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Ends                        
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2:00 AM                 

on Sunday,                            

November 5 

From North Central Area Missions 
 North Central Area Missions will be closed                                                 

Wednesday, November 22 thru Friday, November 24.                                                                             

We will reopen on Monday, November 27. 



In 2017, Georgia Baptists are once again partnering with                            

Appalachian Regional Ministries to provide                                                                                  

BACKPACKS OF HOPE.                                                
The new name, Backpacks of Hope, reflects an emphasis                       

in southwest Georgia as well as Appalachia.                                            

The goal for 2017 is 35,000 backpacks.                                                     

In 2016, 35,234 backpacks were delivered to children in                    

Appalachia. 

Georgia Baptists are being asked to provide backpacks for                   

children in North Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee and Southwest Georgia. 

 You may bring your filled backpacks to the North Central Area Missions office beginning                

Thursday, October 12, 2017.  The last date we will receive backpacks is Thursday, November 2, 

2017.  Your filled backpacks do need to be placed in 18x18x16 size storage boxes (available at 

Wal-mart, Lowes, Home Depot, etc).  We will have a trailer on site at North Central Area Missions 

beginning October 16 for loading backpacks.   

If you/your church would like for North Central Area Missions to print and laminate the labels 

(which are to be fastened to the outside of each backpack), print the Christmas Story flyer or the 

ARM Mailbox Club card (which are to be placed inside each backpack), we will be glad to do so. 

DIRECTIONS                                                                                                                                                          

Start with a NEW, zippered backpack.                                                                                                      

Fill with NEW gifts (at least one item from each gift suggestion shown below)                                                

Include The Christmas Story and the ARM Mailbox Club postcard (North Central can provide)                        

Securely fasten tag to outside of the backpack using a zip-tie                                                                

Pray specifically for the child receiving the backpack                                                                                    

GIFT SUGGESTIONS                                                                                                                                            

TOYS: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, small music instruments, yo-yos, jump ropes, 

sidewalk chalk, toys that light up or make noise (include extra batteries), Slinky, Frisbee, card 

games such as Old Maid, Go Fish, etc.                                                                                                              

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils (with sharpener), crayons, markers, stamps and ink pads, 

writing pads, paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, etc.                                                  

HYGIENE ITEMS:  toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (boxed in a plastic bag), hairbrush, 

comb, washcloth, ponytail holders, hair clips, etc.                                                                                               

OTHER:  Bibles for children or teens, age-appropriate Christian books, socks, t-shirts, hats,          

sunglasses, toy Jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries), pop-top cans of food, hard 

candy, lollipops, mints, gum, etc.  Double bag all candy. NO CHOCOLATE.                                                                          

IDEAS FOR OLDER KIDS (10-14 years):                                                                                                               

Girls:  lip gloss, costume jewelry, fashion scarves, friendship bracelets, craft kits, journals, fun 

socks and slippers, doodle books, etc.                                                                                                                       

Boys:  legos, card games, hand-held electronic games, basketball, soccer ball, Nerf football 

For additional information, please email janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548.  

Churches working through North Central Area Missions do NOT register separately online 

through the Mission Georgia website. 

NOTE: Churches in the Hightower Association should contact Bridget Williams at 770-861-1194 

or by email at hbawmu@yahoo.com for details. 

Share a gift of LOVE and the       

GOSPEL with a child in need 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices                                           
The Lesson from David -                    

“The Heart of the Matter                  

is the Matter of the Heart”                     

Part 2    -   1 Samuel 18-30 

You have stumbled into the                

middle of a study on the Old       

Testament characters. This is 

part 2 on the study of King              

David, the “man after God’s             

own heart” (1 Sam. 13:14; Acts 

13:22). Last month we con-                  

cluded that David’s unique             

characteristic among his own 

brethren was that he kept the 

main thing as the main thing! 

You can read the October issue 

if you don’t remember. Let’s     

continue in our study. 

After the Goliath incident,                  

David’s popularity went through 

the roof. So much so that the 

number one hit playing on Casey 

Kasem’s Top 40 during that day 

was, “Saul has killed his thou-

sands, and David his ten-

thousands” (1 Sam. 18:7). Can 

you say jealousy? Saul had it in 

for young David and even                   

attempted to kill him several 

times. Fortunately, he was a bad 

shot! David escaped and was on 

the lam for several years. There 

are some incredible attributes 

that David exhibited during these 

years that I would like to focus 

on in our quest to discover what 

it takes to be a “man after God’s 

own heart.”  

First of all, I want to be very clear 

here when I say that this is the 

time when David’s faith was  

tested. He is no different that we 

are in this respect; when we             

encounter grave difficulties, life 

and death issues, loss of home, 

and complete abandonment, this 

is when the essence of what we 

really believe is ‘squeezed’ out of 

us. As my wife often says, “A 

faith that has not been tested is  

a faith that cannot be trusted.” 

David’s faith was on trial for all  

to see. He was being hunted by 

demonically controlled King Saul. 

That King had the full force of  

the entire Jewish military at his 

disposal. The comfort of his own 

home was out of the question – 

that’s the first place they’d look! 

His best friend and confidant  

was Saul’s little boy, Jonathan. 

That is a recipe for disaster! He 

was alone, being hunted by a 

shrewd commander, and had  

the fear that any allegiance could 

backfire. David’s test of faith            

revealed a genuine man after 

God’s own heart. 

Wisdom. In the beginning of 

this episode in David’s life, the 

Bible states, “… and he behaved 

wisely,” and “…David behaved 

wisely in all his ways, and the 

Lord was with him,” and “…Saul 

saw that he behaved very wisely 

and he was afraid of him,” and 

“… David behaved more wisely 

than the servants of Saul” (1 

Sam. 18:5,14,15, 30). Do you 

notice anything here? Proverbs 

teaches, “The fear of the Lord is 

the beginning of wisdom” (9:10). 

Wisdom is a powerful ally. It             

provides direction, insight, inspi-

ration, and vision by seeing life 

from God’s perspective. It also 

makes your enemies crazy!            

Notice that Saul was afraid of 

David because he “behaved very 

wisely.” It just makes sense that 

this characteristic is necessary in 

order to be a “man after God’s 

own heart.” Wisdom keeps you 

focused, it hinders trivialities 

from distracting you and from 

staying off point. This is a key 

element that you see in David’s 

“running for his life” era. 

Love. During this time, David 

had a great relationship with  

Jonathan. He was a faithful 

friend and a loyal companion. 

Godly, pure, genuine brotherly 

love is witnessed in this incredi-

ble friendship in David’s life. 

Though the perverted world has 

tried to sully this relationship, it 

stands out as one of the most 

unselfish, priceless loyalty              

models of all of history. It is a 

picture of love. Also, while David 

was in Adullam, the Bible           

declares that people with great 

needs flocked to him. It states, 

“And everyone who was in           

distress, everyone who was in 

debt, and everyone who was   

discontented gathered to him.  

So he became captain of 

them” (22:2). It is genuine love to 

reach out to those that are down 

and out, to help those that can-

not pay you back. He paid atten-

tion to them and gave them a 

sense of worth. David exempli-

fied love while running for his life.  

 (Continued on Page 11) 



https://gabaptist.org/annualmeeting/ 

 The cost includes the program, meal and gift.                                                                                
The featured speaker this year will be Kelly Minter.                                                                         

Kelly is an author, musician, Bible study creator and teacher passionate to see                      
women impacted by Jesus and His Word.                                                                                        

For more information about Kelly please go to her website, kellyminter.com. 

If you have any questions or need additional information about the luncheon,                                                 
please visit                                                                                                                              

https://gabaptist.org/event/georgia-baptist-ministers-wives-annual-meeting-luncheon/                      
email lsimms@gabaptist.org, or call 770-936-5362. 

See website below for additional                        

information or to register 



SATURDAY, November 4 from 11:00 AM  -  6:00 PM 

Includes:  Chicken Tenders,                               

Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans,                       

Roll, and Dessert 

ISLAND FORD BAPTIST CHURCH                                                                      

850 ISLAND FORD ROAD, BUFORD, GA 

 

To Buy Tickets, text (770) 378-4149 





The Georgia Baptist 

Children’s home and 

Family Ministries, Inc. 

thanks the churches in 

the Etowah, Hightower 

and Roswell                                 

Associations for their generous contributions of food, supplies, gift cards and 

financial support during the Annual Collections conducted at their Annual                 

Meetings.   

Following is an excerpt from a letter from Brian Hawkins, Vice President of                

Ministries, Georgia Baptist Children’s Home and Family Ministries 

“Our kids are getting settled into their new school routines and fall schedules.  

….we are grateful that we can offer them a fresh start in school.                                        

More importantly, we are blessed to share with them that a new beginning in life 

is available through the love of Jesus Christ. 

Our children’s “new beginnings” are made possible by the Grace of God.  They 

are also made possible because of friends like you who choose to remember us 

with your prayers, gifts and financial support.  Thank you for helping us minister 

to children and families in need.” 

55+ Leadership Conference 

North Conference       South Conference                         

February 22, 2018     February 20, 2018                

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM     8:30 AM - 3:30 PM                       

Mountain Park First Baptist Church  Mabel White Baptist Church                         

5485 Five Forks Trickum Road   1415 Bass Road                        

Stone Mountain     Macon                                                                   

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Nelson Price  Featured Speaker:  Dr. Bill Ricketts 

To register and for more information,                                                                                        

visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/ 

or contact Pat Collins at 770-936-5285 or pcollins@gabaptist.org 



Since January 2007, Talking Rock First Baptist Church has 
been conducting monthly “There’s Hope for the Hungry”                                          

outreach to their community. 
 

 Since the beginning of this ministry in 2007 through                          
September of 2017, Talking Rock First Baptist has served:                                                                    

13,627 families                                                                                      
35,506 people                                                                                

12,376 children                                                                                                              
3,417 Senior Adults                                                                       

And have had 500 professions of faith                                    
                 (through October 2017)             

 Below is the mission statement of “There’s Hope for the Hungry”: 
Our Mission 

There's Hope for the Hungry is a scripture-rooted, passion-filled ministry, founded in 
prayer and committed to evangelizing and feeding people who are in need. There's Hope 
for the Hungry will witness to the lost and feed those who are hungry by relieving human 

suffering and poverty worldwide in the name of Jesus Christ. 

For additional information on “There’s Hope for the Hungry”                                                            
please visit http://www.thereshopeforthehungry.org/                                                                            

email: hopeforthehungry@att.net                                                                                              
Phone: 678-513-9445 

FIRST THURSDAY 

OF                                              

EVERY MONTH 

Testimonial from the “There’s Hope for the Hungry” website                                                                   
"Thank you for your ministry that has touched so many lives! Your ministry not only feeds the 
hungry but also brings a spirit of unity to our community. We have other churches that partner 
with us by praying, preparing lunch and serving, delivering food, flyers, sponsoring families, 
and helping with special free food day events."                                                                                                                                             
Larry Kelley, Pastor 
Talking Rock First Baptist Church  

Ministry Positions 

Toonigh Baptist Church, 4999 Old Highway 5, Lebanon, Georgia in the Etowah                

Baptist Association has the following ministry positions available 

Youth Minister:  Bi-vocational position, salary negotiable.  Looking for someone to help 

grow and build a ministry to youth and their families. 

Children’s Minister:  Bi-vocational position, salary negotiable.  Looking for someone to 

help grow and build a children’s ministry. 

Interested parties should contact Pastor Terry Sandidge at 770-402-9860. 



The largest winter youth gathering in Georgia! 

For additional information, please visit https://moveconference.com 

MOVE Conference is an evangelistic student conference sponsored by the Student 
Groups and Faith Development office of the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.                              

The generous gifts of Georgia Baptists to global missions through the Cooperative 
Program help us continue to provide MOVE at such affordable rates.                                   

Thank you for giving.  

For additional information,                 

please visit https://ymconclave.org/  

YOUTH MINISTRY CONCLAVE is an annual leadership event in cooperation with 

seven state conventions.  Each year we provide a training event for youth pastor, leaders and 

volunteers.  Corporate worship breakout sessions, and networking are designed to equip and        

rejuvenate your youth ministry team. 

https://moveconference.com


Generous giving to the 2017 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering makes                      

a massive difference in the world.                                                                                           
Men, women, children, and entire communities are transformed as a result of this offering.  

Your gifts enable thousands of missionaries to live among, serve, and share the gospel with 

people who have never head it until now. 

Every year since 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering has empowered Southern 

Baptists’ international mission work.                                                                                               

The 2017 Week of Prayer will be December 3-10 

       Through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, you and your church:                                                         

Support over 3,600 missionaries                                                                                                      

Enable disciples to be made and churches to be multiplied around the world                                                       

Continue the SBC’s 172 year commitment to missions 

For additional information or questions:                                                                                     

imb.org/lmco:  Learn more and order additional resources for your church                                                                    

1-800-999-3113:  Call IMB with your questions and needs                                                                   

For more information and to register, please visit www.gbace.org 



to kill him. Saul exclaimed, “You are 

more righteous than I, for you have    

rewarded me with good, whereas I have 

rewarded you with evil” (24:17). Why did 

David spare his life? David knew that 

Saul was “the Lord’s anointed” (24:6, 

26:11), and he said as much to all of 

those that wanted him to kill Saul. Look 

at the pressure that was on David to 

take advantage of this opportunity. Saul 

was desperately trying to kill him and 

his mighty men. They were chasing 

them all over Palestine and Canaan and 

tormenting anyone that was helpful or 

complicit with their cause. His own men, 

influential men, were encouraging him 

to end his life and take the throne. His 

life would have been so much easier! 

Notice the decision David made                  

included first wisdom (you cannot lift 

your hand against the Lord’s anointed), 

especially the way he creatively dis-

played his loyalty to the king.  Secondly, 

he demonstrated love. He loved the 

very King that wanted to destroy his life! 

Knife in hand, he cut only his robe, not 

his throat. With all the attempts on his 

life, no one would have faulted David for 

taking matters into his own hands. Love 

kept the king alive that day. And lastly, 

he was just plain righteous. Keeping the 

king alive meant Saul would only try yet 

again (hello, chapter 26!) to kill David. 

At risk of his own life, David did the right 

thing, because it was the right thing to 

do! Even after Saul proved he could not 

be trusted in chapter 24, David spared 

him again in chapter 26. Why? It was 

the right thing to do. These are charac-

teristics of a “man after God’s own 

heart.” What a great leader. What a 

great example.  

 

Alan J. Morris 

(The Lesson from David - “The Heart of 

the Matter is the Matter of the Heart” 

Part 2 continued) 

 

Righteous. I really don’t have a better 

word to use for this characteristic. By 

righteous, I simply mean “doing the right 

thing, because it is the right thing to do.” 

In 1 Samuel 23, you have the story of 

the city of Keilah. David rescued these 

people at great risk to himself. Yet, 

when he asked God if Saul would come 

after him in Keilah (a city on a hill with 

walls all around), God said, “Yes, he will 

come after you!” Then he asked God, 

“Will the men of Keilah give me over to 

Saul (you know, the same guys that I 

just saved from sure destruction?), and 

God said, “Yes, they will.” David still did 

the right thing even though the very 

ones he saved were willing to hand him 

over to his enemy. David is made of the 

right stuff, gentlemen. Just stopping 

here and rereading this paragraph 

makes me shake my head in the reality 

of how woefully deficient I am in this   

attribute. Would I risk my life for those 

that would respond by throwing me    

under the bus – literally!? That’s a head-

scratcher. I desire to be this kind of 

man! Righteous is just . . . right! 

The greatest example of these three  

attributes is displayed in two episodes 

during this tenure of David’s life. They 

are found in 1 Samuel 24 and 26, and 

are very similar. Twice David had a 

golden opportunity to take out his mortal 

enemy, Saul. Once, the king was 

“relieving himself” in a cave, and David 

cut off the corner of his robe (probably 

while he held his nose!). He then waited 

till his entourage was a distance from 

him and proclaimed his loyalty and faith-

fulness even though he had opportunity  



November 2017 
2 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

12-14 Georgia Baptist Convention Annual Meeting (see page 4) 

15 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

16 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

22-24 Thanksgiving Holidays- North Central Area Missions closed 

28 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions Office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

 

December 2017 
4 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7  Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

21 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

22-Jan 1 Christmas Holidays - North Central Area Missions closed 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


