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 Many of you participated in THE BIG INVITE for Easter of 2017.                               

Due to popular demand, the Georgia Baptist Mission Board is bringing it back for 2018.       

The 2018 theme is Your Life Brand New!    

Shown above is the YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW! artwork that is being offered through 

the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.                                                                                           

This artwork will be made available to North Central Area Missions soon.                                  

We will be able to customize this design for your church.                                                                

Or, if you have a design you would prefer to use or would like our assistance in                       

developing a design specifically for your church, we can assist you.                                                         

As we did last year, we can print banners, flyers, door hangars, hand-out cards, etc 

using the design of your choice.                                                                                             

Please contact us at janice@northcentralga.org or call the office at 770-384-8548 to 

order YOUR LIFE BRAND NEW! promotional material!                                                   



  Below is information from the Georgia Baptist Mission Board, 

Community Missions and Disaster Response, regarding work 

teams during the first quarter of 2018.                  

The Texas Baptist Men Disaster Relief Rebuild will be hosting 

work teams during the first quarter of 2018 at several sites.  

They need help assisting homeowners impacted by Hurricane Harvey.  Light construction skills helpful or 

at least someone on the team that has skills. Personal tools are helpful. 16 years old and up.                               

Don’t have to be Yellow Cap trained. Church groups welcomed.  Housing, meals, showers and supplies                 

provided.  Below is a list of dates for planned team trips:                                                                  

March 3 - 10; March 10 - 17; March 17 - 24; March 24 - 31     

For additional information and possible funding, contact Stuart Lang, Community Missions and Disaster 

Response, Georgia Baptist Mission Board, at slang@gabaptist.org or by phone at 770-936-5259. 

For more details on team trips, you may contact Dwain Carter with Texas Baptist Men at 

tbmrebuild@texasbaptistmen.org.  

Appalachian Mountain Ministry                   

Mission Trip Opportunities 

Many of you have provided Christmas Backpacks for the                    

children of Appalachia over the last few years.  The person 

mainly responsible for the Christmas Backpacks has been Bill Barker as he served as Director of                

Appalachian Regional Ministry with the North American Mission Board from May of 2001 through                          

December 31, 2017.                                                                                                           

Effective January 1, 2018, Bill accepted the position of Appalachian Mountain Ministry/Associational 

Consultant with the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.  In this new state missionary position, Bill will still  

focus on the Christmas Backpacks along with a multitude of short-term mission opportunities or long 

term partnerships in Appalachia.  If you or your church are looking for a mission project close to home, 

Bill would like for you to contact him at one of the options listed below:                                                   

404-538-2895 (cell)                                                                                                             

770-936-5273 (office)                                                                                                           

bbarker@gabaptist.org 

The mission opportunities are abundant.  Contact Bill and let him fill you in on all the needs that 

exist in Appalachia. 

Churches are now eligible for Disaster Relief 

Funds through FEMA 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has 

changed a rule that disqualified churches and other houses 

of worship from receiving disaster relief aid that was                     

      available to other nonprofits. 

FEMA has reversed this rule and churches are eligible for damage coverage incurred 

as early as August 23, 2017.   

 

Please visit https://www.fema.gov/ for further information. 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices                                             

The Lesson from Solomon - 

“Wisdom vs. Application”  

We are continuing our study this year of 

Old Testament characters and what 

they can offer to us today. This               

multi-year study has been such an             

eye-opening  experience for me as I’ve 

had to reread familiar passages of 

Scripture. The discipline has opened up 

new insights, reminded me of danger-

ous attitudes while at the same time 

causing me to discover characteristics 

that I must further develop. My hope is 

that these articles will encourage you in 

your walk of faith as well. Sometimes 

the familiar is dangerous because we 

think we already know all about it. 

Guard your heart from such a simple 

deception so a fresh word from the Lord 

can penetrate and plant a new crop in 

an old, but freshly plowed garden. This 

month we look at the wisest man that   

ever lived – his name means, 

“peaceable.” 

What a dichotomy! Solomon is without 

question one of the most unique               

leaders in the Bible. True, he was           

indeed the wisest man that ever lived   

(1 Kings 3:12), but he was also one of 

the most foolish that ever lived! He is 

the second son from the relationship of 

David and Bathsheba (the first son died 

right after childbirth), and he became 

the third King of Israel. The story begins 

with Solomon going to Gibeon (where 

he liked to frequent), and he sacrificed 

a thousand burnt offerings to the Lord 

(try to imagine that!). The Lord came to 

him in a dream that night and told            

Solomon , “Ask! What shall I give you?” 

Solomon’s response was brilliant – he 

asked for “an understanding heart in 

order to judge God’s people” (3:5-12). 

God granted him his request and more.  

The interesting thing about this promise 

of wisdom was that it did not come 

alone. Notice that God praised                    

Solomon for not asking for long life, 

riches, nor victory over his enemies (an 

enemy like his half-brother, Adonijah 

that tried to steal the throne!). God said 

He would give him what he asked for,  

a discerning heart, but He would also 

give him the riches and honor that were 

not requested. I wonder if when we 

seek for true, godly wisdom it comes 

with more! It is accompanied by other 

blessings that the world is seeking for, 

scratching to obtain, yet those things 

are automatic without effort to the one 

that seeks after a wise heart so that he 

or she can serve God’s people better. 

This reminds me of Christ’s familiar 

command, “Seek first the Kingdom of 

God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added unto 

you” (Matthew 6:33). What occupies 

your greatest number of hours each 

day, your deepest thoughts and                    

longings? Is it these “things” that are 

naturally given when we seek first 

God’s Kingdom?  

Solomon built the Temple. This was 

such an amazing structure. The very 

sight of it would cause the observer to 

be in awe. Solomon wrote the bulk of 

the wisdom literature – Proverbs,            

Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, and he 

wrote two of the Psalms (actually,                  

1 Kings 4:32 tells us he wrote “three   

thousand proverbs, and his songs were 

one thousand and five”).  I highly            

recommend that you read through the 

Proverbs on a regular basis. The              

wisdom this man was given reaches 

every facet of the human experience. 

To not regularly, even DAILY glean 

from this book of precious jewels is, 

well, not wise! 

A prolific writer, genius builder, but he 

also had a big heart as 4:29 declares 

he had a “largeness of heart like the 

sands on the seashore.” Wise and           

considerate are a powerful combina-

tion. Everyone everywhere came to 

hear his wisdom and he did not disap-

point. The accolades of this man are 

difficult to include: his knowledge of 

horticulture, botany, zoology, marine 

biology, and anthropology are all listed 

in Scripture (4:33-34), and the                    

prosperity he provided for the nation of 

Israel had no equal. The country had 

NEVER been so prosperous, so            

respected in the global community, or 

at peace with their neighbors. It was all 

due to the leadership of this son of           

David. What could possibly go wrong? 

Pride. Failure is hard on any man, but 

success is much harder! It’s harder  

because it ushers in the temptation of 

pride, an enemy few men can stand up 

to. Even wise Solomon fell to the subtle 

temptation of pride. He started by             

marrying the daughter of an Egyptian 

Pharaoh for the purpose of creating an 

alliance, desiring an easier life free from 

war (a reaction no doubt to the constant 

battles his daddy experienced). This 

coalition introduced a litany of evils,            

not only a multitude of more wives and 

concubines, but idolatry, false religions, 

and a host of immorality. As with all 

strong kingdoms, the destruction is   

never from without – it is always from 

within (something America better         

beware of!). This was the start of the 

division of the kingdom. Although it took 

place after his death, the true division, 

the break of the kingdom started when 

he lost the balance of wisdom vs. appli-

cation.  

The true purpose of wisdom is so that it 

will impact our entire being – body, 

soul, mind, and spirit. It is to overwhelm 

every aspect of our life and guide us in 

our daily decision making, approach to 

others, desire and activity toward            

worship and devotion, use of finances, 

family matters, attitudes, actions, and 

anything else that makes us human. 

Wisdom leads us to knowledge and 

discernment. Wisdom brings success in 

our life. But, if we look to the success 

for meaning and purpose then the           

wisdom becomes a point of pride. This 

is what happened to Solomon.  
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2018 VBS Clinics                                                                                     

7:30  -  12:30 

 

Register Online:  https://gabaptist.org/kids                                                                         

Call 770-936-5286 with questions regarding registration 

March 3  -   Spring Place Baptist Church                      

         441 Highway 225 S                                

         Chatsworth, GA 30705 

March 10  -  Lakewood Baptist Church             

          2235 Thompson Bridge Road    

          Gainesville, GA 30501 

March 17  -  Flat Creek Baptist Church  

          161 Flat Creek Trail   

          Fayetteville, GA 30214  

2018 Lifeway VBS  

As in the past, North Central Area Missions is available to help you and your 

church in obtaining Lifeway VBS materials.  We will receive your order, forward 

it to Lifeway and pick it up, then we will deliver it to your church. 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru North                    

Central or directly thru Lifeway.  North Central does receive a rebate from                  

Lifeway on all VBS orders purchased directly thru our office.  These funds are 

used to assist small or new start churches needing financial assistance in                        

conducting VBS programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office                                                                                 

by email to janice@northcentral ga.org,                                                                                      

by fax to 770-384-8658                                                                                                          

or by calling our office at 770-384-8548. 

VBS Jumpstart 

This event is for Pastors and key VBS leadership.                       

No Registration  -  Free Event 

February 13  -  Spring Place Baptist Church                           

 441 Highway 225 S                                              

      Chatsworth, GA 30705    

February 15  -  Flat Creek Baptist Church                       

   161 Flat Creek Trail                                                       

         Fayetteville, GA 30214        

Early Bird Registration   

$15 by February 5, 2018 

   Regular Registration                                             

$20 by February 23, 2018 

  Late/At Door                                              

Registration $25.00 

North Central Area Missions has                     

Lifeway Game On!                                       

Preschool and Kids Starter Kits                      

available in our office for review                 

for any church that would like to 

come by and check out the                

material!  

For additional information, https://gabaptist.org/kids/ 



May 5  -  9am to noon                                                                

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church                                                    

850 Mt. Vernon Highway                                                

Atlanta, GA 30327 

Registration and information:  https://gabaptist.org/

churchcompliance/                                                                                          

Questions: dsharitt@gabaptist.org  

  

 

The official date for the Annual Week of Prayer is the 

first Sunday in March through the second Sunday in 

March. 

  Your church can choose this date or another time 

during the Easter season to participate. 

100% of your gifts support North American                         

missionaries. 

National Goal:  $70 million 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/ 



For additional information, https://gabaptistgroups.org/ 

Our Kids Ministry Summit is an annual event for Kid Ministers across our state. The purpose of             
our Summit is to provide an opportunity to network and build relationships with other Kid Ministers 
across our state and to provide training. Our event includes large group sessions, roundtable                     
discussion, and fellowship. 

Register and learn more at https://gabaptist.org/event/childrens-day/ 

Administrative Assistant Position 

Crabapple First Baptist Church is seeking an experienced Administrative 

Assistant to support its pastoral staff and church office operations. 

Interested parties should contact Greg Williams at:                                                             

gwilliams@crabapplefbc.org                                                                                                   

or 770-475-6111 



North Conference       South Conference                                                  

February 22, 2018       February 20, 2018                                             

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM    8:30 AM - 3:30 PM                                                    

Mountain Park First Baptist Church  Mabel White Baptist Church                                           

5485 Five Forks Trickum Road   1415 Bass Road                                          

Stone Mountain     Macon                                                                                  

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Nelson Price  Featured Speaker:  Dr. Bill Ricketts 

To register and for more information,                                                                                        

visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/ 

or contact Pat Collins at 770-936-5285 or pcollins@gabaptist.org 

For additional information, visit the link below:                                                                            

https://gabaptist.org/event/georgia-baptist-ministers-wives-winter-retreat/ 

For additional information, please visit https://gabaptist.org/event/gbama-2018/ 

 



Hosted by the Georgia Baptist Mission Board                                          

To Register:  gabaptist.org/publicaffairs                                             

For more information contact Karen Wheeler:                                      

770-936-5204                                                                         

email kwheeler@gabaptist.org 

An experience for women                

of all ages   

Atlanta Evergreen Marriott                                 

Conference Resort                            

Stone Mountain                                         
Registration and Information:                                                                        

https://gabaptistwomenspringevent.com/ 

 

 

Martha Lawley                              

Author & Speaker 

Dr, Will Whittaker                              

and Ivy Creek              

Baptist Church 

Worship Team 

                                         

Lunch                               

Provided 



Global Network of Theological Training Update 

Aaron Land, Pastor of Waleska First                   

Baptist Church, teaching students at GNTT 

Scott Bosier, Pastor of Shoal Creek                  

Baptist Church, teaching students at GNTT 

On November 3, 2017, eight pastors 

and twenty leaders graduated and                   

received diplomas for completing the 

GNTT course of study. 

Alan Morris, Area Missionary, North Central 

Area Missions; Oscar Ramirez, Pastor (after 

receiving his diploma); Gary Bulley, Pastor,   

Living Stones Church, Lanier Baptist                              

Association; Ed Nerio, Pastor in El Salvador 

that assisted Alan and Gary with logistics of 

GNTT. 



The Baptist Mobile Health Ministry                   

is Seeking Additional Staff 

The Baptist Mobile Health Ministry is in need of                    

additional Mobile Unit drivers and coordinators for its two                 

mobile dental units.  This is an opportunity for Christian men 

and women to be on mission for Christ by being a member of 

our team as we serve the underserved of our state March 

through November of each year. 

These positions offer financial compensation, meals and                    

lodging while on site and mileage reimbursement for travel to 

and from the projects.   

If interested, please contact Diana Brown, RN, at dbrown@gabaptist.org                                             

or Ted Kandler at tkandler@gabaptist.org or 770-936-5217 

Senior Adult                                        

  Homecoming 
Georgia Baptist Conference Center  -  Toccoa, GA 

Spring Homecoming 2018: Session 1 - April 23-25                                                     

           Session 2 - April 25-27 

Fall Homecoming 2018:  Session 1  -  October 22-24                            

              Session 2  -  October 24-26 

Christmas Homecoming 2018:  December 3-5 

For reservations or more information, call the Georgia Baptist Conference Center at 

706-886-3133 or email skaup@gabaptist.org 

North Central Area Missions now has                                                           

FREE                                                                                                                      

on-site notary service available for our churches, pastors, church 

staff, etc. 

Contact us at 770-384-8548 or email janice@northcentralga.org for 

details 



Grace Fellowship                                                                        

2750 Ronald Reagan Boulevard           

Cumming 30041 

is hosting a 1-day church retreat                      

entitled Work as Worship. 

This event is open to the public. 

For additional information, please visit                                                                        
    

 https://forgodsfame.org/events/work-as-worship-retreat/                                                 
or you may contact Caroline Egan at 678-234-4239   -   caroline.egan@forgodsfame.org 

Below is an excerpt from a letter written by Dr. J. Robert White, Executive Director,                            
Georgia Baptist Mission Board 

We need a state Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) to protect the people of faith 
in Georgia.  I am attaching a video which tells the simple truth about RFRA. 

Please share this video through your social media networks and ……. forward it to every 
single person ……. in Georgia on email and Facebook. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage others to join you in urging your state representative and state senator to pass 
the Federal RFRA out of the Senate. This is a timely request that needs to be pursued at 
the earliest opportunity. 

More information can be found at https://supportrfra.com/.                                                                     
Also, content is available on Facebook at Support RFRA. Please “Like” the page, invite 

others to like it, and share posts. 

Thank you for your love of the Gospel and compassion for all the citizens of Georgia. 

  

Sincerely, 

J. Robert White 

https://forgodsfame.org/events/work-as-worship-retreat/
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=131604289&msgid=1073452&act=4XZ3&c=645123&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsupportrfra%2F%3Fhc_ref%3DART9occYEcNoLc73V2g9ebDQcvkId6k50xw7kVDRU9nuyIoxbTHLVf4NZ_YcbEfv668
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=131604289&msgid=1073452&act=4XZ3&c=645123&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fsupportrfra.com%2F


February 2018 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

8 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

14 Valentine’s Day 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

 

March 2018 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Palm Sunday 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

30 Good Friday 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Timeless Truths from the Oldest Voices (continued from page 3) 

After pride, lust ruled his heart. You would think with all that wisdom he would recognize this, just like his father             

before him, who after his adultery cried, “…against You, and You only have I sinned” (Psalm 51:4). This scenario 

has been replayed in countless lives throughout history, and has taken men that are both brilliant and simple,               

talented and commonplace, famous and obscure. Pride, as does wisdom, never comes alone. With wisdom comes 

riches and honor. With pride comes a multitude of other sins – lust, envy, hatred, bitterness, vileness, arrogance. 

They never come alone 

The emphasis on the study of Solomon is the necessity of wisdom to be accompanied by application. Even in our 

churches today, there are those that are simply satisfied with knowing all the stories, doctrines, location of verses, 

and basic tenants of the Bible but it bears no dynamic evidence in the lifestyle of the one that claims this knowledge. 

If the wisest man that ever lived could have wrecked the entire unified nation of Israel because of his lack of “wise” 

application of the wisdom that he was so graciously and abundantly given, imagine how much easier it is for us (with 

far less grey matter!) to be tempted with the same. Wisdom vs. application – there is the rub. “To him who knows to 

do good, and does not do it, to him it is sin” (James 4:17).  Knowing the Bible but not living according to its precepts 

is dangerous. The hypocrisy is never seen by the  hypocrite. Solomon demonstrates this in living color.  

Alan J. Morris 


