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   2015 Southern Baptist                       

Convention 

June 16 & 17 

Greater Columbus Convention 

Center 

Columbus, Ohio 

For information on schedules, registration, etc., 

please visit sbcannualmeeting.net  

                                                            

    

    

    

    

    

                       

The Georgia Baptist Convention is once again partnering with                  

Appalachian Regional Ministries to provide Christmas Backpacks 

for Appalachia.                                                                                             

The goal for 2015 is 25,000. 

Georgia Baptists have been asked to provide backpacks for                    

children in East Kentucky, East Tennessee and New York.                        

Details will be available in the June edition of the North                      

Central News. 



  

Ropin’, Ridin’, Eatin’, Singin’, & Preachin’ Christ 

Schedule of Speakers and Recognitions 

Saturday, May 23                                                                        

Tim Collier                                                                                      

Lonesome Dove Cowboy Church 

Sunday, May 24                                                                            

Larry Kelley                                                                               

Talking Rock Baptist Church 

Monday, May 25                                                                              

Ben Mock                                                                                   

Mt. Zion Baptist Church                                                                    

Tuesday, May 26                                                                                

Billy Edmondson                                                                      

Sutallee Baptist Church                                                           

Recognize: Goshen Valley Boys Ranch                                                                

Wednesday, May 27                                                           

Eddie Rhodes                                                                                           

Woodstock/Jasper                                                                      

Recognize: North Georgia Pregnancy Center 

Thursday, May 28                                                                            

No Meeting Will Be Held Due to High School Graduation 

Friday, May 29                                                                           

Garry Barber                                                                           

Foothills Community Church                                                 

Recognize: Ruth House                                                                          

 Saturday, May 30                                                                    

Rev. Alan Morris                                                                      

North Central Area Missions 

  

 

 

Ole Time Camp Meeting 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

Saturday, May 23                    

5:00 - 8:00 PM                                          

Dinner will be served 

Sunday night, May 24                          

thru Friday night, May 29                

(No Meeting onThursday night)                           

5:00 - 6:00 PM: In the Arena                  

6:00 PM: Dinner                                   

7:00 PM: Meeting 

Saturday, May 30                                    

5:00 - 800 PM                                         

Dinner will be served 

LOCATION: 

9906 Henderson 

Mountain Road 

Fairmount, GA 30139 

 

CALL FOR MORE INFO:  

706-337-4774 



The Early Church                                  

Culture Series                                            

Scriptural Ingredient #3 – Power 

If you are just joining this study, you’ve 

missed the two most important charac-

teristics that permeated the Early Church 

culture in the Book of Acts – the Holy 

Spirit and prayer. You can read about 

these two in our latest Newsletters 

(March, April) to get the information that 

created the Early Church’s cultural foun-

dation. We are looking at the culture of 

the Early Church and drawing from the 

Book of Acts those characteristics that 

were just obviously inherent. Remember, 

a culture is much more pervasive and 

impactful than a written creed or a style 

of worship. To quote myself, culture is 

unscripted, uncontrolled (not manipulat-

ed), completely natural characteristics 

and life patterns that create a behavioral 

and doctrinal mindset that may be                 

unspoken, but unmistakable. This is not 

a mission statement, or a vision state-

ment, or a strategy, it’s a culture. Your 

church has one, mark my words.  

It’s the exhaust out of an engine. If you 

have the components for a combustion 

engine with the right mix of oxygen and 

fuel it will create exhaust whether you 

want it or not. That is the same thing 

with our focus characteristic for this 

month, the ingredient of power. The      

Early Church had unexplainable power. 

A supernatural, yet ‘natural flow’ of        

energy that followed them around 

throughout the Book of Acts like a               

shadow connected to their every step. 

The light of God’s presence in the Early 

Church cast this shadow in ways that 

were unfamiliar to the “normal” backdrop 

of the Roman world. With the combina-

tion of the Holy Spirit (the oxygen) and 

prayer (the fuel), it was a natural                    

byproduct that the church would exhibit 

unexplainable, supernatural power (the 

exhaust).  

This power manifested itself right from 

the start in the newborn church when 

leaving the upper room they began               

fluently speaking languages they had 

never studied (2:4). (Trust me here, this 

was not a small miracle!) It continued, 

according to Acts, with recorded events 

such as signs and wonders being done 

by the apostles (2:43), the healing of a 

lame man that was lame from birth 

(3:7,8), more signs and wonders and 

healings (5:12-15), a humorous, miracu-

lous ‘jail break’ (5:19), evil spirits                

removed and paralytics healed (8:7),            

a “beam me up, Scottie” event to Philip 

with the Ethiopian eunuch (8:39-40),  

and Paul’s Damascus Road vision (9:3). 

On and on the list keeps going with more 

and more unexplained happenings that 

was witnessed by greater numbers of 

people, both believers and non-

believers. In some cases these miracles 

took place without any prompting or prior 

warning from the Apostles and at other 

times they would announce what God 

would do, and then do it! It was a con-

nection to a supernatural, inimitable 

power-source that was simply part of 

the Early Church culture.  

Stop right here! I know what you are 

thinking. “Hey, we are Baptists, we don’t 

do that kind of stuff!” Although not all 

miracles are healings, teleportation, or 

angelic jail breaks, there are various 

events that can only be explained as out 

of the boundaries of human intervention 

or blind luck. Let me be perfectly clear 

with this next statement. If you are NOT 

experiencing inexplicable, supernatural 

events that can only be explained by the 

almighty power of an Almighty God, you 

are obviously missing an ingredient of 

His power (that being either the Holy 

Spirit or prayer). When we can explain 

all that goes on in our churches by    

human terms, with calculated results 

from human skills, we have to honestly 

admit that something is missing! How           

is this different than a social club or a             

religious experiment? 

I’ve been involved in miraculous heal-

ings. It’s quite amazing and memorable. 

I’ve seen supernatural events take place 

right before my eyes that can only be 

explained by the supernatural hand of 

God. There are also other more subtle 

events that are sometimes overlooked 

by the average person that are every bit 

as supernatural. Explain how an unholy 

man can be made holy, placed into an 

unholy world and kept holy. That’              

supernatural! That’s a miracle! Or               

explain an outpouring of an unselfish, 

forgiving spirit that heals a marriage, 

restores a family relationship, or trans-

forms an ungodly lifestyle permanently.      

I realize that AA and Nar Conon have 

certain success ratios and you can credit 

their success to simple human interven-

tion, but I’m talking about a transformed 

life, not just a change of habits. That is 

not in the same category.  

The culture of the Early Church was 

marked by power. An unseen, effective, 

evident force that created a huge ques-

tion mark in the minds of those that did 

not believe. And that is why so many 

came to believe throughout the Book of 

Acts. They could not explain nor dismiss 

the supernatural power that was con-

nected to this group of ragtag followers 

of the Prophet from Galilee. These were 

normal people endowed with extraordi-

nary power! This was their testimony – 

“Christ died, was buried, and rose again, 

and has set me free, and He is still      

working on me and through me right 

now.” How do you debunk that especial-

ly when it is happening right in front of 

your eyes?? 

Now apply this cultural characteristic to 

our modern day, our present church  

experience. Oh that the world would see 

a group of ragtag followers of Christ, 

living extraordinary lives with victories 

over past failures, basking in the warm 

presence of their Savior so that it               

impacts and transforms their lives             

openly, dramatically in a way that defies 

explanation. Remember, this is the              

byproduct, the exhaust of a church that 

is equipped with the Holy Spirit and 

prayer. Pray that you will begin to trust 

the moving and prompting of the Holy 

Spirit. Pray that those around you in your 

church will quietly and honestly do the 

same. Then pray that the world will see 

what cannot be explained! When the 

engine is running, there has to be                 

exhaust. 

 

Alan J. Morris 



Discover Georgia Baptists                                                        
September 24-25, 2015                                                           

Georgia Baptist Conference Center                                

Norman Park, GA 

Who Is Invited To Attend?                                                                   

Ministers who began serving a Georgia 

Baptist Convention church since                     

September 2014 and are:                                           

* Newly Ordained                                                             

* New to Georgia                                                                      

This invitation applies to all senior                        

pastors, associate pastors, worship                  

pastors, youth/children ministers, etc. 

If you are interested in attending this        

conference, please contact Phyllis                

Anderson at panderson@gabaptist.org     

or call 770-936-5381 for details and               

registration. 

Fastest Growing Sunday School/Small Group Churches in the                    

Georgia Baptist Convention 

The Georgia Baptist Convention has completed research to determine the fastest 

growing churches based on Sunday School/Small Groups for the years of 2011, 2012, 

2013 and 2014.  The criteria for this research included net growth in SS/SG average 

attendance, percentage growth in SS/SG average attendance, net growth In SS/SG 

enrollment, percentage growth in SS/SG enrollment, net growth in average worship  

attendance, percentage growth in average worship attendance, and total baptisms.  

North Central Area Missions churches that were recognized are:  

Association        Church               Size         Ranking                               

Etowah        Blessed Hope       Small   14                               

Etowah        Woodstock Church Jasper     Intermediate    1                                                

Hightower        Mt. Zion               Large   22                                                   

Lanier         First Cumming       Mega      21                                                  

Roswell        Alpharetta First       Large     1       

These churches have been recognized for their growth but many of our churches are experiencing 

growth as well.  North Central Area Missions recognizes the churches listed above along with all        

churches in the Etowah, Hightower, Lanier and Roswell Baptist Association as they each endeavor to 

grow their Sunday School/Small Groups.                       

A new conferencing approach to Sunday 

School and Small Groups                                           

 August 8                                                 

Hebron Baptist Church - Dacula 

August 22                                                             

Eagles Landing First Baptist - McDonough 

August 29                                                                     

Tabernacle Baptist Church - Cartersville                                                  

Early Registration began April 1, 2015                   

Early Registration $25                              

Regular Registration $35 

For additional information or to register, 

please visit gabaptistgroups.org  



WIDE FORMAT PRINTER 

Listed below are printing capabilities available with our wide format printer: 

• Banners up to 52.5 inches in height and whatever length desired.                     

The material is vinyl and can be displayed indoors or outdoors.   

• Banners made of an adhesive vinyl material.  This material is designed for 

indoor use but can be used outside in areas protected from the weather.                     

This material adheres best to smooth textured surfaces but can be                                

satisfactorily displayed on some rough/uneven surfaces. 

• Yard signs that can be applied to material of your choice (once applied, they 

cannot easily be removed). 

• Water bottle covers, bumper stickers, etc 

• T-shirt logos for VBS, mission teams, church camp, etc.  Designs can also be 

applied to other fabric items as well. 

NOTE ON T-SHIRT ORDERS:  THIS IS IMPORTANT IF YOU ARE                    

PLANNING ON HAVING NORTH CENTRAL APPLY DESIGNS TO T-SHIRTS FOR 

VBS OR ANY OTHER EVENT                                                                                                     

We need your t-shirts and  designs a minimum of 30 days in advance of the date you 

want them back to you. If you need more than 200 items done, we need to have your 

order 45 days in advance. We want to be sure we meet the needs of ALL our               

churches.   

27” Laminator 

North Central Area               

Missions has purchased a 

27” laminator.                                 

If you church has need of 

laminated material, please 

give us a call at                           

770-384-8548 or email 

janice@northcentralga.org.                     

 



Baptist Mobile Health Ministry 
(BMHM) is again the recipient of 
grant funding from the Georgia                  

Baptist Health Care Ministry                      
Foundation to offer dental assistance 
at no charge to ministerial staff and 
their spouses and widows of pastors 
who do not have  dental insurance or 
the financial means to obtain dental 
care.  The services offered are dental 

hygiene, x-rays and restoration 
(both silver and tooth colored) and 

extraction of teeth.   

                                                                                                                      
      
                                                                   

The dates and sites are as follows: 

September  10-12, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                      
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa, Georgia                                                                         
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                                
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health    
insurance.  Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.                                 
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

October 1-3,2015                                                                                                                                              
Intercultural Church Planting and Missions Ministries Ministers                                                              
To be held in the Metro Atlanta Area.  Site to be determined.                                                       
Open to ministerial staff and spouses of GBC Ethnic churches who do not have dental                     
insurance or the financial means to obtain such care. 

October 8-10, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                        
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Norman Park, Georgia                                                                      
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                           
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health               
insurance.   Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.                               
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

For information regarding the event for ethnic ministerial staff, please contact  
Carlene Cooper at 770-936-5217 or by email at ccooper@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding either of the Ministers Wellness Retreats, please contact 
Ruth Smith by calling 770-936-5364 or by email at rsmith@gabaptist.org. 

For additional information or for any other questions, please contact Mrs. Diana 
Brown by calling  770-936-5217 or by email at dbrown@gabaptist.org.  



Memorial Day is a federal holiday in 

the United States established for                 

remembering the people who died while 

serving in the country's armed forces.                                                          

The holiday, which is observed every 

year on the last Monday of May, was 

formerly known as Decoration Day and 

originated after the American Civil 

War to commemorate the Union and 

Confederate soldiers who died in the 

war.                                                                      

By the 20th century, Memorial Day had 

been extended to honor all Americans 

who died while in the military service.  

If you, or a member of your                     

family, have served in any of the 

Armed Forces of the United 

States, we are eternally                            

indebted to you for your                    

sacrifice.  

America has been at war 93% of the time since 1776  

or 222 out of 239 years 

• Pick any year since 1776 and there is about a 91% 

chance that America was involved in some war               

during that calendar year 

• No U. S. President truly qualifies as a peacetime 

president.  Instead, all  can technically be                           

considered “war presidents” 

• The U. S. has never gone a decade without war 

• The only time the U. S. went five years without war 

(1935-1940) was during the isolationist period of the 

Great Depression 

• U.S. involvement in wars by centuries are:                        

18th century  -  5 wars                                                        

19th century  -  56 wars                                                       

20th century  -  21 wars                                                       

21st century  -  5 wars 

The above information was taken from the Wikipedia 

website.  As with all internet data, there is room for                 

error.  If you would like to study this further, you may 

visit wikipedia.org and type “list of wars involving the 

US” in the search box.             



May 2015 
4 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

7 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

12 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

                        Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - place TBD 

20 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

        Roswell Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - place TBD 

23-30 Ole Time Camp Meeting at Cowboy Church  

25 Memorial Day (North Central Area Missions closed) 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, First Baptist Holly Springs, 10:30 AM 

                         Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting - 12 Noon at Red Lobster in Canton 

26 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

 

June 2015 
1 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

16 & 17 Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, Columbus, OH 

30 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

30 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00PM) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


