

“baby” church. It starts out with a group of 

people that are going “on mission” for the 

second time (Acts 16:6-7) (You see, early 

on in their DNA is the call and rising up of 

global missions!) They are convinced that 

they needed to travel towards Bithynia 

going to Asia, but the Holy Spirit stops 

them and they travel in a more westerly 

direction. That night, the Apostle Paul has 

a vision of a man from Macedonia calling 

out to him and saying, “Come over and 

help us” (16:9). He retells this vision to his 

fellow travelers and they surmise that the 

Lord wants them to go to Macedonia. As 

they get to the outskirts of this region they 

encounter a Jewish ladies prayer group at 

the river. One person in particular is             

mentioned, Lydia, a seller of purple, and    

it describes that she makes a commitment 

to Christ and, along with her family, is   

baptized (vv. 13-15). 

Now stop right here and notice something. 

Wasn’t the vision of the famous, 

“Macedonian Call,” about a MAN saying, 

“Come over and help us?” Why is it that 

the first people they encounter on the 

fringe of Macedonia, in a town called Phi-

lippi, is NOT a man, but several women? 

And the first person to have recorded     

coming to faith in Christ from this Macedo-

nian Call is not a man, but a woman by the 

name of Lydia. Explain how they got the 

vision so wrong!  

The point is that the group was on mission. 

They really didn’t care if they went East or 

West, shared with a man or a woman, they 

just wanted to go wherever the Holy Spirit 

led them and they would do the exact 

same thing they had begun to do in Acts 2 

– make disciples. How do we know that 

Lydia was made a disciple? After some 

harrowing experiences in a prison by this 

missionary team, they were released and 

headed straight back to Lydia’s house 

where they were comforted and encour-

aged (v. 40). It also says they saw the 

brethren there, a statement that could 

mean many things, but obviously there 

was fellowship and gatherings going on in 

or around Lydia’s house. This short      

excerpt on Lydia is enough to see the   

impact and continuous work of discipleship 

that was characteristic of the Early Church. 

They would share the gospel (v. 14),     

recognize a true commitment (baptism,         

v. 15), and would allow them to take part      

of the ministry (provided shelter, encour-

agement for Paul’s missionary team, v. 

40). This is the process of making disciples 

– share the gospel, watch for a response, 

engage and involve the new believer in the 

work of ministry, repeat. It’s like following 

the directions on your shampoo bottle! 

At the recent Executive Committee Meet-

ing held at the Georgia Baptist Convention, 

our newest elected President, Rev.         

Thomas Hammond, reported that many 

people had approached him with the   

question of “What is going to be your new 

vision in these most troublesome times?” 

His answer is key.  Rev. Hammond                       

exclaimed, “I told them that my vision is the 

Great Commission, to go and make                 

disciples. If we have any other vision or do 

anything different it will be short-lived and 

ineffective.” I sat there and realized that 

the same “On Mission” attitude that the 

Early Church had should not be altered, 

expounded upon, or diverted from.  Rev. 

Hammond may look like Randy Mullinax, 

but he was right on target with this state-

ment. It is the same mission that we have 

been given by our Commander-in-Chief.  

The Great Commission IS our mission! It 

can be no other mission! If we lose sight of 

being on mission, if we try to prop it up with 

any man-made plans, with any new-

fangled experiments, or some slick mod-

ernized mantra to try to reach this                    

unreached world in troublesome times, it 

will end in dismal failure. This may be why 

we are in the predicament we are in here 

in the Bible belt of America!  Of the 10  

million citizens of the State of Georgia, 

over 7 million are lost. This is happening 

on our watch. The only clear, reasonable 

explanation for why this is happening is 

that the church has replaced the mission 

with something popular, slick, ‘tweetable’, 

or catchy, but whatever it is, one thing is 

certain - it is dead wrong!  

We must be On Mission like the Early 

Church. We must have a passion to make 

disciples in every place we find ourselves – 

in our workplace, our schools, our restau-

rants, our sports gatherings, our nail     

salons, our kid’s drama presentation, our 

next door neighbor’s house, our family    

get-togethers, whether we are traveling 

East or West, Yankee or Redneck, to men 

or women, to young or old, to the marginal-

ized or the “normalized,” to every person in 

every place at every moment of every day. 

We must be ON MISSION!  

There is no Plan B. 

Alan J. Morris 

 



For additional information, please 

visit www.georgiawmu.org.      

Click on Events and then Selah. 

For additional information, please visit                        

http://gabaptist.org/ministerswives/ 

Jekyll Island, Georgia                                                                                                       

Jekyll Island Convention Center 

For additional information, please visit                                                             

www.gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 







For additional information,                         

please visit gbace.org                                 

and click on Annual Conference 

For additional information,         

please visit gabaptistgroups.org.                   

Click on Training Conferences 

and then Senior Adult Leadership 

Conference. 

For additional information, please 

visit gabaptist.org/publicaffairs 



December 2015 
22 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

23-Jan 1 Christmas Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed (return to work on Monday, January 4, 2016) 

 

January 2016 
4 North Central Area Missions returns to work 

4 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

18 MLK Day - North Central Area Missions closed 

21 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

26  New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

February 2016 
1 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

10 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - place TBD 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

16 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - North Central Office 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

23 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


