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179th Hightower Baptist Association Annual Meeting 

Wednesday, October 1, 2014  -  10:00 AM                                                                                

Friendship Baptist Church, 2250 Friendship Circle, Cumming 30040 

Thursday, October 2, 2014  -  10:00 AM                                                                                     

Pleasant View Baptist Church, 817  Peachtree Parkway, Cumming 30041 

 

54th Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, October 28, 2014                                                                                                    

Meal at 6:00 PM  -  Service at 7:00 PM                                                                                       

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock 30188 

North Central Area Missions is saddened at the passing of                                                      
Dr. Frank Lewis, Pastor                                                                                                      

Zion Missionary Baptist Church                                                                               

Roswell, Georgia 

Dr. Frank Lewis Obituary 

Frank Lewis was born on Easter Sunday morning, April 9, 1950 in Millen, Jenkins County, Georgia to 
Thelma Lewis and Harrison Godbee.  He accepted Christ as his personal Savior as a young lad in     

elementary school through the Mailbox Club. His gifts of administration and leadership were evident 
when he graduated as president of his senior class. 

Reverend Frank Lewis served as Pastor, Friendship Baptist Church, Duluth, Georgia from August 1975 
to February 1983. He also served briefly as Interim Pastor, Greater Siloame Baptist Church, Harris City, 

Georgia. In 1983, Zion Missionary Baptist Church, Roswell, Georgia, guided by the Holy Spirit,                       
extended the pastoral call. Pastor and congregation gratefully and joyfully celebrated a thirty-year                

communal and loving relationship in September 2013. 

On Tuesday morning, August 5, 2014, God, in His infinite wisdom and loving mercy dispatched an               
angel to the bedside of His faithful and obedient servant, Frank Lewis. The angel delivered a divine 

message; and, he whispered it sweetly in his spiritual ear, You fought a good fight, you kept the faith: 
There is a crown of righteousness waiting for you. Come on home. Move up a little higher and claim 
your crown. The angel reminded the Reverend (Dr.) Frank Lewis of Matthew 25:23, Well done, good 
and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 

enter  thou into the joy of thy Lord.   

The entire obituary can be found at zionmbc.org 



Grace Baptist Church                         
3775 Spot Road, Cumming 

Revival 

September 21-24, 2014                             

6:00 PM on Sunday                         

7:00 PM Monday thru Wednesday  

Toonigh Baptist Church                           
4999 Old Highway 5, Lebanon, GA 30146 

“Jesus is Alive Celebration”   

Sunday, September 7, 2014                    

10:30 AM   

                                                           

North Central Area Missions and the 

Roswell Baptist Association                     

welcome the following new                

church effective August 13, 2014: 

Agua Para Una Iglesia Alma Sedienta 

(Water for a Thirsty Soul Church)                     

Pastor Sergio Rodriguez 

This congregation is meeting in the    

former Beth-el Baptist Church facility in 

Doraville 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When: October 6 | 6:30PM-9:30PM 

Where: North Central Area Missions Center, 

|4206 N. Arnold Mill Road Woodstock, GA 30188 

ABOUT THE SEMINAR                                     

The Discipled Leader Seminar consists of three 

sessions, each with the purpose to develop                      

leaders for Kingdom service. 

Session 1: A Leader’s Values, Mission, and Goals                    

Session 2: Characteristics of a Leader                           

Session 3: The Nuts and Bolts of Leadership 

COST:  Donations 

ONLINE REGISTRATION                                                    

REGISTER.INTRUTH.NET 

ABOUT THE TEACHER                                               

Rev. Russell J. Newell’s life calling and purpose is 

to teach the Word of God, make disciples, and 

equip future leaders for the Kingdom work of                

Jesus Christ.  Pastor Russell served in the Pacific 

Northwest both as an associate and senior Pastor, 

recently served as a church planting pastor, and is 

currently the associate pastor of Shoal Creek      

Baptist Church in Canton, GA. 

If you are completing you ACR on line, you have 

until November 15, 2014 to enter your                           

information.   

If you are filing your ACR through the paper                 

process, please provide the information to North 

Central Area Missions office by October 15, 2014. 

And remember, if you have questions, do not                       

hesitate to contact us at North Central Area 

Missions for assistance.  You may email us at 

janice@northcentralga.org or call us at                   

770-384-8548. 



The Body of Christ:                     

A Forensic Study 

“Having then gifts differing                  

according to the grace that is 

given to us, let us use them � 

he who leads, with diligence;”� 

“Bless those that persecute you; 

bless and do not 

curse.” (Romans 12: 6, 8, 14) 

This is Part 7 of a forensic look at 

the body of Christ. If you are just 

now joining in this study, I would 

strongly encourage you to read our 

February through August News-

letters to be able to get the com-

plete picture of the topic at hand.                 

I love to eat my wife’s cooking. She 

is especially talented at making              

desserts, the foods I shouldn’t eat! 

Once she was making me a pie that 

I usually just devour when it is set 

before me, but this one time she had 

forgotten a simple ingredient – the 

sugar! I literally recoiled when the 

first big bite went into my mouth and 

returned the un-chewed portion back 

to the spoon. My action told her               

immediately of her mistake and she, 

remembering back, exclaimed                     

loudly, “Oh, no! I forgot to put in the 

sugar!” 

Leaving out a single ingredient in a 

recipe alters the end result. In 

church life the same rule applies. 

Leaving out just one of the major 

spiritual gifts given to the body of 

Christ will significantly alter the               

supernatural design that was                   

originally crafted for its success             

and representation. A truncated 

body of Christ is NOT the image of 

our Lord that we want the world to 

see, but often times that is what we 

unwittingly broadcast.  This sixth 

listed gift in Romans 12 is a “lone 

wolf” makeup, a behind-the-scenes 

kind of person that has a strong and 

sometimes unappreciated personali-

ty. It is listed as the gift of “leader,”  

or leadership. It is the person that 

sees the value and importance of a 

completed task, the finished project, 

a fully functioning system. 

The term “leader,” or “proestame,” is 

only used 8 times in the New Testa-

ment, but it gives clear enough defi-

nition that we can draw from it a well

-crafted picture of this gift. In 1 Thes-

salonians 5:12, the term is used to 

further explain the gift of leadership. 

The verse states that these people 

will “admonish you,” or give you   

specific instructions. Leadership  

requires seeing the forest AND the 

trees. It is one that has the big            

picture but can also see ever little 

detail that is necessary for the com-

pletion of the final product. These 

people will push others to complete 

their promised task, stretch them to 

do more than they thought they 

could, and sometimes feel quite 

alone in doing so. The old adage, 

“It’s lonely at the top,” certainly               

describes the plight of this gift. 

A fantastic example of the gift of 

leadership is seen in Nehemiah.              

He was NOT the spiritual leader,          

but was nonetheless directly                  

involved in the leadership of the   

spiritual task of rebuilding Jerusa-

lem. He was often maligned by his 

own people, a target for the enemy, 

and underappreciated for his role in 

moving Israel back into their home-

land. It would not have happened 

without his vision, strategy, and  

planning. This gift is crucial in map-

ping out the future plan and direction 

of a church body. They will see the 

pitfalls and the costs long before  

anyone else has even started                   

thinking about it.  

Notice the accompanying Romans 

12 passage (the explanation of this 

characteristic is found in the Decem-

ber/January 2014 article), verse 14. 

All the others have specific charac-

teristics listed about the associated 

gifts; for instance, prophets “abhor 

what is evil and cling to what is 

good” (v.9), and servants “are kindly 

affectionate to one another” (v. 10), 

teachers “are not lagging in dili-

gence, fervent in spirit” (v. 11)” and 

givers “distribute to the needs of the 

saints” (v 13). But there is no specific 

characteristic describing the leader, 

only a command. Look at the com-

mand given – “Bless those that per-

secute you; bless and do not curse.” 

Wow, it’s like a warning that you are 

going to be attacked by the ones you 

are called to lead! And that is exactly 

what happens when a leader is                 

given the opportunity to use their 

giftedness – they will be frustrated 

and “persecuted” before the task is 

completed.  Part of that is that they 

tend to see people as “part of the 

project,” not always as, well, people. 

It’s the nature of this gift. 

Another characteristic of those with 

the gift of leadership, when they 

have completed a certain task they 

will need to move on to another            

project or improvement. If there is 

nothing for them to do they will 

quickly get restless and will make up 

something to do (not always a good 

thing) or will simply have to move on 

to another place that needs their  

expertise, a new position or place of 

service. If you can yoke those with 

the gift of leadership in your church 

and give them a sense of value and 

a biblically solid task, they will bring 

mountains of positive growth and 

development to your fellowship and 

will not mind that you get the credit! 

Don’t miss out on this oftentimes 

squelched gift.  

Alan J. Morris 



New Discipleship Kits 

33 The Series:                                                    

A Man and His Design 

The series is designed to               
inspire and equip men to              

pursue authentic                       
manhood as modeled by               

Jesus Christ in His 33 years 
on earth. Explores the basic 

foundations of authentic manhood and God's 
clear design for men. 

By Robert Lewis                                                                                   
Six 30 minute sessions 

Most people will live their entire lives at-

tempting to clean up their messes on their 

own or will hide their messes under a 

multitude of modern-day fig leaves. Are 

you weary of hiding and pretending?   If 

so, it's time to find the courage to come 

clean about the mess you are. It's time to 

lay your heart and soul bare before the 

Lord and say, "I'm not okay, and I need 

Your help." Once you face your messes, 

God—in His sweet mercy—will help you 

get real, deal, and truly move on. So say 

goodbye to that person you've been pre-

tending to be and celebrate the person God created you to be: a 

gloriously imperfect mess who is loved by a perfect and holy God.  

By Vicky Courtney                                                                                                            

6 sessions  -  18/20 in length 

The Crazy Love DVD Study is a                   

companion to the best-selling Crazy 

Love book by pastor Francis Chan. Each 

short video segment corresponds to the ten 

chapters of the book and includes                       

questions to initiate group discussion,        

interactions, and practical application.    

Read the book during the week, then watch 

the video and discuss the topic at the group 

meeting. For church, small group, youth group, or individual 

study. 

By Francis Chan                                                                                           

Ten 10 minute sessions 

One of the greatest challenges among women in our culture is taking time to stop 

and cease from all the activities and busyness and just breathe. We are in bondage 

to busyness. We constantly strive to complete the limitless to-do lists that hinder us 

from experiencing all that God has for us. We miss the moments because we rush 

ahead to the next thing. By neglecting time for tranquility, serenity, and repose, we 

limit our Christlikeness and miss out on some of God's greatest gifts. It is time for 

us to breathe and build margin into our lives for God. In the Old Testament, God 

instituted principles and laws that would transform the Israelites' mindset. He didn't 

just want them legally free; He wanted them to be able to walk in the freedom and 

enjoy it. So God gave them many gifts, including boundaries in which to enjoy 

those gifts. Sabbath was intended as a gift, and it is still a gift to us today. If you are 

weary, worn out, and exhausted the concept of Sabbath will change your life.  

By Priscilla Shirer                                                                                                                                                                                           

5 sessions  -  16 to 36 minutes in length 

The Gods at War Small Group 

Study was filmed in a docudrama 

style – Narrated by Kyle Idleman and 

featuring the late Chuck                   

Colson (Prison Fellowship), Chuck 

Bentley (Crown Financial                          

Ministries) and others telling their true 

stories. In these compelling stories, 

we will see some reflection of ourselves, and recognize the 

true battle that lies at the heart of all our sin struggles. These 

stories also point the way to victory, as we see the kind of life 

transforming power that Christ is ready to pour out in our lives 

as well. 

By Kyle Idleman                                                                               

Six 30 minute sessions 



 2014                       

Ministers’  

Wellness                    

Retreats 

                                                                                                                  

WHO:  Each minister and his spouse 

who do not have health insurance or 

their policy does not cover                          

preventative care 

WHEN AND WHERE:                                                                      

September 18-20                                                                                                             
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, 

Toccoa                                 

 October 9-11                                                                                                                   

Georgia Baptist Conference Center, 
Norman Park 

WHAT: Complete health and dental 

screenings by physicians.  Time for 

spiritual renewing, gathering                      
information regarding health and                  

wellness, finances, available resources 
through the GBC, and on-site                      

consultations with GBC state                      

missionaries. 

FREE:  This retreat is free for each 

minister and his spouse                                   
(for those who meet requirements)   

 Registration is required.                                                                                                    
For more information and registration, call 
Church-Minister Relations at 770-936-5364.                                                   

  FOR:  Pastors and Staff                                                                                                          

Prayer Leaders (church and association)                                                                          

Prayer Leaders in Men’s and Women’s Ministries                                                           

Prayer Partners 

Guest Speakers                                                                                      

Alvin Reid - “Praying for Spiritual Renewal & Awakening”                     

Steve Gaines - “Pray Like it Matters”                                                               

Joel Goddard - Worship Leader 

For additional information or to register                                                

please visit prayer.gabaptist.org,                                                               

contact Alan Folsom at afolsom@gabaptist.org                                          

or call 770-936-5288 

2015 Senior Adult Leadership Conference  

February 9-10, 2015 

Mabel White Baptist Church                                                 

1415 Bass Road, Macon, Georgia 

Featuring:                 

David Apple         

Lifeway 

Barbara Curnutt 

Starla Harbin 

For more information, email dsharitt@gabaptist.org or call 770-936-5874 



GREAT DEAL ON PURCHASE 

OF BACKPACKS!!! 

Go to bagsinbulk.com 

If you are purchasing                  

backpacks in quantities of 24 

or more, this is a very good 

option. 





September 2014 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

1 Labor Day Holiday - North Central Area Missions Office will be closed 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

20 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

23 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer, (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

30 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM      

                  

October 2014 
1&2 Hightower Baptist Association Annual Meeting (see page 1) 

2 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

6 Hightower Baptist Association Pastor/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank, (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

16 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

18 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

28 Etowah Baptist Association Annual Meeting (see page 1) 

28 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer, (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


