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Matthew 16:21-28 

21  From that time forth began Jesus to shew unto his disciples, how that he must go unto 

Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be 

killed, and be raised again the third day.                                                                                                         

22  Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, saying, Be it far from thee, Lord: this 

shall not be unto thee.                                                                                                                                                       

23  But he turned and said unto Peter, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto 

me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men.                                              

24  Then said Jesus until his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross, and follow me,                                                                                                                 

25  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my 

sake shall find it,                                                                                                                                                          

26   For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or 

what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?                                                                                                  

27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then He 

shall reward every man according to his works.                                                                                                 

28  Verily I say unto you, There be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till 

they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.                                                                                                   



North Central Area Missions can print your VBS banner!                                                                 

At the low cost of $2.50 per square foot.                                                                                    

A 4’x8’ banner is only $80!!! 

This is the Lifeway VBS                       

“Galactic Starveyors” logo                          

that North Central Area Missions can print 

and press onto your VBS t-shirts. 

Cost varies by size of design and type of 

material used.                                                              

Cost of a design that measures 6”x6” will 

be approximately $1.00 to $1.25 per t-shirt. 

June 4 - 9 

9AM - 12 Noon 

Vacation Bible School Vacation Bible School 

June 4 - 9                          

6PM - 8PM    

June 4 - 9    

6PM - 8PM 

To get assistance in printing banners or having t-shirt logos printed/pressed, 

please contact us by email at janice@northcentralga.org                                                         

or by phone at 770-384-8548. 

These are examples of banners using some 

of the Lifeway “Galactic Starveyors”                        

artwork downloads. 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices 

The Lesson from Jacob - 

“Slay your Independent Spirit” 

Genesis 25:20-34;  26:1-29;  

28:10-19;  29:15-30;  32:22-29 

Why are we looking at Jacob? He is 

such a contradiction. On one hand, he  

is manipulative, deceitful, covetous, and 

spiteful, and on the other hand he had   

a life-changing dream, sought the Lord, 

and desired to be blessed by Him so    

he could be a blessing to others. If you 

think about it, he followed the original 

promise that was given to his granddad, 

Abraham. But still, what a mess!                        

I believe that this study will help us             

understand how God can take some-

thing that is in a terrible situation, a                

negative environment and make some-

thing wonderful out of it. God is the            

ONLY one that can make a blessing           

out of terrible situation. But we must not 

live with an independent spirit towards 

God or we will miss the opportunity to   

be a blessing to Him and others. 

Dysfunctional. That’s the word that 

describes Jacob’s beginning. He has a 

dad (Isaac) that was never recorded 

building an altar (like his granddad, 

Abraham did), but he dug a bunch of 

wells everywhere he went. This demon-

strates that Isaac was more concerned 

about the physical (wells) than the spir-

itual (altars). Isaac showed partiality  

towards Esau, and Rebekah showed 

partiality towards Jacob. His mom 

(Rebekah) would help Jacob trick his 

older, twin brother (Esau) into stealing 

the birthright away from him. He and       

his mother would lie to his dad, Isaac 

(when his eyes became so bad), into 

giving Jacob the blessing that he              

reserved for the firstborn, Esau. Then, 

later in his life, his favorite wife (Rachel) 

lied to her own dad (Laban) about steal-

ing his household gods (which is idola-

try, and something she should never 

have desired) because she was so        

upset that he had tricked her husband 

into marrying her older sister (Leah),    

too. What a great family! Tricking each 

other, deceiving each other, jealousy, 

favoritism, pitting one against the other, 

choosing sides, and that describes 

Jacob’s upbringing and life! You see, 

dysfunctional is the word! 

No wonder Jacob was so confused and 

lacking in character. He was raised in 

the home of Isaac and Rebekah, where 

their morals were unclear, if even taught 

at all. Even though Isaac witnessed his 

own dad, Abraham, almost sacrifice him 

to God in pure obedience, it is never 

recorded that Isaac transferred spiritual 

lessons to Jacob. His mom, Rebekah, 

was influenced by a corrupt father,    

Laban. You tend to think of granddads 

as honest, hardworking, exemplary folk.  

Poor Jacob had a real winner! However, 

growing up among those disobedient to 

God’s law is never an excuse to disobey 

God’s law when it is revealed to you! 

Just because you may come from a  

dysfunctional family, that is no reason to 

live the same ungodly existence. Why 

would you want to repeat the lifestyle of 

an ungodly family knowing and literally 

seeing for yourself what the conse-

quences are for such a decision? If this 

is your story, commit to breaking the 

chains of the past failures and family 

sins. 

At first, Jacob was going right down the 

same path as his parents. He made that 

choice because he coveted the birthright 

that Esau was rightfully given. Although 

Esau obviously did not care about the 

responsibility and privilege of carrying 

the birthright, it was no excuse for Jacob 

to trick him into giving it away. Although 

it might have been God’s will eventually, 

He could have done it through some 

other means other than Jacob’s manipu-

lation, lying, and trickery. God never 

wants you to commit a sin in order to 

make something better! Sin never                 

improves a situation. 

What was the turning point for Jacob? It 

happened one night in a place that 

would later be called, “Bethel,” when he 

had a vision of a ladder and angels              

going up and down it. He realized that 

he had to change his ways and serve 

the true God, to live honestly before him. 

Now this decision did not come without 

much hardship and trials. Jacob met the 

woman he wanted to marry, the second 

born of Laban, named Rachel. He 

agreed to work seven years to marry her 

and the time flew by. Then when the 

seven years were up, Laban tricked him 

and gave him Leah instead. He then had 

to work an additional seven years for 

Rachel again. After that, he worked for 

this corrupt, dishonest man for six more 

years to gain his own livestock and              

possessions. In all, he worked for this 

horrible man for a total of 20 years, and 

Laban changed his wages 10 times! He 

rarely got a good night’s rest working 

tirelessly for this miserable boss (31:38-

41). But he was faithful. He was honest. 

He had obviously had his “Bethel”                   

experience. 

You may find yourself in a similar situa-

tion – a difficult environment surrounded 

by people that do not love or know your 

God. Here is the lesson – depend upon 

the Lord. Do not seek your fulfillment 

in anything or in anyone else. Jacob 

lived independently from God. He tried 

to force his will on his circumstances, 

manipulating people, lying to get his 

way, living without trusting in God’s    

power or ability to provide. Then he had 

his “Bethel” moment, he turned to the 

Lord. God provided all that he needed 

and much more, even though it was very 

difficult and trying. He stayed dependent 

on God’s ways, not moving until the Lord 

gave him direction. Is this where you are 

right now? Do you need a “Bethel”                 

experience?  

Later, an Angel of the Lord, or some 

unknown Man, wrestled with Jacob                  

during the night when he was about to 

meet Esau, his bitter older brother, for 

the first time since their not-so-good            

departure years before. The incident 

showed that he realized that the source 

of his wellbeing would be from God’s 

blessings, not from his deceptive,                 

manipulative ways. Jacob told this            

intruder, “Bless me,” and the unknown 

person did just that. But he permanently 

injured Jacob in his right thigh. Though 

hurt, he was blessed and his name was 

changed from Jacob to “Israel.” But the 

story of his life was far from over. God 

did indeed bless him immensely, but it 

was not without deep heartbreak, pain, 

and sorrow. His 12 sons became known 

as the “Children of Israel,” and we now 

know how it all got started – it required a 

Bethel moment. Have you had one? 

Alan J. Morris 

 



Welcome Steve Harmon! 

Union Hill Baptist Church                                          

(Roswell Association) has called                                                      

Steve Harmon as Senior Pastor                                     

effective March 26, 2017.                                                                                                                        

North Central Area Missions and the Roswell         

Baptist Association welcome Steve                                 

along with his wife, Kesha, and their children,                 

Callie, Ella and Faith.                                                                                         

Steve previously served as Minister to Students at 

First Baptist Dawsonville. 

Haw Creek Baptist Church                              

Spring Revival 

Sunday, April 9                                                          

6:00 PM                                                           

Monday and Tuesday, April 10 & 11                  

7:30 PM 

Guest Preacher                                                        

Rev. Craig Richard  

1098 Haw Creek Circle, Cumming               

Northside Baptist Church in Roswell was the first church to use the new portable 

baptistry.  They shared the pictures below from their baptismal service. 

If your church would like to use the portable baptistry, please contact us at 770-384-8548 or 

janice@northcentralga.org.                                                                                                   

Usage is free to all churches that financially support North Central Area Missions. 



 



For additional information or to register,                                                                        

contact Karen Wheeler at 770-936-5204 or kwheeler@gabaptist.org 

Ministry Safe's Skillful Screening Training 

“Keeping the Wolf Out of the Sheep Pen” 

  

An effective screening process is meant to address areas of risk, including the risk of hiring an applicant 
whose sexual motives are inappropriate. Criminal background checks alone will not protect children from 
sexual abuse. Statistically, less than 10 percent of sexual offenders are ever criminally prosecuted,                      
because two out of three children don't report abuse until years later, if ever.  As a result, nearly 90                  
percent of offenders have no past criminal conviction to check. 

  

Training topics include: 

-Common misconceptions related to sexual abuse and sexual abusers 

-Characteristics of male and female abusers 

-The 'grooming process' utilized by offenders to pick and prepare a child for abuse 

-Common 'grooming behaviors'  

-Elements of an effective safety system 

 

-Effective screening practices 

-Criminal background checks 

-Risk indicators, and 

-Tools and resources for reducing the risk of child sexual abuse. 

May 3, 2017, First Baptist Canton 

1 Mission Point, Canton, GA 30114 

9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. • FREE Admission • Lunch provided 

 For additional information or to register, please contact Dana Sharitt at 
dsharitt@gabaptist.org or 770-936-5274 

  



Shelley E. Johnson                            

Worship Artist 

September 19, 2017 

Sardis Baptist Church                                                                    

4359 Anderson Highway                                         

Hartwell 

For additional information,                  

visit www.gabaptist.org                     

or contact Dana Sharitt at                 

770-936-5274 or 

dsharitt@gabaptist.org 

Evergreen Conference Center                                    

Stone Mountain 

 

For additional information, visit www.gabaptist.org/womensministry or call 770-936-5320 

http://womensspring.wpengine.com/registration/
http://womensspring.wpengine.com/special-guests/


For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                   

or contact Laura Simms at 770-936-5362 or lsimms@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                                                   

or contact Loretta Crow at 770-936-5232 or lcrow@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org.   



Baptist Mobile Health Ministry (BMHM)                                                    

is once again the recipient of grant funding from the                   

Georgia Baptist Health Care Ministry Foundation to offer 

assistance at no charge to ministerial staff and their                 

spouses and widows of ministers who do not have dental 

insurance or the financial means to obtain dental care.               

The services offered are dental hygiene, x-rays and                      

restoration (both silver and tooth colored) and extraction                    

of teeth. 

                            

May 18-20, 2017                                                                                                                 

McDonough Road Baptist Church                                                                                                

352 McDonough Road, Fayetteville, GA 30214                                                                           

Open to any Georgia Baptist active or retired ministerial staff and spouses and widows 

of Georgia Baptist ministers who do not have dental insurance or the financial means to 

obtain such care. 

 

September 13-15, 2017                                                                                                           

Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                   

Georgia Baptist Conference Center                                                                                            

462 Sonrise Way, Toccoa, GA 30577                                                                                            

Sponsored by Church Minister Relations.  Registration is open to any Georgia Baptist 

minister and spouse who do not have preventive health insurance.  Dental care is                  

offered to participants of this event who do not have dental insurance. 

 

October 26-28, 2017                                                                                                             

Daniell Baptist Association Office                                                                                           

205 S. Railroad Street, Ailey, GA 30410                                                                                      

Open to any Georgia Baptist active or retired ministerial staff and spouses and widows 

of Georgia Baptist ministers who do not have dental insurance of the financial means to 

obtain such care.        

  

For information regarding the Ministers Wellness Retreat, please contact Laura Simms 

by calling 770-936-5362 or by email at lsimms@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding either of the events to be held in Fayetteville or Ailey,                 

please contact Diana Brown, RN, by calling 770-936-5217 or by email at 

dbrown@gabaptist.org. 

 



April 2017 
3 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

9 Palm Sunday 

14 Good Friday 

16 Easter 

20 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

 

May 2017 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

10 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

16 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - Place TBD 

29 Memorial Day Holiday  -  North Central Area Missions closed 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


