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North Central Area Missions is saddened at the passing of 

two men who served faithfully as pastors in churches in the 

North Central Area. 

Rev. Mike Byess passed away on Tuesday, 

March 27, 2018, at the age of 48.  He served 

as Pastor, for over 20 years, at many                      

churches in the North Georgia Area; one of 

those churches was Yellow Creek Baptist 

Church in the Hightower Baptist Association. 

Sosebee Funeral Home in Canton was in 

charge of arrangements.    

 

Rev. H. Bethea Fielding passed away on 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018, at the age of 77.  

He ministered for 53 years in six states 

filling multiple roles from Youth Minister 

to Lead Pastor.  Pastoral positions that he 

filled in the North Central Area were New 

Hope Baptist Church in Canton (Etowah 

Association) and Union Hill Baptist 

Church in Alpharetta (Roswell                                 

Association). 

Sosebee Funeral Home in Canton was in charge of                           

arrangements. 

The entire obituary for both Rev. Byess and Rev. Fielding can be found at 

www.sosebeefuneralhome.com. 



The Georgia Baptist Mission Board recognizes the following churches in the North Central 

Area.  The data for baptisms was taken from information reported by churches on their 2017 

Annual Church Report.  The data for Cooperative Program and Mission Georgia Offering                  

giving is actual contributions in 2017 by the churches to these programs. 

Etowah Association 

Revolution Church: Highest number of baptisms during 2017                                                                    

First Baptist Canton: Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                                           

Open Door Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative                     

Program for 2017                                                                                                             

Open Door Baptist Church: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                            

Stonecrest Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia Offering 

for 2017                                                                                                                     

Hopewell Baptist Church: Leading contributor to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2017 

Hightower Association 

Concord Baptist Church: Highest number of baptisms during 2017                                                               

Mt. Zion Baptist Church: Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                                        

Concord Baptist Church: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                              

Mt. Zion Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program 

for 2017                                                                                                                     

Goshen Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia                    

Offering for 2017                                                                                                            

Antioch Baptist Church: Leading contributor to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2017 

Lanier Association 

First Redeemer Church: Highest number of baptisms during 2017                                                                

First Baptist Cumming: Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                                          

First Baptist Cumming: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                               

Forsyth Korean Baptist Church: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative                      

Program for 2017                                                                                                             

First Baptist Church of Iranians: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative                   

Program for 2017                                                                                                             

North Lanier Baptist Church: Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative                   

Program for 2017                                                                                                             

First Baptist Cumming: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia                        

Offering for 2017                                                                                                            

First Baptist Cumming: Leading contributor to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2017 

Roswell Association 

First Baptist Alpharetta: Highest number of baptisms during 2017                                                             

First Baptist Alpharetta: Largest contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                                   

Crabapple First Baptist: Leading contributor per resident member through the Cooperative Program 

for 2017                                                                                                                     

Crabapple First Baptist: Largest percentage contributor through the Cooperative Program for 2017                        

Christ Church of India in Atlanta: Leading contributor per resident member to the Mission Georgia                            

Offering for 2017                                                                                                            

First Baptist Alpharetta: Leading contributor to the Mission Georgia Offering for 2017 



Timeless Truths from 

the Oldest Voices 

Lessons from the Mighty Men of 

David - “Prepared for Any              

Battle” Part 3 

This is the second-year mark of a 

study through the Old Testament 

and more specifically it’s the third 

part in a series about the Mighty 

Men of David as we travel through 

the voluminous material found in 

the Old Testament. This part of 

the Scripture is filled with advice, 

examples, and applicable stories 

to counsel us in a variety of situa-

tions that we experience in life. 

Just because they happened 

many years ago, and just because 

they are in the Old Testament, 

should not deter us or give us 

pause to willingly and confidently 

use the wisdom found here. Our 

goal is to make the characters and 

personalities of this part of our  

Bible become more of a reality as 

they intersect our current culture.  

The last two studies by this title 

have had us learn the names and 

exploits of multiple characters, 

men from Benjamin, Gad, and  

Issachar, or the three top mighty 

men of David, Adino, Eleazar, and 

Shammah. This month we will only 

concentrate on one man by the 

name of Benaiah. His name 

means, “Jehovah has built,” a ref-

erence to the continued working of 

God in the affairs of Israel during 

this time of the reign of King      

David. His main story is echoed in 

two passages, 2 Samuel 23:20 

and  1 Chronicles 11:22, and they 

tell of his incredible battles that he 

won in three different arenas. 

Each battle is a true, detailed              

description of a skillful, formidable 

warrior taking a stand against a 

foe of Israel and Israel’s God.             

The imagery is enough, but the 

applications are vast and powerful. 

Before we look at the battles that 

this mighty man engaged in, it 

would be good to remind you that 

he not only served David but was 

also part of helping to establish 

Solomon’s kingdom. In David’s 

last year when he was not quite 

himself, Adonijah decided that he 

would appoint himself king. He 

was, after all, one of David’s sons, 

he was very handsome, and obvi-

ously misguided and very arro-

gant, all the ingredients for a politi-

cal leader. In listing all the people 

that were NOT invited to his 

“inaugural party,” “Nathan the 

prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, 

and Solomon” were the ones men-

tioned in1 Kings 1:10. That would 

be a group I would not mind              

having my name included in.                  

I think it’s interesting that Benaiah 

is mentioned along with Nathan 

and Solomon, yet he resides in               

obscurity for the most part.  

Benaiah is described to have had 

three different battles seemingly 

one after the other. The  details 

are specific in each fight and these 

should not be looked at as ran-

dom, boring, filler information used 

to take up space in the writings of 

Holy Writ. Each detail has mean-

ing and is important. We will look 

at these using the best tools of 

Biblical research available – other 

related passages of Scripture and 

accurate dictionaries of Hebrew. 

The first mention of Benaiah 

states that he was the son of              

Jehoiada (meaning, “God knows”), 

and he was from Kabzeel (a city 

that means “God gathers”). Both 

points could teach us some of 

what this unique man’s character 

qualities were or how God used 

him in some specific way, but 

nothing so far jumps out at me.  

His first encounter was with “two 

lion-like heroes from Moab.” Ahhh, 

now that is something I know a 

little about, the nation of “Moab.” 

The very beginning of this people 

group is the result of an immoral 

and incestuous relationship                  

between Lot and his oldest       

daughter (Gen. 19:30-38), and 

every time the Moabites are           

mentioned in Scripture (except in 

the case of Ruth), they are            

engaging in some carnal acts of 

debauchery and perversion, or 

clearly uninvited to any of the 

gatherings of God’s people (Deut. 

23:3). They were consistently             

introducing Israel to new forms of 

immoral behavior and became a 

temptation to violate clear biblical 

instructions and commands. Moab 

represents the flesh. Our carnal, 

vile, unchecked human nature.  

Left to ourselves, we become 

more and more corrupt. Without 

laws, restrictions, censorship, and 

enforcement of such, the human 

condition is deplorable! We ooze 

deeper and deeper into worse and 

worse behavior and begin to           

accept and embrace what last 

year we called taboo. This is our 

flesh. This is our fallen nature. 

Just stop watching TV for a couple 

of years and then go back and see 

what has become common              

programming. “Frog in the kettle” 

condition is nothing more than the 

dull, corrupted process of our 

flesh. This is unquestionably the 

Christian’s worse enemy – our 

own flesh. 

 (Continued on Page 11) 



New Discipleship Kits available through North Central Area Missions 

Often, idols are obvious - money, power, fame.  But subtler 

idols can sometimes take the form of sweet loved ones and 

busy seasons of ministry.  But if your heart is prioritizing any of 

those pursuits before God, they are taking up space meant for 

Him alone.  In this study, learn to identify the functional gods 

you are serving daily and the lies they tell.  Only when you learn 

to dethrone modern-day idols can you pursue a deeper, more 

meaningful relationship with Jesus. 

8 sessions - 20-25 minutes in length 

We’ve all experienced failures, bitterness, or setbacks.  We carry                     

unseen burdens that rob us of joy, keep us from praying, and 

even cause us to doubt God.  God’s grace covers everything 

we’ve done.  And the best way to understand it, is to experience 

it.  This study will remind you that no sin is so great, no                                  

bitterness so deep that God’s grace cannot transform your heart 

and rewrite your story. 

5 episodes for a total of 80 minutes 

This series reveals the alarming state of Christianity today and 

what the church can do about it.  The study is divided into six 

subjects; each subject has two parts.  The subjects are: 

Relevance of Genesis                                                                               

Revealing the Unknown God                                                        

One Blood, One Race                                                                                 

Always Ready                                                                                                 

In Six Days                                                                                           

Death the Enemy     

12 sessions approximately 30 minutes each                                            



Community can be hard to find.  As much as the things we like 

can pull us together, they tend to tear us apart just as frequently.  

As Christ-followers, we’ve been given something greater than our 

preferences to hold us together: Jesus. He gives us so much more 

than a rallying cry, he gives us a purpose for our unity.  

“By this all people will know that you are my  disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” (John 13:35)  

Worship by Bec 
Special Guest                          

Alan Morris,                        

GA Baptist Missionary 

For those who have completed 6th-12th grade.  
 

June10th: Registration Deadline                                                                          

Cost by June 10th deadline 

Student- $225 

Parent/Leader-$125  

After deadline, IF space is available, all pricing increases $50. 

No refunds after June 10th. 
 

Rafting: The Ocoee is pretty serious stuff. Rafters must be at least 12 years 

old at the time of the trip. Those under age 12, or who prefer, will raft the 

Nantahala. Everyone rafts.  

 

*Includes: 11 meals at camp, lodging,  

  activities, t-shirt and more! 

5 days. 4 nights. 11 meals. White-water 

rafting. Paintball. Horseback. Mountain 

bikes. Sandpit volleyball. High ropes. 

Low ropes. Cabins. Hammock cities. 

The BLOB. Worship through art.  

Small groups. Large groups. Live 

worship. S’mores. Campfire.                         

Star-filled nights. We are adding a 

missions track for 2018!    

Students and their parents are   

invited to join us July 9th-13th for 

CAMP WHOSYERDADDY 2018. 

White Water Express, Ocoee 

Camp, is our camp home this year.   

WhiteWater Express is located at: 

 703 Golf Course Road 
Copperhill, TN 37317 
Phone: (423) 496-9126 
Parents can either drop students 

off or come and stay the week 

with us and join in the fun!  

Get In, Buckle 
Up, Hold On.  

First Baptist Canton invites local youth to participate in their commUNITY summer camp.  

See details and contact information below! 

1 Mission Point                          

Canton, GA 30114                

770.479.5538  

Dave Hall, Minister to Students  

call/text - 912.506.1690                                                          

davehall@fbccanton.org 

Becca VanDerbeck, Admin  

call/text - 678.880.1344 

beccavanderbeck@fbccanton.org 

Questions?                           

 Contact:  



Sandy Wood of Island Ford Baptist Church (Lanier 

Association) sent our office the picture at the right.  

These six people were baptized on May 20.                           

Another person accepted Christ after the baptismal 

service. 

God is good! 

The pastor at Island Ford Baptist Church is Rev. 

David Pruitt. 

 

Happy                      

Father’s                    

Day! 



“Eyes in the Tallgrass” 

                                      
Saturday, June 23, 2018 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

Surviving an active killing event is a concern many people share today. The Holly 
Springs Police Department is offering a FREE educational session focused on the                     
security of houses of worship with presentations regarding preparation on how to  

respond to an active killing event, disruptive situations, skills to analyze potentially 
harmful human behaviors, and mapping a church security plan. 

 
“Eyes in the Tallgrass” is hosted by: 

 
Fivestones Church 

1358 Sixes Rd, Canton, GA 30114  
June 23, 2018, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (doors open at 8:30 am). 

Free lunch is provided. 

 
American law enforcement has the quickest response times in the world, however,              

a killer can wreak great havoc before help arrives.  Attendees will learn several                   
simple steps to prepare themselves for appropriate action if such an event occurs                

and methods to spot trouble before it starts.   
 

The seminar is open to anyone interested in a safe house of worship to include                        
pastors, church leadership, security teams, etc. 

 
Material discussed in this session may be sensitive to some participants. 

 
For additional information or assistance: Det. Greg Bettis   770.721.7526 – o 

 or Fivestones Church at 770.720.2227.  
 

Please visit www.eyesinthetallgrass.com to RSVP for lunch. 

Striving for Excellence 

House of Worship              
Security Training 

Holly Springs Police Department 
Honor, Service, Professionalism, Dedication 

http://www.eyesinthetallgrass.com


For additional information or to register, please visit https://gogeorgia.net/ 

The Georgia Baptist Mission Board has #reachingnextgen roundtables and                          

conferences planned in the Fall of 2018.  Events scheduled in locations                          

convenient to churches in the North Central area are: 

Roundtables                                                                                                                  

Thursday, September 13: First Baptist Cumming                                                     

Tuesday, September 18: First Baptist Fayetteville                                                           

Thursday, September 20: First Baptist Social Circle 

Conferences                                                                                                                  

Monday, October 22:  Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Jonesboro 

For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/ or you may 

call Groups and Faith Development at the Georgia Baptist Mission Board at                      

770-936-5286 



 Fall Homecoming - Session 1: October 22-24, 2018                                   

                Session 2: October 24-26, 2018                                          

Christmas Homecoming - December 3-5, 2018 

For additional information or to make reservations, call the Georgia Baptist                   

Conference Center at 706-886-3133 or email skaup@gabaptist.org. 

 

 

 

 

The Georgia Baptist Sunday School Directors Summit  

November 2-3, 2018 

Second Baptist Church, Waycross, GA 

This two-day event will help your Sunday School more than anything else                       

available.  The GBSSDS will be highly energetic, intensely focused, quickly                  

moving, and totally devoted to the Sunday School Director. 

For additional information or to register, please visit                                                         

gabaptist.org/groups 



https://gabaptist.org/event/reaching/ 



(Continued for Page 3) 

Timeless Truths from 

the Oldest Voices 

Lessons from the Mighty Men of 

David - “Prepared for Any                  

Battle” Part 3 

 This was Benaiah’s first military 

campaign. Notice that they came 

in “two’s,” were called “lion-like,” 

and “heroes.” Indicative of the 

flesh, these scrimmages always 

seems to come in pairs. Just when 

you think you’ve got one dreaded 

temptation under control, another 

springs up to do battle with you! 

Lions are not called “king of the 

jungle” by accident! These crea-

tures are cunning, focused, they 

work together, and are vicious. 

(Don’t underestimate your flesh!) 

Our enemy also performs like a 

hero, seemingly knowing your next 

move, cutting off your supply lines, 

and moving with unnatural agility. 

Fighting against just one would be 

a challenge, but they work in tan-

dem, switching off strategically to 

expend the most energy possible 

and not let up. Sound familiar? 

The “valiant man from Kabzeel” 

defeated these lion-like, twin               

heroes! You can, too! 

Benaiah’s second battle was with 

an actual lion! Scripture states, 

“He also had gone down and killed 

a lion in the midst of a pit on a 

snowy day (2 Sam. 23:10). Talk 

about one tough dude! He                    

challenged the worst of enemies 

(a lion), in the most dangerous 

setting (midst of a pit, had him   

cornered!), and in the worst of 

conditions (on a snowy day). You 

don’t have to know much about 

the Scripture to know what this 

enemy of Benaiah represents to 

us. The lion represents the devil, 

Satan, the accuser, our adversary. 

Peter describes Satan “…walking 

about like a roaring lion, seeking 

whom he may devour” (1 Peter 

5:8). This battle is frightening and 

not for the untrained! You must be 

skilled in “sword play techniques” 

in order to do battle against this 

devourer of men. Jesus fought him 

in the desert armed only with the 

sword of the Spirit, the Word of 

God. We could do no better. Don’t 

use any new trick or arm yourself 

with any other weapon. God’s 

Word is sufficient. It’s adequate 

and powerful.  

 The last battle of Benaiah is with 

“…an Egyptian, a spectacular 

man. The Egyptian had a spear in 

his hand; so he went down to him 

with a staff, wrested the spear out 

of the Egyptian’s hand and killed 

him with his own sword” (v. 21).   

In the accompanying passage in 

Chronicles, it describes the Egyp-

tian as a giant. What can we glean 

from this verse? Well, the giant 

was an Egyptian. What does 

Egypt represent? Egypt always 

represents the world. In every 

passage throughout the Bible, 

Egypt is the center of the world’s 

thought process, the best and           

finest that’s in the world, it is all 

that the world has to offer. We do 

battle with the world every single 

day. It desires to creep into every 

facet of life, tells us what to wear, 

how to think, what to believe, and 

how to live. We face this giant in 

battle every day. 

Notice that it starts describing the 

Egyptian as a “spectacular man.” 

Isn’t that the truth?! The world              

always pumps its wares as being 

the best, “new and improved,” you 

can’t live without it. If you stand 

against whatever is in vogue in the 

world’s value system, you are              

immediately criticized, ostracized, 

and attacked without due process. 

The world is “spectacular,” and 

you are just below ordinary. It is 

true, the world has great devices, 

tools, comforts, and resources, but 

the world’s thinking and values are 

what is dangerous. They sneak in 

unnoticed through our desire for 

an easy life or just so we won’t 

feel “left out.” They do have a 

“spear” and all we have is a “staff,” 

if you get my meaning. Not much 

of a contest! 

The interesting thing about this 
passage is that Benaiah actually 
uses the Egyptian’s “tools” against 
him. Benaiah takes the spear out 
of the hand of the Egyptian and 
kills him with his own spear! Here 
is a lesson for us in the Christian 
world to learn. We can and should 
use the world’s “spears” – cell 
phones, computers, technology, 
etc. – to do battle with this world! 
In our case, our spear is actually 
the “sword of the Spirit.” In the 
words or Adrian Rogers, “A human 
sword takes a living man and 
makes him dead, but God’s Sword 
takes a dead man and makes him 
alive.” Much can be learned from 
the mighty men of David. I pray we 
realize that there is a war on and 
we must be mighty men to make a 
difference.  

 

Alan J. Morris 

 



June 2018 
4 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

12-13 Southern Baptist Convention, Dallas, TX 

17 Father’s Day 

21 Lanier Baptist Association CALLED Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:00 AM 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

 

July 2018 
4 Independence Day  -  North Central Area Missions closed 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

31 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

 

August 2018 
2 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

16 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

28 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Office, 10:30 am 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Once again, Georgia Baptists will be 

given the opportunity to provide 

Christmas Backpacks.  This year, the 

collection will be for children in                        

Appalachia and Southwest Georgia.  

More information will be provided by 

the end of July.                                                            

In the event you have early questions, 

you may contact our office at 

janice@northcentralga.org or by                    

calling 770-384-8548.      


