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Week of Prayer  -  March 5-12, 2017 

Goal:  $70 Million 

North Central Area Missions can print vertical and horizontal banners, door                    

hangars, postcards, small handout cards, etc for your church to use to share your 

plans for The Big Invite at Easter 2017. 

We can print the “Start Your New Beginning” design or we have several additional 

designs available. 

For additional information, email janice@northcentralga.org                                                     

or call our office at 770-384-8548. 

Join other Georgia Baptist pastors/churches as, in one united effort, we invite                       
1 million Georgians to be our guests for Easter.  





Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices 

The Lesson from Abraham - “Friend and 

Faith” 

Genesis 12-22; 2 Chronicles 20:7; Romans 

4; Hebrews 11:8-17; James 2:23 

I have lots of friends. My journeys and 

mission trips throughout the multiple 

states and countries that I have traveled, 

along with the various places I have 

lived have provided me a large number 

of acquaintances that I would refer to as 

my friends. I see their names or hear 

their voices and immediately their faces 

appear in my mind’s eye. I see them in 

the context of some event in my recent 

or distant past. I would say they are 

friends, but they are not all close friends. 

That is more of a select few, a unique 

subset that I have spent much more time 

with, engaged in deeper, heartfelt                   

discussions and moments with, either 

through great tribulation or ecstatic joy, 

but it is naturally a much smaller                 

number. The level of friendship depends 

on several things: the length of time, the 

depth of our conversations, like-

mindedness, shared value systems, and 

mutual experiences. Abraham was said, 

by both Moses and James, to be a 

“Friend of God.” Now that is a title that I 

would love to have attributed to me. How 

about you? Think about that for just a 

moment. Does God see you as one of 

His BFF’s? 

Knowing what I know about the charac-

teristics and nature of being a friend, this 

phrase in 2 Chronicles 20:7 and James 

2:23 is both intriguing and deeply chal-

lenging. Friendship requires trans-

parency and trust (or “faith”). There must 

be openness to listen, engage, stretch 

your comfort zone, and accept the other 

person’s perspective as valid and worth-

while. It requires effort and work to                     

develop a true, close friendship. This is 

not for the faint of heart! A deep friend-

ship is costly as it requires unselfish-

ness. A lazy person will never have any 

truly lasting friendships because of the 

investment that it requires. 

Notice that Abraham was a man whom 

God recognized as having faith. The first 

mention of the concept of “faith” is found 

in Genesis 15:6. The context is how God 

viewed Abraham. In our English transla-

tions, it states, “And he (Abraham)     

believed in the Lord, and He (God)              

accounted it to him for righteousness.” 

This was the start of a unique relation-

ship, one that would eventually become 

an abiding friendship, and the initial 

characteristic that is acknowledged is 

this word, faith. In a time when few men 

believed in Yahweh, the one true God, 

Abraham had unquestioning faith. His 

faith was looked at by Almighty God to 

be the same as righteousness, meaning 

that he was in right standing before Holy 

God. How would you define faith? What 

characteristics would you consider                

necessary? 

Abraham’s faith is somewhat of an                 

enigma. On the one hand, Abraham      

exemplified his faith in a way that was 

simply mind boggling. When asked by 

God to sacrifice his one and only son, 

Isaac, “the son in whom he loved,”     

Abraham immediately got up the next 

morning to do just that. No questioning. 

No bargaining. No hesitation. This level 

of faith is unmeasurable, remarkable, 

mature, and it was evident through his 

immediate obedience. I still can’t                

imagine this kind of faith. I have great 

respect and admiration for Abraham 

when I read Genesis 22, and I consider 

it one of the greatest expressions of faith 

in all the Bible. Make sure you read this 

passage for yourself. 

But on the other hand, whenever he        

visited a new country Ole Abe would 

convince his wife to tell everyone that 

she was his sister, thinking that because 

of her beauty the king, pharaoh, or politi-

cal leader of that land would have him 

executed in order to wed gorgeous              

Sarah. Now this may make you scratch 

your head a little. It just shows that great 

faith still has the potential for human 

error and blind-spots. This point should 

give us all hope as we are very familiar 

with our own weaknesses and failures. 

We should not give up or become                 

depressed whenever we fail or fall. The 

key is that our faith must be genuine, 

pure, and lived out. As we see areas of 

weakness exposed, it should be a               

warning light, an alarm system, that God 

wants us to yield that particular area of 

our life to Him in faith. Paul says regard-

ing this that “God is revealed from faith 

to faith; as it is written, “The just shall 

live by faith”” (Romans 1:17). This 

means this relationship is on-going,              

requires time and energy, and                      

commitment. It is not something that will 

happen overnight, but will require stages 

and steps of consistent, meaningful              

relationship building. 

This verse in Romans is a direct state-

ment that parallels these two things: the 

person that is living by faith in Christ and 

the characteristics of faith that were 

seen in Abraham. Remember that God 

said because of Abraham’s faith, “it was 

accounted to him for righteousness,” in 

other words, Abraham was considered 

just (in right standing) before God. If “the 

just shall live by faith,” then the most 

important characteristic for us is faith, 

and Abraham is the most vivid picture of 

what that looks like. This is probably why 

Abraham is mentioned 285 times in 26 

books of the Bible, the most often talked 

about character next to God, Himself.  

It stands to reason, then, the person that 

lives and walks by faith will have a rela-

tionship with the Almighty, Creator God 

that is similar to a deep, abiding friend-

ship, like you would have with a very 

close friend. This is what is meant by the 

phrase, “from faith to faith,” (Romans 

1:17) signifying a lifestyle of faith, the 

day to day choices and decisions that 

will lead us from one step of faith to the 

next step of faith. This is NOT “Sunday 

Christianity,” a behavior, attitude, and 

speech that is done at church, or just 

one day a week, or only when around 

your “Christian” friends, but then differ-

ent when you go home. This is the       

building up of a relationship with God 

through frequent, deliberate encounters 

with Him, just like you would with                

someone that you would call a true, blue 

“amigo.” You would be loyal to your best 

friend even when you are away from him 

or when you are with others that do not 

care for him. Friendship and faith are 

interestingly linked together in the life of 

Abraham. This quality of relationship 

with the Creator of the Universe is                   

clearly demonstrated through the life of 

this great patriarch, Abraham. 

 

Alan J. Morris 

 

 



North Central Area Missions recently purchased a new portable baptistry.                                     

It breaks down into sections that can be easily lifted, loaded and reassembled.                                  

A large size pick-up truck is best for transporting from one location to another.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This baptistry is available for use at no charge to all Etowah, Hightower, Lanier and                 

Roswell Baptist Association churches that financially support North Central Area                  

Missions.           

RESERVE EARLY! 

Remember to reserve the Evangelism Ministry Truck for your church events by 

emailing janice@northcentralga.org or calling our office at 770-384-8548.                        

It books up fast! 

Due to the increase in cost of supplies and operation of the truck, effective                       

January 1, 2017, the per event usage fee for the EMT has increased to $250. 

FOOSBALL 

North Central Area Missions recently 

purchased this new inflatable for the                   

Evangelism Ministry Truck.                                  

This purchase was made possible by 

a special contribution from a member 

church.   



 



For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                                                                                                      

or contact Phyllis Anderson at 770-936-5381 or panderson@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                                                   

or contact Glen McCall at 770-936-5257 or gmccall@gabaptist.org 



Shelley E. Johnson                            

Worship Artist 

September 19, 2017 

Sardis Baptist Church                                                                    

4359 Anderson Highway                                         

Hartwell 

For additional information,                  

visit www.gabaptist.org                     

or contact Dana Sharitt at                 

770-936-5274 or 

dsharitt@gabaptist.org 

Evergreen Conference Center                                    

Stone Mountain 

 

For additional information, visit www.gabaptist.org/womensministry or call 770-936-5320 

http://womensspring.wpengine.com/registration/
http://womensspring.wpengine.com/special-guests/


For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                   

or contact Laura Simms at 770-936-5362 or lsimms@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org                                                                   

or contact Loretta Crow at 770-936-5232 or lcrow@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, please visit www.gabaptist.org.   



Georgia Baptist Mission Board VBS Clinic                                                                                     

March 18, 2017                                                                                                               

(Registration Required)                                                                                                      

Roswell Street Baptist Church                                                                                                

774 Roswell Street                                                                                                           

Marietta, GA 30060                                                                                                           

Additional information and clinic registration are available at                                     

gabaptist.org/kids.                                                                                                          

Or, you may call 770-936-5286. 

North Central Area Missions has Galactic Starveyors literature available to 

any church that would like to drop by and view the material firsthand.                                           

We are also available to answer any questions you might have regarding 

the Galactic Starveyors literature.    

As in the past, North Central is available to help you and your church in           

obtaining Lifeway VBS materials.  We will receive your order, forward it to 

Lifeway and pick it up, then we will deliver it to your church. 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru North 

Central or directly thru Lifeway.  North Central does receive a rebate from 

Lifeway on all VBS orders purchased directly thru our office.  These funds 

are used to assist small or new start churches needing financial assistance 

in conducting VBS programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office                                                                 

by email to janice@northcentralga.org,                                                                              

by fax to 770-384-8658                                                                                                          

or by calling our office at 770-384-8548. 



March 2017 
2  Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6  Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

9 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

11-19 Alaska to Appalachia Mission Team here ministering at Cowboy Church and Academy at Double H Ranch 

12 Daylight Saving Time Begins 

28 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

 

April 2017 
3 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

9 Palm Sunday 

14 Good Friday 

16 Easter 

20 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Sunday, March 12 


