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2018 Lifeway VBS  

As in the past, North Central Area Missions is available to help you and your church in obtaining Lifeway 

VBS materials.  We will receive your order, forward it to Lifeway and pick it up, then we will deliver it to 

your church. 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru North Central or directly thru                         

Lifeway.  North Central does receive a rebate from Lifeway on all VBS orders purchased directly thru our 

office.  These funds are used to assist small or new start churches needing financial assistance in                          

conducting VBS programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office by email to janice@northcentral ga.org,                                         

by fax to 770-384-8658 or by calling our office at 770-384-8548. 

North Central Area Missions has                     

Lifeway Game On!                                       

Preschool and Kids Starter Kits                      

available in our office for review                 

for any church that would like to 

come by and check out the                

material!  

North Central Area Missions can also assist your church with promotion of your VBS as follows:                               

Design and print banners    -    Design and print/press t-shirts                                                                

Design and print door hangars    -    Design and print cards/flyers  

Below are a few designs for the Lifeway “Game On” VBS.  We can also assist you in creating your own 

personal church design. 

If we can assist you with any of the above items, contact us by email at janice@northcentralga.org,                          

or call us at 770-384-8548. 



New Discipleship Kits available through North Central Area Missions 

This ten-session small group Bible study, Death and Resurrection of the              
Messiah, Bringing God’s Shalom to a World in Chaos, from noted                

teacher and historian, Ray Vander Laan, illustrates how Jesus’ call to follow                   
him turned the world upside down, and learn how confronting evil can be                         

loudly proclaiming the name of Jesus or quietly caring for someone in need. 
Filmed on location in Israel. 

    Lessons include:                                                        
        When Storms Come – Sea of Galilee         
              Piercing the Darkness – Kursi                                 

                 Gates of Hell– Caesarea Philippi                                                                     
            City of the Great King Part 1 – The Temple                                                  
             City of the Great King Part 1 – Jerusalem                                                      
                  The Lamb of God – Mount of Olives                                                            
                  The Weight of the World – Capernaum/Gethsemane                                       
                 Roll Away the Stone – Garden Tomb                                                             
               Power to the People – Southern Stairs                                                             
            Total Commitment – Caesarea 

Laura Story's life took an unexpected turn when her husband, Martin, was                  
diagnosed with a brain tumor. The devastating news forever changed their 

lives and brought Laura's dreams of a fairy-tale life to an end. Yet her                         
struggles to accept her new situation also brought her deeper joy and                    

intimacy with God as she allowed him to rewrite her story. 

In this five-session study, “When God Doesn’t Fix It”, Laura examines the 
twists and turns that took place not only in her own life but also in the lives 
of many of the heroes of the faith. She reveals how God used crises in the 
lives of people such as Abraham, Sarah, David, and Paul to bring them                 
closer to him and set them on the path he wanted them to take.   

God may not fix everything in our lives. In fact, our situation might not ever change or get      
better. But we can know that God will lead us to a place where we are better because of it. 

Sessions include Don’t’ Be Surprised by Trouble, Best-Made Plans, When God Doesn’t Fit It, 
Why: The Question on Replay, A Better Broken. 

"The news about our anxiety is enough to make us anxious," says Max                       
Lucado. But there's a prescription for dealing with it. In Anxious for Nothing, 
Lucado invites readers into a study of Philippians 4:6-7. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and                     
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

"With His help you will learn to face the calamities of life. You'll learn how to 

talk yourself off the ledge. Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, you will learn to view bad 

news through the lens of sovereignty; to discern the lies of Satan and tell yourself the truth. 

You will manifest a gentleness that is evident to others. Anxiety comes with life. But it doesn't 

have to dominate your life." 



Timeless Truths from 

the Oldest Voices 

The Lesson from the Mighty Men 

of David - “Prepared for Any 

Battle” Part 1 

We are continuing our study this 

year of Old Testament charac-

ters and what they can offer to 

us today. I’m constantly amazed 

at the depth and application of 

wisdom for every situation that is 

found in the OT. Considering the 

world that is spinning out of con-

trol today, this study is refreshing 

and comforting as well as foun-

dational in light of the varied 

opinions and conclusions of our 

culture on every topic from                   

socialism and gun control to              

attitudes of welfare and entitle-

ment. As you walk down this 

road with me in the minutiae of 

perspectives and public opinion, 

the OT gives us added courage 

and practical insight in the battle 

for the mind. As a man, this 

study gets my adrenaline                

pumping, my muscles flexed, 

and my reflexes on high alert. 

The Mighty Men of David are a 

fascinating study! Get an energy 

drink and join me for the next two 

months as we look at these               

heroes. 

The word in Hebrew is “ghibbor,” 

meaning, “intensely mighty, a 

warrior,” and it is a derivative of 

the word, “geber,” which means 

“strong, or brave,” only “mighty 

men” is the superlative of 

“geber.” The one word is trans-

lated in many different ways in 

our English Bibles, such as 

“giant,” “man of valor,” 

“champion,” “warrior,” and of 

course, “mighty men.” Suffice it 

to say, the phrase in English 

speaks of one, tough hombre, 

someone you would not trifle 

with in a dark alley somewhere. 

Just one of these ghibbor 

amounts to one scary dude, and 

they joined up with David like 

nerds at DragonCon. 

Though I’m talking about the 

“Mighty Men of David,” this term, 

“ghibbor,” is actually used in one 

place to describe David                                 

(1 Samuel 16:18)! The first             

mention of these mighty men of 

David is in 2 Samuel 10,                         

(1 Chronicles 11 is the compara-

tive passage) though they joined 

David while he was in Ziklag, 

while Saul was still trying to kill 

him according to 1 Chronicles 

12. They came to him in droves, 

from each of the various tribes of 

Israel, even the tribe of                     

Benjamin, Saul’s family. There 

were 30 men that were                     

especially unique leaders and        

of those there were 3 that were 

the mightiest of the mighty.                                     

I would like to bring out some of 

the characteristics of these 

mighty men and give an obvious 

application in our study these 

next two months. We’ll start with 

the groups of Mighty Men. 

Benjaminites (1 Chronicles 

12:1-2) 

These came to David first. They 

had seen the ineptness of the 

leadership of their own family 

member, Saul, and knew that he 

was going to drive Israel into the 

dirt. They say that blood is                 

thicker than water, but the truth 

of the matter is, if blood is violat-

ing God’s Word, being deceptive, 

following the advice of the world, 

and using the world’s perspec-

tives in decision making, it’s best 

to bring in the leeches! Water 

trumps blood in this case. Many 

a church has hired a godless 

pastor only to find out later that 

they have made a terrible               

mistake. Just holding on                   

because it is your church and 

supporting a bad leader is not 

sound advice. “Holding on” 

sometimes only damages your 

hands – it does not improve               

anything. These Benjaminites 

realized that they had to jump 

ship and follow the “man after 

God’s Own heart” instead of 

sticking with their own name 

sake. It’s very sad and difficult, 

but righteousness should always 

be the choice. Take the high 

ground for the sake of righteous-

ness. “Seek first the Kingdom of 

God and His righteousness …” 

Notice these guys also were 

skilled with both their natural 

hand and their unnatural. This is 

amazing. They could handle the 

bow and arrow as well as the 

slinging of stones with both 

hands with equal effectiveness. 

This demonstrates their                   

discipline, determination, and     

fortitude to stick with it in learning 

how to be skilled with both 

hands. That is simply incredible, 

the accuracy needed to be able 

to sling a stone and hit the target 

or shoot an arrow. It shows, too, 

how we should be diligent to 

learn God’s Word, both the parts 

that are “natural,” and the parts 

that are not so common and 

“comfortable.” It is, by the way,  

                                                      

(Continued of Page 11)  



ANNIVERSARY 
150th 

Clear Springs Baptist Church 

Celebrating May 6 at 11 am 

Established in 1868 

All Clear Springs families and friends are invited! 



 Many of your churches participated in 

THE BIG INVITE                                          
for Easter of 2017.                                                      

Due to popular demand, the Georgia                       

Baptist Mission Board is bringing it back 

for 2018.                                                                

The 2018 theme is Your Life Brand New!    

 Or, if you have a design you would prefer to use or would like our assistance in                       

developing a design specifically for your church, we can assist you.                                                         

As we did last year, we can print banners, flyers, door hangars, hand-out cards, etc 

using the design of your choice.                                                                                                                            

Please contact us at janice@northcentralga.org or call the office at 770-384-8548 to 

order YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW! promotional material!        

Below are just a few designs that we have available that we can customize for your 

church.  These are samples                                           

Shown to the right is the                                 

YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW!                                      

artwork that is being offered through the 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board.                                                                                                     

This artwork has been made available to 

North Central Area Missions and we can 

customize the design for your church. 

HE is RISEN! 
Let HIM make                            

YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW 

Easter Worship ll:00 AM 

YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW 

Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM 

YOU!                       

Are Welcome 



  Below is information from the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, 

Community Missions and Disaster Response, regarding work 

teams during the first quarter of 2018.                  

The Texas Baptist Men Disaster Relief Rebuild will be hosting 

work teams during the first quarter of 2018 at several sites.  

They need help assisting homeowners impacted by Hurricane Harvey.  Light construction skills helpful or 

at least someone on the team that has skills. Personal tools are helpful. 16 years old and up.                               

Don’t have to be Yellow Cap trained. Church groups welcomed.  Housing, meals, showers and supplies                 

provided.  Below is a list of dates for planned team trips:                                                                  

March 10 - 17; March 17 - 24; March 24 - 31     

For additional information and possible funding, contact Stuart Lang, Community Missions and Disaster 

Response, Georgia Baptist Mission Board, at slang@gabaptist.org or by phone at 770-936-5259. 

For more details on team trips, you may contact Dwain Carter with Texas Baptist Men at 

tbmrebuild@texasbaptistmen.org.  

Appalachian Mountain Ministry                   

Mission Trip Opportunities 

Many of you have provided Christmas Backpacks for the                    

children of Appalachia over the last few years.  The person 

mainly responsible for the Christmas Backpacks has been Bill Barker as he served as Director of                

Appalachian Regional Ministry with the North American Mission Board from May of 2001 through                          

December 31, 2017.                                                                                                           

Effective January 1, 2018, Bill accepted the position of Appalachian Mountain Ministry/Associational 

Consultant with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.  In this new state missionary position, Bill will still  

focus on the Christmas Backpacks along with a multitude of short-term mission opportunities or long 

term partnerships in Appalachia.  If you or your church are looking for a mission project close to home, 

Bill would like for you to contact him at one of the options listed below:                                                   

404-538-2895 (cell)                                                                                                             

770-936-5273 (office)                                                                                                           

bbarker@gabaptist.org 

The mission opportunities are abundant.  Contact Bill and let him fill you in on all the needs that 

exist in Appalachia. 

Churches are now eligible for Disaster Relief 

Funds through FEMA 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 

changed a rule that disqualified churches and other houses 

of worship from receiving disaster relief aid that was                     

      available to other nonprofits. 

FEMA has reversed this rule and churches are eligible for damage coverage incurred 

as early as August 23, 2017.   

Please visit https://www.fema.gov/ for further information. 



The Church Retirement Plan                                                    
A 403(b)(9) Retirement Plan is designed for Southern Baptist employees.  
Retirement plan contributions can come from the church as a benefit     
and/or the employee through a salary reduction agreement.   

Prepare for a comfortable retirement with a retirement plan designed for 

ministers and any church employee receiving W-2 taxable income.  

To get more information, please call GuideStone at 1-888-984-8433. 

If you have questions on this process, you may contact Keith Hamilton at 

the Georgia Baptist Mission Board at 770-936-5361 or email him at                           

khamilton@gabaptist.org 

This conference is designed to equip each minister to assess his spiritual health 

and evaluate his current ministry.  The conference will further aid him in setting 

realistic and attainable goals for future ministry.  Participants will be taught and 

challenged by professors from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.                 

Participants will also be involved in dialogues, experiential learning,                               

self-evaluations, and group discussions. 

Registration is available at www.gabaptist.org/churchministerrelations                        

or by calling Laura Simms at 770-936-5362. 

If you have questions, you may contact Marcus Merritt at                                            

mmerritt@gabaptist.org or 678-654-3119. 



May 5  -  9am to noon                                                                

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church                                                    

850 Mt. Vernon Highway                                                

Atlanta, GA 30327 

Registration and information:  https://gabaptist.org/

churchcompliance/                                                                                          

Questions: dsharitt@gabaptist.org  

  

 

The official date for the Annual Week of Prayer is the 

first Sunday in March through the second Sunday in 

March. 

  Your church can choose this date or another time 

during the Easter season to participate. 

100% of your gifts support North American                         

missionaries. 

National Goal:  $70 million 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/ 



For additional information or to register, please visit https://gogeorgia.net/ 

August 17-18, 2018                                                                                  

Mabel White Baptist Church, Macon 

Featuring: Alvin Reid, Mel Blackaby, and James Emery White! 
Early bird rate $35 until May 29 

Senior Adult                                        

  Homecoming 
Georgia Baptist Conference Center  -  Toccoa, GA 

Spring Homecoming 2018: Session 1 - April 23-25                                                     

           Session 2 - April 25-27 

Fall Homecoming 2018:  Session 1  -  October 22-24                            

              Session 2  -  October 24-26 

Christmas Homecoming 2018:  December 3-5 

For reservations or more information, call the Georgia Baptist Conference Center at 

706-886-3133 or email skaup@gabaptist.org 



For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/event/gbama-2018/ 

North Central Area Missions now has                                                           

FREE                                                                                                                      

on-site notary service available for our churches, pastors, church 

staff, etc. 

Contact us at 770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org for 

details 

An experience for women                

of all ages   

Atlanta Evergreen Marriott                                 

Conference Resort                            

Stone Mountain                                         
Registration and Information:                                                                        

https://gabaptistwomenspringevent.com/ 

 

 

Martha Lawley                              

Author & Speaker 

Dr. Will Whittaker                              

and Ivy Creek              

Baptist Church 

Worship Team 
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Timeless Truths from 

the Oldest Voices 

The Lesson from the Mighty Men 

of David - “Prepared for Any 

Battle” Part 1 

 

our only offensive weapon, “the 

sword of the Spirit.” They also 

were the ones that would be the 

first line of defense, seeing the 

enemy coming while they are still 

a long way off (arrows, stones 

are not close-range arms),            

focusing on the first hint of                

enemy encroachment. These 

men knew what to be looking for 

and were always on high alert. 

You can easily see the applica-

tion of the Benjaminites. They 

give us a strategy to combat the 

enemy that would try to destroy 

our marriages, families, homes, 

and churches with a sneak             

attack or a full frontal assault. 

We need those who have vision 

in seeing early the exploits of our 

enemy. We need Benjaminites. 

 

Gadites (1 Chronicles 12:8,15) 

These guys were super soldiers! 

They were “mighty men of valor,” 

and “their faces were like the  

faces of lions,” and they were 

also “as swift as gazelles on the 

mountains.” If you’ve ever 

watched one of those animal 

documentaries that shows the 

face of a lion when it is after its 

prey, you get the epitome of the 

word, “FOCUS!” We should              

focus on being spiritually strong, 

prepared, battle ready (“trained 

for battle”), and driven to attack 

back when the opportunity               

allows. These Gadites also were 

able to change direction and be 

creative in how they maneuvered 

for defense like “gazelles on the 

mountains.” So, often when we 

are attacked by those that are 

not grounded in the Word or are 

coming at us from a flawed,              

unbiblical perspective, we cower 

in supposed “fake humility,”             

taking it on the chin. I don’t think 

this is the right position. We are 

to be protectors of the weak,   

defenders of those that can’t 

speak for themselves. Our faith 

should be in the accuracy and 

dependability of God’s Word. 

Look at these Gadites and tell 

me they cower! We need some 

Gadites in our churches! 

Notice also their weapons. They 

were skilled in sword and shield. 

These are up close and personal 

weaponries. These men were 

different than the Benjaminites 

that fought long-range battles. 

The Gadites are more “in your 

face,” they would see the                       

enemy’s eyes, smell their sweat, 

and engage immediately in                

hand-to-hand combat. This, too, 

is a unique and tough hombre. 

They know fatigue, grit, attentive-

ness, and second-wind. These 

Gadites are not politicians – they 

are warriors. Focused, alert,                  

creative, and good in a fight.  

Issacharites (1 Chronicles 

12:32) 

This last group we will study is 

made up of the “geek squad.” 

The Issacharites “had under-

standing of the times, to know 

what Israel ought to do.” These 

are mental warriors, if you will. 

They were muscular, but in the 

brain pan area.  I love people 

that seem to have a magic mirror 

that can somehow see around 

corners and have a unique 

glimpse in discernment to know 

the best approach and course of 

action in any given situation. 

That is what the Issacharites 

brought to the table. Strategy, 

positioning, action plans, and             

appropriate staging to face their 

foe. These people had “an                  

understanding of the times,” the 

ability to visualize the typical 

ploys of the enemy (since it         

rarely changes – Satan is just 

not too creative- deceive, tempt, 

guilt, blame, accuse) and then 

overlay it in the current environ-

ment and setting, giving every-

one a view of how to avoid the 

traps and pitfalls that are most 

predictable based on previous 

actions. 

The benefit that they “knew what 

Israel ought to do,” is clearly an 

understanding of the precepts 

and principles of God’s Word. 

That is always the location for 

such information! Do you want to 

know what to do? The answers 

are ALWAYS in the Bible! We 

should all have insights that     

connect the dots from God’s 

Word to our current issues and 

battles. Every church needs                 

Issacharites.  

  

Alan J. Morris 

 



March 2018 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Palm Sunday 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

30  Good Friday 

 

April 2018 
1 Easter Sunday 

2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

18 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

30 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon,  Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Daylight Savings Time Begins Sunday, March 11 


