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Ragged Old Flag by Johnny Cash 

I walked through a county courthouse square                                                                                    

On a park bench an old man was sitting there                                                                        

I said, “Your old courthouse is kinda run down”                                                                             

He said, “No, it’ll do for our little town”                                                                              

I said, “Your old flagpole has leaned a little bit                                                                           

And that’s a Ragged Old Flag you got hanging on it”  

He said, “Have a seat,” and I sat down                                                                           

“Is this the first time you’ve been to our little town?”                                                           

I said, “I think it is.”  He said, “I don’t like to brag                                                         

But we’re kinda proud of that Ragged Old Flag.                       

You see, we got a little hole in that flag there when                                                    

Washington took it across the Delaware                                                                   

And it got powder burned the night Francis Scott Key                                                 

Sat watching it, writing ‘Say Can You See’ 

And it got a bad rip in New Orleans                                                                           

With Packingham and Jackson tuggin’ at its seams                                                     

And it almost fell at the Alamo                                                                                    

Beside the Texas flag, but she waved on though 

 She got cut with a sword at Chancellorsville                                                               

And she got cut again at Shiloh Hill                                                                          

There was Robert E. Lee, Beauregard, and Bragg                                                   

And the south wind blew hard on that Ragged Old Flag 

 On Flanders Field in World War I                                                                              

She got a big hole from a Bertha gun                                                                                

She turned blood red in World War II                                                                             

She hung limp and low by the time it was through 

She was in Korea and Vietnam                                                                                     

She went where she was sent by her Uncle Sam                                                           

She waved from our ships upon the briny foam                                                          

And now they’ve about quit waving her back here at home 

In her own good land here she’s been abused                                                          

She’s been burned, dishonored, denied and refused                                               

And the government for which she stands                                                                     

Is scandalized throughout the land 

And she’s getting threadbare and she’s wearing thin                                                            

But she’s in good shape for the shape she’s in                                                         

‘Cause she’s been through the fire before                                                                  

And I believe she can take a whole lot more 

So we raise her up every morning, we take her down every night                                    

We don’t let her touch the ground and we fold her up right                                            

On second thought, I do like to brag                                                                                  

“Cause I’m mighty proud of that Ragged Old Flag.” 



Please remember the following North                   

Central churches in prayer.                                      

Each one is without a senior pastor.                           

Some are already in the senior pastor 

search process and others will begin the 

search process soon. 

Ball Ground First Baptist Church                     

Blessed Hope Baptist Church                         

First Baptist Roswell                                   

Foothills Community Church                        

Zion Missionary Baptist Church 

New DVD Bible studies                  

available through                    

North Central Area Missions 

AHA                                                                

Awakening - Honesty - Action                                       

by Kyle Idleman 

With everyday examples 

and trademark                          

testimonies, Idleman draws 

on scripture to                   

reveal how three key                

elements - awakening,                  

honesty, action - can                

produce “aha!” in our                       

        spiritual lives.                       

      Six 30 minute episodes. 

 

HOSEA                                             

Unfailing Love Changes 

Everything                                

by Jennifer Rothschild 

Discover the God who 

cherishes you!             

Seven 30 minutes sessions 

Discover Georgia Baptists                                                                                         
September 24-25, 2015                                                                                                         

Georgia Baptist Conference Center                                                                                     

Norman Park, GA 

Who Is Invited To Attend?                                                                                                    

Ministers who began serving a Georgia Baptist Convention church since                     

September 2014 and are:                                                                                                      

* Newly Ordained                                                                                                             

* New to Georgia                                                                                                             

This invitation applies to all senior pastors, associate pastors, worship pastors,                      

youth/children ministers, etc. 

If you are interested in attending this conference, please contact Phyllis Anderson at 

panderson@gabaptist.org or call 770-936-5381 for details and registration. 

A new conferencing approach to Sunday 

School and Small Groups                                            

 

August 8                                                 

Hebron Baptist Church - Dacula 

August 22                                                             

Eagles Landing First Baptist - McDonough 

August 29                                                                     

Tabernacle Baptist Church - Cartersville                                                   

 Registration $35 

For additional information or to register, please 

visit gabaptistgroups.org  



The Early Church Culture Series                       

Scriptural Ingredient #4 – Suffering 

You have just found yourself in the middle 

of a research on the Early Church’s culture 

and how it “turned the world upside down.” 

Our hope is finding the right mix in our own 

churches to have a repeat performance!  

The Early Church had a type of culture that 

set it apart and it experienced unmeasura-

ble success. You can read our earlier three 

Newsletters (March, April, and May) to get 

the information that created the Early 

Church’s cultural foundation (the Holy Spirit, 

prayer, and power) if you would like to see 

more on this topic. To make sure you get 

our meaning though, by culture we are not 

talking about a written creed or a style of 

worship. To quote myself, culture is              

unscripted, uncontrolled (not manipulated), 

completely natural characteristics and life 

patterns that create a behavioral and      

doctrinal mindset that may be unspoken, 

but unmistakable. This is not a mission 

statement, or a vision statement, or a             

strategy, it’s a culture. Your church has one, 

mark my words. Our February Newsletter 

covered this definition more thoroughly. 

This month’s chosen characteristic is by far 

one of the most difficult to write about. The 

difficulty does not come because there is 

not enough information or Biblical refer-

ences to the topic. Nor is it confusing,              

unclear, or simply just insinuated in the text. 

This topic has been declared since Adam 

and Eve fell. It has been written about,  

described in detail, relived through the              

ages, and experienced by practically all of 

the heroes of the Bible including our Lord 

and Savior, King of kings, and Lord of lords 

Himself. The reason it is so difficult to write 

about this topic is that we DO NOT want it 

in our life. It is not a popular subject and it  

is certainly not one that people would delib-

erately want to experience in their personal 

life. Even as I type out these letters from  

my computer today I know deep inside I do 

not want to experience any of this if I can 

avoid it. (Considering as you read this               

article, my wife and I are in the Ukraine on  

a 3-week mission trip.) The characteristic is 

suffering. Though it is typically avoided, 

what suffering produces cannot be achieved 

through any other means, and the richness, 

depth, and beauty of the fruit it produces is 

simply Award Winning in any spiritual 

farmer’s market.  

The incidents of persecution, mocking, set-

backs, and other sufferings began quite 

early in the fledgling church. In Acts 2:13, 

right out of the shoot, the minutes-old 

church was discounted as a bunch of 

drunks. (Don’t give me that, “Sticks and 

stones” adage, insults DO hurt.) In chapter 

4 we have Peter and John arrested after 

healing a lame man and proclaiming the 

resurrected Jesus to the crowds. After          

being threatened, they were once again 

imprisoned (5:18), and an angel of the 

Lord freed them that night. Later, there was 

a murderous plot against them (5:33), but 

instead they were beaten for preaching 

Jesus and released but not without stiff 

warnings. In chapter 6, Stephen was 

falsely accused of blasphemy and in 

chapter 7 he became the first church            

martyr. Chapter 8 begins with Saul             

persecuting the young church in Jeru- 

salem by “dragging off men and women,     

entering every house, and committing them 

to prison (8:3).” By chapter 12 you have the 

next church father martyred, one of the 

sons of thunder, James. The above             

description of the Early Church spans only 

about 3 weeks! 

Over and over throughout the Book of Acts 

you see the personalities of the Early 

Church being harassed, escaping death, 

imprisoned, threatened, beaten, opposed 

and rejected, stoned, accused of sedition, 

shipwrecked, and killed. Wow, are you sure 

you want to have what it takes to “turn the 

world upside down?” Well quite frankly, it’s 

going to require a different “culture” than the 

one we “comfortable Westerners” have  

become accustomed. On the bright side, 

our current societal culture is making it 

more challenging and costly to wear the 

Name of Christ, thus creating a climate 

where suffering for Christ can become a 

part of your church culture. I am not one 

that willingly and purposefully desires to be 

persecuted or experience suffering, but I  

am aware of the connection that such expe-

rience has in developing character and 

spreading the seeds of the Gospel. Though 

not “martyr material,” I do see how suffering 

for the Name of Christ can allow me to be a 

light bearer for those so blinded by sin and 

Satan’s lies. For that cause I’m in, though I 

would never deliberately volunteer. 

It is no secret that persecution and suffering 

have sowed the seeds of the Gospel 

throughout all of Christendom. There has 

never been a more basic principle of direct 

correlation and causation than suffering and 

the growth of the church. It happened in the 

Book of Acts. It happened throughout the 

history of the church, acknowledged in an 

incalculable number of written documents of 

antiquity. It is happening today in India, 

China, and Cuba. The church is growing in 

these places at staggering rates while in the 

midst of deep persecution and suffering.  ln 

the ‘Bible Belt’ of the U. S., it is all we can 

do just to keep our numbers from diminish-

ing, while these countries (where it is illegal 

to live out the Christian life) are experienc-

ing unequalled, historic multiplication.  

There is much attention currently regarding 

the Supreme Court’s decision regarding the 

definition of the family and their final verdict 

on gay marriage. I agree that this is a road 

that if we go down will be the final nail in the 

coffin of the demise of this nation. God’s 

Word declares it and history repeatedly 

supports it. Redefine the family and the 

country will completely collapse. No ques-

tion. I also believe it will usher in a new form 

of persecution on the church in America that 

has never before been seen on these 

shores. Is this what God is allowing for the 

purpose of purifying His bride here in    

America? Is this the “answer” to our cries 

for revival and renewal?  

The one thing I know is this – the culture of 

the Early Church included an intimate rela-

tionship with suffering. It was not just a      

rarity or a happenstance. It was part of their 

culture, and how they handled the suffering 

and persecution was indicative of their faith, 

trust, and confidence in the fact that Jesus 

was alive. He had resurrected from the 

dead! They could throw anything at them 

and not diminish their confidence and the 

impact of that great event. They had been 

transformed by the resurrected Christ!  

Have YOU? This is certain, the coming  

suffering to the church in America will put 

that to the test. Although I would never  

willingly want to be thrown into the fire of 

persecution, I can’t help but believe this is 

the greatest thing that could happen to the 

lethargic church in America. It will have two 

results – (1) the ‘convenient Christians’ will 

be exposed and drop out, and (2) the true 

Believers will be strengthened and united. 

Petty differences will fall away and genuine 

love and faith will be magnified. The church 

will certainly grow.  

Praying like Habakkuk, “In wrath remember 

mercy.” (Hab. 3:2) 

Alan J. Morris 



                   

 

The Georgia Baptist Convention is once again partnering 

with Appalachian Regional Ministries to provide Christmas 

Backpacks for Appalachia.                                                                                                                 

The goal for 2015 is 25,000. 

Georgia Baptists have been asked to provide backpacks for  

children in East Kentucky, East Tennessee and New York. 

For additional information, please visit 

www.missiongeorgia.org. 

North Central Area Missions is available to assist your 

church in the backpack collection program.  You may contact 

us at janice@northcentralga.org or 770-384-8548. 

Your designated church 

funds could be receiving an 

income distribution over 10X 

what the average bank is   

paying!   

For more information,                    

please contact Sam Warner 

at 770-371-8050 or                       

swarner@gbfoundation.org. 



Baptist Mobile Health Ministry 
(BMHM) is again the recipient of 
grant funding from the Georgia                  

Baptist Health Care Ministry                      
Foundation to offer dental assistance 
at no charge to ministerial staff and 
their spouses and widows of pastors 
who do not have  dental insurance or 
the financial means to obtain dental 
care.  The services offered are dental 

hygiene, x-rays and restoration 
(both silver and tooth colored) and 

extraction of teeth.   

                                                                                                                      
      
                                                                   

The dates and sites are as follows: 

September  10-12, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                      
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa, Georgia                                                                         
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                                
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health    
insurance.  Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.                                 
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

October 1-3,2015                                                                                                                                              
Intercultural Church Planting and Missions Ministries Ministers                                                              
To be held in the Metro Atlanta Area.  Site to be determined.                                                       
Open to ministerial staff and spouses of GBC Ethnic churches who do not have dental                     
insurance or the financial means to obtain such care. 

October 8-10, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                        
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Norman Park, Georgia                                                                      
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                           
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health               
insurance.   Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.                               
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

For information regarding the event for ethnic ministerial staff, please contact  
Carlene Cooper at 770-936-5217 or by email at ccooper@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding either of the Ministers Wellness Retreats, please contact 
Ruth Smith by calling 770-936-5364 or by email at rsmith@gabaptist.org. 

For additional information or for any other questions, please contact Mrs. Diana 
Brown by calling  770-936-5217 or by email at dbrown@gabaptist.org.  



June 2015 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

16 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

16 & 17 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Columbus, OH 

30 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

30 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

 

July 2015 
2 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

4 Independence Day 

11 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 CALLED Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

28 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

28 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

 

August 2015 
6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

11 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central Area Missions Office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, place TBD 

12 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, place TBD 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following Executive Meeting, place TBD 

25 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


