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North Central Area Missions is saddened at the passing of                                                     

Dr. Herman Williams                                                                                                          

Rev. Dr. Herman T. Williams, 73 of Alpharetta, passed away on Wednesday, October 1, 2014 from brain 

cancer. He was born in Eastman, GA on October 13, 1940 to the late Harmie and Bell Upshaw Williams. 

Herman was baptized, ordained and married at the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church in Cadwell, GA. He                  

graduated from Cadwell High School in 1958, Brewton Parker College, Georgia College, The Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary and Luther Rice Seminary. He pastored churches in Georgia and Kentucky. 

He served on the staff of Brewton Parker College in Mt. Vernon, GA. and with the Georgia Baptist                      

Convention for ten years. His last pastorate was Waleska First Baptist Church in Waleska, GA. He is              

predeceased by his parents and father and mother-in-law, Charlie and Virginia Phillips. He is survived by 

his wife, Sandra Phillips Williams; son and daughter-in-law, Charles Matthew Williams and Karen Carter 

Williams; sister, Nevo Lane of Dublin, GA.; sister-in-law, Sadie Etris; brother-in-law, Jerry Phillips; three 

nephews, many cousins and pet “Maria.”   

North Central Area Missions is saddened at the passing of                                                      

Dr. Frank Major                                                                                                              

Elbert Franklin Major was born on June 4, 1938 in Cumming, GA to Rev. Elbert and Allene (Williams)                 

Major (both deceased).  He accepted the call to Christian ministry as a teenager. He was a graduate of 

Georgia State University and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky where he 

earned his Masters of Divinity and Doctorate of Theology. “Brother Frank” served as pastor at Clear 

Springs Baptist Church (Johns Creek, GA), New Highland Church (Brandenburg, KY), and Pooler First 

Baptist Church (Pooler, GA). After he and his wife, Peggy, returned to Alpharetta, Georgia, he dedicated 

the remainder of his career to work in the Education Extension division of the Georgia Baptist                              

Convention. Frank also served as moderator of the Roswell Baptist Association from 1999 through 2001.    

He was a “very” devoted and supportive Georgia Bulldog fan.  After struggling with diabetes and related 

health complications, he passed away on October 26, 2014.  He is survived by his dedicated wife, Peggy 

(Barnette) Major; beloved children, Sally Zervakos (Peter - deceased) and John (Alison); siblings, Janice 

Dinsmore and Morris Major; and grandchildren Elizabeth, Rachel and Danielle Zervakos.   

North Central Area Missions is saddened at the passing of                                                      

Kathryn Ethridge 

 

Kathryn Ethridge, age 86, passed away on October 15, 2014.  Kathryn was born in Lawrenceville,   

Georgia.  She and her husband, William Ethridge (deceased), were founding members of Stonecrest 

Baptist Church in the Etowah Baptist Association.  Kathryn served as treasurer of the Etowah Baptist 

Association in 1989 & 1990 and as clerk from 1997 through 2001.  A memorial service will be held on 

November 15, 2014 at Stonecrest Baptist Church, 485 Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA. 



Register online at www.churchfinancialsersvices.org, under the Events tab. 

Or call 770-936-5295 or email dnorris@gabaptist.org 

Listed below are Lifeway                   

literature VBS 2015 Jump Start 

events to be held at locations                      

within driving distance of churches 

in the North Central area.                   

Do you want to reach families in your community? Come to one of our VBS Jumpstarts and find out how 

to reach families through VBS.  All church and  associational VBS leaders are invited to attend this 

FREE event that will help you get a jump on enlistment, planning, promotion and continuing the                          

connections so that VBS ‘15 will be the best ever.  Jumpstarts will begin at 7:00 pm and end at 8:30 pm. 

Register online at gabaptistsundayschool.org.                                                                                

If you have questions, please call 770-936-5286 or email snowak@gabaptist.org. 

January 22                                                                                                                         

Ebenezer Baptist Church                                                                                                         

49 Rose Lane                                                                                                                        

Toccoa 

January 29                                                                                                                          

First Baptist Church                                                                                                        

1597 Sawnee Drive                                                                                                         

Cumming 

January 27                                                                                                                             

First Baptist Church                                                                                                         

241 Douthit Ferry Road                                                                                                      

Cartersville  

January 27                                                   

First Baptist Church                                                                                                       

2 Toccoa Street                                                                                          

McCaysville 

VBS 2015 Jump Start 

Listed below are three locations within driving distance of     

churches in the North Central area 

January 6  -  5:30 - 8:30 PM                                                                                                    

First Baptist Church                                                                                                         

Edelweiss Strasse, Helen 

January 22  -  9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon                                                                                      

Annistown Road Baptist Church                                                                                                

4554 Annistown Road, Snellville 

February 5  -  5:30 - 8:30                                                                                                         

Friendship Baptist Church                                                                                                    

2283 Calhoun Road, Rome 



The Body of Christ:                    

A Forensic Study                                   

Final Edition 

Subtopic: The Bride of Christ 

“Then one of the seven angels which 

had the seven bowels filled with the 

seven last plagues came to me and 

talked with me, saying, “Come, I will 

show you the bride, the Lamb’s 

wife.”  (Revelation 21:9) “ Husbands 

love your wives, just as Christ also 

loved the church and gave Himself for 

her> This is a great mystery, but I’m 

speaking concerning Christ and the 

church.” (Ephesians 5:25, 32) 

Two analogies! That’s it. Just two               

analogies! Here is one of the greatest 

mysteries in all of biblical history, the 

formation of the church, the “gathering” 

of believers into a living, breathing               

organism that was totally unseen in               

the Old Testament (hence, Paul’s              

defining term, “mystery”) and unlike               

any gathering before, be it the Temple 

or the Synagogue. The church – a         

concept so unique, so unrelated to any 

other institution (because it’s NOT an 

institution or a club or an organization) 

that it’s given only two analogies to     

describe it. 

For the last 9 months we have delved 

into the first analogy of the “Body of 

Christ,” and we have taken it through           

a forensic-style of study, breaking apart 

each of the individual members of the 

body and gleaning the attributes,                 

nuance, and perspectives that are                   

particular to that gift. To refresh your-

self you would need to look at the last 

nine issues of our newsletters for the 

year 2014. They can also be ordered 

through our office in a combined study 

booklet (cheaply made, of course) if 

you would like them all together.  

To complete this study, however, we 

will have to look at the second analogy 

and focus on the meaning and instruc-

tion unique to its character. The analo-

gy is the “Bride of Christ,” found in the 

passages listed above. It’s times like 

these that I am ill-equipped to fully                  

understand the biblical analogy, not 

having any frame of reference to draw 

from, thus will require assistance from 

my own “bride,” my married daughter, 

and my trusted secretarial staff. I have 

certainly been inspired by these vocal 

brides! 

The most common characteristic that 

came from my conversations with these 

ladies was that the bride was chosen. 

“Out of a myriad of others, I was the 

one he chose!” was the theme of this 

aspect. A very intentional choosing 

from the groom, the fact that I some-

how caught his eye, that I was the one 

on his mind, and that I was the one that 

claimed his heart is what dominated  

the most attention in the interviews. 

The byproduct of this choosing was a 

recognition of “specialness,” unique-

ness, and value. Wow, can you see  

the impact and implication of this            

characteristic?! We as the church have 

specialness, uniqueness, and incredi-

ble value! 

Along with the unique selection, the 

characteristics of monogamy and                

intimacy were given special atten-

tion. Here is the whole world, and we 

know that Christ loves the world, but 

the   relationship with the church, His 

Bride, is one of deliberate intimacy and 

cherished faithfulness. “He will never 

leave you, nor forsake you,” takes on            

a deeper meaning through the eyes of 

a bride. He is committed to you               

FOREVER, talk about a monogamous 

relationship; this is a permanent             

commitment that truly never ends! 

Does this not thrill your heart to know 

that you are completely secure in this 

relationship – we are looking at a             

commitment on an unmeasurable level. 

As the Bride, you belong to the Groom. 

That connection and relationship will 

deepen with intimacy and broaden with 

time, never ever to end. Wow. 

Another characteristic that was pointed 

out to me from my “in-the-know” inform-

ants was the security of being under 

the protection and provision and care of 

someone that has your best interests at 

heart. This attribute had never occurred 

to me but after listening and contem-

plating its meaning and application my 

spirit just soared. I simply can’t put all 

these thoughts in words, but the reali-

zation that I have landed in a honey-pot 

on a gold mine in a paradise still 

doesn’t completely give it credit, but it’s 

a start! When you apply this reality to 

the church you just have to smile very, 

very wide and get a bit excited about 

the unearned riches you just inherited 

because of WHO’s you are! It’s not that 

you will be adequately taken care of, 

but you have been embarrassingly           

lavished with more than you could ever 

possibly imagine! 

The idea of protection is another 

thought for another study, but it does 

make you think about some of the 

things we say about churches in             

general. For instance, “That church        

is so internal minded.” “That church is 

so unfriendly.” We are all guilty of quick 

judgments, and the tendency is to just 

say it with meaningless thought. Look 

out, my beloved friends, we’re talking 

about Someone’s WIFE, and this 

Someone might get protective. I’m just 

sayin’! 

An additional thought was that the 

Bride has the attention and celebration 

of her world. That day is very special, 

and in every culture, it’s her day.              

Everyone is excited for the bride and 

they tend to watch her face intently to 

see her experience the joy and happi-

ness associated with the event. It’s a 

celebration that focuses on the miracle 

and supernatural process of two                

becoming one. This is equated with the 

celebration of the church becoming one 

with her Bridegroom, the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Who will come back for her after 

“He has prepared a place for her.” It’s 

quite amazing and glorious and deserv-

ing of the attention of all of heaven and 

earth! There is no other event more 

spectacular in the Scriptures than the 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb. And we 

are His primary guests of honor! We, 

the Bride! What a sobering, and exhila-

rating thought.  

Alan J. Morris 

P.S. Thank you, ladies, for making the 

position and purpose of the church 

more real and more understood. 



 UPDATE                                                                                                      

on Roland 540i VersaCAMM wide format color printer                        

and Digital Clam Heat Press                                                                                   

(North Central Area Missions recently purchased these two items) 

The new Roland color printer quality for printing of banners is outstanding.  And, our turn 

around time is greatly reduced.  Where it previously took about an hour to print and 8’ banner, 

we can now print one in 15 to 20 minutes. 

We now have the Heat Press up and running.  We can print your logos for t-shirts (and other 

items) on the new Versa CAMM printer and heat press the transfers on for you.   

Cost for printing logos and applying them to your t-shirts, tote bags, etc will be:                      

$2.00 per square foot for dark articles                                                                                      

$3.00 per square foot for light articles                                                                                     

Total cost of your job depends on the size of the logo/item you want printed.                                           

NOTE:  Large print/heat press jobs will require a turn around time.  For example, an order of 100 

print/heat press items would require approximately 8 to 10 hours for completion. 

Cost for printing bumper stickers, wraps for water bottles, etc will be $2.00 per square foot.                  

Total cost of your job depends on the size of the item printed.   

If you have questions, please email janice@northcentralga.org or call us at 770-384-8548.   

The Georgia Baptist Children’s Home and Family                      

Ministries, Inc. expresses thanks to all individuals and 

churches of the Etowah, Hightower and Roswell Baptist 

Associations who recently contributed food, items, gift 

cards, etc.                                                                                       

The “ministry would not be possible without the prayers 

and financial support of people like you.                                           

We are privileged to serve a mighty God who provides 

care for all His children.                                                           

Thank you for helping us show our children the infinite 

beauty of God’s love.” 

James S. Harper                                                                               

President/CEO 



Featuring:                 

David Apple         

Lifeway 

Barbara                   

Curnutt 

Starla                  

Harbin 

For more information, email dsharitt@gabaptist.org or call 770-936-5874 

 2015 Senior Adult Leadership Conference  
February 9-10, 2015 

Mabel White Baptist Church                                                 

1415 Bass Road, Macon, Georgia 

Keynote Speaker                             

Dr. Alvin Reid 

Lizella Baptist Church          

2950 S. Lizella Road    

Lizella, GA 31052 

For additional                          

information or to                      

register, please visit 

GBACE.org                      

REMINDER!  The Georgia Baptist Convention 2014 Annual Meeting is next week,                            

November 10 - 11 at Ingleside Baptist Church, 834 Wimbish Road, Macon, GA 31210.                                                

Additional information, may be found at connectgbc.com. 



Are you a new Sunday School Director?                                    

Do you want to grow your Sunday School?                              

Do you need new ideas?                                              

Do you need motivation? 

The National Sunday School Director Seminar is 

highly energetic, intensely focused, quickly moving, 

and totally devoted to the Sunday School Director. 

AND, it’s coming to your area! 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

First Baptist Cumming 

Cumming, Georgia 

In addition to Sunday School Directors, this “A-to-Z” 

Sunday School event is also for: 

• Age division coordinators 

• Department directors 

• General leaders 

• Pastors and ministers of education 

Through NSSDS training, you will develop skills 
and plans to: 

• Build a growing Sunday School focused on its mission 
and purpose 

• Develop an organization and enlist leadership to build a      
growing Sunday School 

• Lead teachers to teach for spiritual transformation 

• Leave with a step-by-step strategy for leading your 

Sunday School 

Cost is only $39 per person (plus $2.73 tax) 

Lunch will be provided 

For more information, contact:                                                

Wayne Poling, Lifeway Christian Resources, at   

615-251-2685 or wayne.poling@lifeway.com 

To register, please go to:                             

www.lifeway.com/nssds or call 800-254-2022 

NSSDS is designed to: 

• Equip Sunday School directors to serve                    
effectively in all areas of Sunday School work 

• Deliver practical tools for all aspects of Sunday 
School work 

• Facilitate opportunities to network with other 

Sunday School directors 

• Build team spirit among the Sunday School 
director, minister of education, pastor, and                    
division and department directors 

Your leaders will walk away with a library of materials that will serve as a resource after the      
seminar including: 

• Sunday School Training System CD - A comprehensive training system that includes 11 books, training plans, 
handouts, PowerPoint presentations and more 

• Seminar notebook in both printed and electronic form 

• Electronic copy of all the seminar presentations 

Session Topics 

• Instilling a Sense of Purpose and Mission in 

Your Sunday School 

• Blueprints for Growing Your Sunday School 

• Developing Life Changing Bible Teaching 

• Building a Strategy for My Sunday School 



 North Central Area Missions thanks each church and individual in the Etowah,                     

Hightower, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Associations for the ministries and Christian 

service you provide in your community, state, nation and the world by sharing the love 

of God and the hope through salvation in Jesus Christ.  

2015                        

Phase 1               

Disaster Relief 

Training                                                        

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

    For additional information, please contact the Disaster  

Relief Office of the Georgia Baptist Convention at                          

770-936-5254 or email pficarra@gabaptist.org. 

January 31, 2015                                                                                 

Harps Crossing Baptist Church, Fayetteville 

February 28, 2015                                                                              

Lakeside Baptist Church, Albany 

March 28, 2015                                                                                        

Calvary Baptist Temple, Savannah 

 September 12, 2015                                                                            

Grove Level Baptist Church, Dalton 



November 2014 
2 Daylight Savings Time ends 

3 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

9-11 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (see page 5) 

15 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

18 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, The Pointe Church in Canton (10:30 AM) 

 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton (immediately following Executive Meeting)  

19 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church (10:30 AM) 

 Roswell Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

20 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church in Cumming (10:30 AM) 

 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

25 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer, (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

26-28 Thanksgiving Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed 

 

December 2014 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

4  Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

20 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

23 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer, (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

23 - 31 Christmas Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


