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194th Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting 
November 9-10, 2015 - Roswell Street Baptist Church, Marietta 

For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/annualmeeting 

For more                              
information, please 

visit gabaptist.org 



Church Staff Changes 

Dan Nichols began serving as Children’s 
Ministry Associate at Midway Community 

Church effective October 11, 2015.  We 
welcome Dan and his wife, Rebecca. 

Rev. Jeff Brown began serving as Senior 
Pastor at Ball Ground First Baptist Church 
effective October 18, 2015.  We welcome Jeff 

along with his wife, Lisa, and their children, 
Michael and Cassandra. 

Part Time Staff Position 

Redemption Baptist Fellowship in 
Johns Creek is seeking to hire a       

part-time worship leader beginning in 
January 2016.                                                          

For additional information, you may 
contact Pastor Adam Webb at                             

adam@redemptionjohnscreek.org or 
770-713-6220. 

Does your Church have used/leftover 
Christian material that you would like to 

share with others? 

Listed below is contact information for two men 

who collect used/leftover Christian                       
literature (SS, children’s mission groups,                  

Bibles, books, hymnals, magazines, VBS, CDs, 

DVDs, etc).  They both are involved with                 
organizations that send these materials around 

the world bringing God’s word into lives of 
those who have never heard or cannot afford  

to purchase material. 

Jim Wauford                                                                         
770-928-9064 

Ben Cook                                                                              
770-435-5120 

TO:  Hightower, Etowah and Roswell Baptist                  
Association Churches 

“On behalf of the staff and children at Georgia 
Baptist Children’s Home and Family Ministries,                      
I want to thank you for participating in the truck 
loading ministry!  We appreciate your love and 
generous donation to our ministry, which will              
enable us to continue to reach out to hurting                 
children and broken families.” 

Sandra Hammonds                                                    
Truck Loading Coordinator 

Tickets may be purchased at First Redeemer Church, on line at                              
firstredeemer.org or by calling the church at 678-513-9400 



The Early Church Culture Series 

Scriptural Ingredient #6 – Missions 

This year we have embarked on a      
research regarding the Early Church’s 
culture and how it “turned the world    
upside down.” The Early Church 

“culture” set it apart from any other     
religious or political movement in history 
allowing it to experience success on a 
level second to none. You can read our 
earlier Newsletters (February, March, 

April, May, June-July, August, Septem-
ber-October) to familiarize yourself with 
the Early Church’s cultural formation (in 
those articles we included the cultural 

characteristics of the Holy Spirit, prayer, 
power, suffering, and oneness). To 
overlook these earlier characteristics 
would create a severe deficit in the criti-
cal aspects of what made this unique 

band of ordinary people into an army 
that touched every part of the globe – 
and still, even from the grave, their cul-
tural uniqueness speaks. The movement 

of the Holy Spirit through the lives of this 
ragtag group of eclectic 1st Century             
believers was nothing short of the visual 
confirmation of Jesus’ promise that WE 
would do greater things when He goes 

away, because the Comforter would 
then come (John 14:12). To quote J.D. 
Greaer from his book, “Jesus Contin-
ued,” when it comes to significant impact 

and large scale movements of God, “The 
Holy Spirit inside you is greater than the 
Jesus beside you.” 

The Book of Acts includes a practice that 

was never before seen in any form since 
the creation of Adam until Luke penned 
this historical record. The action I speak 
of is mission work, the spreading of the 
good news to other cultures and people 

groups. Deliberately leaving the lan-
guage and culture that was your own 
and taking the Gospel to regions that 
have never heard before is something 

completely foreign in the historical set-
ting. Four such trips are documented 
and they speak of a great explosion of 
church growth and a very positive              
response. The success of their mission 

trips was a direct result of having a mis-
sional heart (“missional” is a new Eng-
lish term used almost exclusively in the 
evangelical community that describes a 

heart-felt passion to use whatever 
means necessary to spread the Gospel 
to every nation, leaving no one                      

untouched).  

The final command of Jesus in each of 
the Synoptic Gospels to take this mes-
sage of hope and truth to the ends of the 

world is only magnified by His last words 
in Acts 1:8 that exhorting us to be wit-
nesses for Him in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria, and the ends of the earth. Not 
long after He gave this command did the 

early leadership commission the first 
mission trip of Paul, Barnabas, and John 
Mark to Antioch, Salamis, Paphos,    
Perga, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe.              

Interestingly, many of these places were 
listed in the 1st chapter of Acts when 
Luke listed the many nations that heard 
the gospel in their language, even think-

ing that the disciples were drunk or 
something. Well, they were full of some-
thing alright, not spirits, but the HOLY 
Spirit.  

The second missionary journey was  

taken by Paul and Silas and they took 
the Good News to Seleucia, Antioch, 
Tarsus, and then after Paul’s Macedoni-
an vision, they traveled to Troas, Mace-

donia, Neapolis, Thessalonica, Berea, 
Athens, Corinth, and Ephesus. We have 
correspondence between many of these 
churches on the second mission trip   
giving us a deeper picture of the                    

uniqueness of our doctrine, practice,  
and Christian life. While Paul and Silas 
went more west, Barnabas and John 
Mark took a trip north, bringing the               

Gospel into Cyprus. Here we have                   
multiple mission trips happening simulta-
neously. The missional spirit of the Early 
Church is quite obvious since the disci-
ple led missionary journeys started in 

chapter 13 and continued throughout the 
remainder of the book.  

The final mission trip of Paul ended in 
Rome, a place he believed strongly God 

had prepared him to engage. It was        
indeed his last trip because he was 
eventually beheaded outside this city. 

Acts 13:2-5 records the initial missionary 

endeavor and how it happened. After 
they had “ministered to the Lord and 
fasted” in the place where they were, 

they heard from the Holy Spirit. This 
gives us an example to follow. It has 
been said before, if you are not involved 

in leading people to the Lord where you 
are, crossing an ocean won’t make any 
difference. It then describes the Holy 
Spirit saying, “Now separate to me                 

Barnabas and Saul for the work to which 
I have called them.” Apparently this is             
a unique work, a “calling,” a type of               
ministry that requires a “separation” from 
others. We have here the birth of a mis-
sional heart and a missional task as the 

Holy Spirit set apart two men and called 
them for a specific experience. After 
prayer, fasting, and laying on of hands, 
the church sent them away toward             

Galatia. Do not rush this passage.               
Missions is a calling. Missions does      
require hearing from the Holy Spirit.         
Missions follows prayer and fasting.     
Missions is commissioned by the 

church’s involvement of laying on of 
hands and sending them away.  

I truly believe that a church that has a 
heart for the Lord will hear the sound of 

missions in the heartbeat of Almighty 
God. It is a primary task, a mark of own-
ership, and a badge of honor to be           
involved in taking the Gospel to regions 

that are unfamiliar, resistant, or hostile to 
receiving its Good News. This is not the 
first thing that the church did, but it was 
certainly the most explosive and impact-
ful. Taking the truth of the Gospel to      

other shores and releasing the Holy 
Spirit on virgin lands through the preach-
ing of the Word was the signature 
marque of the church in Acts. This action 

was forged in the crucible of a church 
culture that was filled with the Holy Spirit 
and power, bathing every moment and 
event in deliberate prayer, and encoun-

tered each persecution and trial with 

unified oneness. This was the culture 
of the Early Church and we have all 

the potential to replicate this same     
environment in each of our fellow-
ships. The question is simply why 

don’t we? 

Alan Morris  

 

 



For additional information, please visit www.imb.org and click on the Lottie Moon 
dropdown 

Johnson Ferry Baptist Church, 955 Johnson Ferry Road, Marietta in the Magnolia Room.                              
For additional information, call 770-321-1606 or visit nobts.edu, click on Extension Centers, then 

click on North Georgia Center and scroll down to NGA Preview Day. 

9:25 AM 



VBS Jump Starts 2016 

January 21:  Summerville First Baptist           
125 Georgia Avenue, Summerville  

January 26:  Clayton Baptist Church                 
87 S. Church Street, Clayton 

January 28:  First Baptist Cumming                
1597 Sawnee Drive, Cumming 

7:00 to 8:30 PM 

The Jumpstarts are FREE and no                         
registration is required. 

VBS Clinic 2016 

 March 19:  First Baptist Cumming                    
1597 Sawnee Drive, Cumming 

This clinic includes Spanish Conferences 

7:30 AM to 12:30 PM 

Early Bird Registration (by2/15/16) - $15                               
Regular Registration (by 3/1/16) - $20                     
Late/Door Registration - $25 

For more details, information, registration, please visit gabaptistgroups.org 

Update on graphics available for banners 

North Central Area Missions recently subscribed to a graphics program that allows                         
us to further assist our churches in development of banners that are informative and 

attractive.  The process will be as follows:                                                                                 

 churches provide us with the text desired on the banner and advise us of the type 
background design you would like (spring, fall, Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc) 

 we will select graphic designs and place your text into those designs 

 we will then email you the designs we have developed and you choose which one 
meets your needs 

 once we have the banner designed to meet your approval, we will print and deliver 
the banner to you 



November 2015 
2 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9&10 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting - see details on page 1 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank  (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

17 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting - North Central Area Missions Office - 10:30 AM 

     Lunch will be served following Executive Meeting 

18 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting - Clear Springs Baptist Church - 10:30 AM 

     Lunch will follow Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting - Living Stones Church - 10:30 AM 

     Lunch will follow Executive Meeting at a place TBD 

24 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

25-27 Thanksgiving Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed 

29-Dec 6 Week of Prayer for International Missions 

 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (see article on page 4) 

 
December 2015 
Nov 29 - 

    Dec 6 Week of Prayer for International Missions 

 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering (see article on page 4) 

3 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

7 Hightower Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

10 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

12 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank  (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

22 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

23-Jan 1 Christmas Holidays!  North Central Area Missions closed (return to work on Monday, January 4, 2016) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            
Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  
Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


