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Are you a new Sunday School Director?                                    

Do you want to grow your Sunday School?                              

Do you need new ideas?                                                                

Do you need motivation? 

The National Sunday School Director Seminar is highly                       

energetic, intensely focused, quickly moving, and totally              

devoted to the Sunday School Director. 

AND, it’s coming to your area! 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

First Baptist Cumming 

In addition to Sunday School Directors, this “A-to-Z”                    

Sunday School event is also for: 

• Age division coordinators 

• Department directors 

• General leaders 

• Pastors and ministers of education 

Through NSSDS training, you will develop skills 
and plans to: 

• Build a growing Sunday School focused on its mission and 
purpose 

• Develop an organization and enlist leadership to build a      
growing Sunday School 

• Lead teachers to teach for spiritual transformation 

• Leave with a step-by-step strategy for leading your             
Sunday School 

Cost is only $39 per person (plus $2.73 tax) 

Lunch will be provided 

For more information, contact:                                                

Wayne Poling, Lifeway Christian Resources, at                         

615-251-2685 or wayne.poling@lifeway.com 

To register, please go to:                             

www.lifeway.com/nssds or call 800-254-2022 

NSSDS is designed to: 

• Equip Sunday School directors to serve effectively in all 
areas of Sunday School work 

• Deliver practical tools for all aspects of Sunday School 
work 

• Facilitate opportunities to network with other Sunday 
School directors 

• Build team spirit among the Sunday School director, 
minister of education, pastor, and division and                     
department directors                       

Your leaders will walk away with a library of materials that will serve as a resource after the seminar                        
including: 

• Sunday School Training System CD - A comprehensive training system that includes 11 books, training plans, handouts,                        
PowerPoint presentations and more 

• Seminar notebook in both printed and electronic form 

• Electronic copy of all the seminar presentations 

Session Topics 

• Instilling a Sense of Purpose and Mission in Your              

Sunday School 

• Blueprints for Growing Your Sunday School 

• Developing Life Changing Bible Teaching 

• Building a Strategy for My Sunday School 



ANOTHER UPDATE                          
on our new wide format printer 

We can now print banners on an                 

adhesive vinyl material                                 

These banners can be installed indoors 

on smooth, non-textured, non-porous                        

surfaces such as drywall, glass, metal, 

wallpaper, and wood surfaces such as 

doors and paneling.                              

These banners can be left up for months 

or even years.  And, when removed, they 

do not damage the surface on which they 

have been applied. 

 

NOTE ON T-SHIRT ORDERS                 

THIS IS IMPORTANT IF YOU 

ARE PLANNING ON HAVING 

NORTH CENTRAL APPLY                  

DESIGNS TO T-SHIRTS FOR 

VBS OR ANY OTHER EVENT                        

We need your t-shirts and                  

designs a minimum of 30 days in 

advance of the date you want 

them back to you.                                     

If you need more than 200 items 

done, we need to have your order 

45 days in advance.                       

We want to be sure we meet the 

needs of ALL our churches.   

And, remember, we can apply    

designs to other fabric items as 

well as t-shirts. 

Zion Missionary Baptist Church 

(Roswell Association) has appointed                      

Dr. Jeffrey Haggray to the position of 

Interim Pastor.                                                  

We welcome Dr. Haggray as he shepherds 

Zion through this interim period. 

Ethan Martin is serving as                                  

Youth Ministry Intern at Grace Baptist 

Church (Lanier Association) through 

the end of June.                                                                          

We welcome Ethan and his wife, Kathryn. 

   STORM SHELTER by Philip Na�on                                                                                                             

Ever been caught by surprise by a rainstorm 

or shower?  Life catches us by surprise too, 

and we immediately look for something to 

shelter us from the problem or uncertainty. 

The world can offer a variety of shelters, but 

they ul�mately all leak. Through the Book of 

Psalms, we can discover that God is the only One who can 

truly shelter us. These six psalms show us that, when we 

place ourselves in God's loving embrace, we can                                     

experience shelter in the midst of any downpour.                                                                             

Session �tles:                                                                                                  

The Shelter of God's Presence (Ps 23:1-6)                                                                 

The Shelter of God's Salva�on (Ps 27:1-6)                                                            

The Shelter of God's Forgiveness (Ps 32:1-7)                                                           

The Shelter of God's Encouragement (Psalm 42:1-3,6-8; 43:3-5)                        

The Shelter of God's Peace (Ps 46:1-11)                                                     

The Shelter of God's Protec�on (Psalm 91:1-4,9-11,14-16) 

What Love Is by Kelly Minter 

The letters of 1, 2, & 3 John were 

written to encourage followers of 

Jesus to remain faithful to the 

truth. Believers are challenged to 

look at contrasting themes such 

as walking in the light instead of 

darkness, truth versus lies and 

deception, loving God more than loving the 

world, and the meaning of true fellowship and 

community rather than shallowness. This study 

reveals not only the heart of John but also the 

heart of Jesus. 

New Discipleship Kits 



The Early Church Culture Series 

I love a good mystery! The plot, the               

characters, the setting, the twists and 

turns, all together these form suspense 

and intrigue. I know I’m not alone as you 

see mystery novels, movies, and TV           

series doing quite well in the public            

forum. Think about this – “the church is             

a mystery.” That’s what Paul called it   

several times. The Jews never saw the 

“church” coming, the Old Testament is 

completely silent regarding this “body” 

and “bride of Christ,” and since its               

conception the church continues to be 

somewhat of a mystery. I love that!  

Last year I took this readership through           

a Forensic Study of the Church, pulling 

apart the top spiritual gifts that have been 

entrusted with the “work of ministry.” It 

was thoroughly exciting for me as I dis-

covered nuances of practical truth that 

gave significant worth to some members 

of the church that I had placed a lesser 

value upon in my “human” calculator. 

This, in turn, has freed me up to allow 

these other gifts to operate without my 

“disdain” for their different opinion! The 

body of Christ is much healthier when 

given the chance to have ALL the gifts at 

work. Even if no one else got anything 

out of it, I certainly needed this study               

and profited from the research. 

This year I would like to do another series 

on this great mystery. I have just finished 

teaching a course at Shorter University 

on “Missions.” Laced within teaching the 

specific areas and players of the global 

mission scene, I required a thorough 

study of the Book of Acts, especially the 

development of the mission mindset. My 

motive was that such a study would allow 

these students to see WHY we do               

missions. For me, however, I discovered 

the “early church culture” that formed  

with the birth and establishment of the 

church. The Book of Acts displayed               

several characteristics that naturally           

developed and in my own study they      

literally popped off the pages. With my 

task of helping to strengthen our existing 

churches, and as a byproduct of that 

task, I have come to recognize the              

different “church cultures” that abound in 

my 5-county area. What struck me was 

that these characteristics in the early 

church, whenever repeated in our  

churches, experience incredible success.  

The title of this year’s series is “The Early 

Church Culture.”  Allow me to explain 

my terms. By “Early Church,” I’m referring 

to the infant Christian beginnings, the 

mystery as described almost exclusively 

in the Book of Acts. This document of 

history that is also inspired Holy Writ, 

gives us all we need to know about the 

church’s beginnings and the events that 

she faced. It is easy to understand why         

I would choose the Acts of the Apostles 

as my text. However, allow me to define 

the word “Culture.” This is unscripted, 

uncontrolled (not manipulated),                   

completely natural characteristics and  

life patterns that create a behavioral              

and doctrinal mindset unspoken but             

unmistakable. This is not a mission  

statement, or a vision statement, or a 

strategy, it’s a culture. As Peter Drucker 

famously says, “Culture eats strategy for 

breakfast!” 

The idea I want to convey is that every 

church has a “culture” that even their 

leadership might not admit to or be aware 

of consciously, but that permeates the 

entire gathering and community. The  

culture actually dictates the behaviors of 

its members and how they operate within 

its structure. They can have all types of 

worship styles, Constitutions and Bylaws, 

Mission Statements, etc. but the way 

things are in that setting aligns with the 

“culture” of that church and not any               

written platitude. Make no mistake, you 

can have dynamic sermons, angelic   

music, and clockwork programs but the 

church culture will drive the behaviors 

and attitudes of the overall body. Now let 

me be clear, that could either be very 

good or very bad! If the culture of the 

church is one that has trust in and yields 

to the workings of the Holy Spirit and a 

genuine hunger for a fresh word from 

God, the lack of dynamic sermons or 

powerful music will make little difference 

in the overall success of this fellowship. 

And conversely, if individual rights of the 

members are more important than deep, 

broken surrender and humble servant-

hood, great preaching and good singing 

will never be able to overcome the spirit 

of strife and dysfunction.  

Church culture in and of itself is amoral. 

How it develops and is either encour-

aged, tolerated, or ignored is what can 

make it good or evil. I’ve seen a ton of 

varieties of church cultures, in part due to 

the nature of my job. They include such 

titles as “hunger for truth,” “broken for the 

lost,” “sensitive to the Holy Spirit,” 

“accepting and welcoming of any person,” 

or they can be “cold and resistant,” 

“unmotivated and apathetic,” “suspicious 

and uppity,” and “living in the past.” A 

church can take a myriad of cultural           

directions in its life cycle, but certain  

characteristics tend to define that church. 

It can change, but such change does not 

simply require a new vision statement, 

new senior pastor, or a new style of              

music. It requires a Holy Spirit “shaken 

and bakin’!” To better understand this 

idea storyboarding is needed. 

Let’s look at a negative example first. 

Have you ever visited a church and just 

did not sense the presence of the Lord? 

That does not mean that everyone there 

is lost and just playing games, it does 

mean, however, that certain self-

centered, fleshly attitudes have been  

allowed to flourish. Those attitudes             

eventually bled out in words and deeds 

that also become accepted norms within 

the body. What results is the “message” 

from the pulpit does not equal the “life-

message” from the pew and unfortunately 

most people do not recognized the              

inequity or the hypocrisy. A negative 

church culture is developed.  

Let’s examine a positive example of 

church culture. An event of heartbreak 

happens to a certain family in the church. 

The body rallies around this family,           

fasting and praying, bringing meals, and 

just simply embraces them until the crisis 

is over. The experience so engrains itself 

in the hearts of the members that they 

develop a new ministry to those who  

suffer similar heartaches. What follows is 

the nature of the church displays itself in 

constant desire to help minister to the 

hurting, the needy, the down and out, and 

POW, a positive church culture is born. 

Everyone that comes to that church  

senses the genuine concern they have 

for those with deep need. It’s probably 

not in their “Core Beliefs,” or their “Vision 

Statement,” or in their “Mission State-

ment,” but everyone knows it though they 

probably never even mention it. That’s a 

church culture. 

Your church has one. So did the early 

church and they were impossibly                  

successful and “turned the world upside 

down.” Let’s do it again. This year we will 

look at the characteristics for spiritual 

earth moving equipment. 

Alan J. Morris 



VBS Clinics 

Summer Mission Trip                        

Opportunities 

Myrtle Beach, SC (July/August)                    

Jamaica (June/July) 

Contact                                                             

Dr. Tom Sees, Pastor                                                

Rising Sun Community Church                    

Myrtle Beach, SC                                              

843-293-0015                                                           

risingsuncommunitychurch@sccoast.net 

 

March 14                                                               

First Baptist Church                                                   

241 Douthit Ferry Road                                  

Cartersville 

 

March 21                                                                 

New Hope Baptist Church                   

551 New Hope Road                 

Fayetteville 

Listed below are Lifeway                   

literature VBS 2015 Clinics to 

be held at locations within 

driving distance of churches 

in the North Central area               

Gifts of Georgia Baptists through the Cooperative Program enable us to partner                 

together in fulfilling the Great Commission 

Register online at gabaptistsundayschool.org                                                  

For additional information, please call 770-936-5286 or 

email snowak@gabaptist.org 

Registration/Cost                                                                                                 
Early Bird Registration: $15 per person by February 14                                            

Regular Registration: $20 per person by March 2                                                    

Late/At Door Registration: $25 per person 

Schedule 

7:30 - 8:15 AM  Registration                                                               

   Continental Breakfast                                          

8:15 - 8:40 AM  Worship Rally                                                               

8:45 - 10:15 AM  Base Level Conference                                                    

10:15 - 10:50 AM EXPO                                                               

10:50 - 11:35 AM Special Interest Conference 1                                          

11:35 - 11:45 AM Break                                                              

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM Special Interest Conference 2                                                                   

Base Level Conferences will be offered as follow: 

Younger Preschool and Older Preschool Leaders                                                       

Younger Children, Middle Children and Older                           

Children Leaders                                                                                           

Adult and Youth Leaders                                                                                          

Missions Leaders                                                                                                         

Music and Worship Leaders                                                                                        

Crafts Leaders                                                                                                                 

VBS Directors                                                                                                 

Pastors and Staff 

Lifeway VBS 2015 

Job Opening 

Cumming Baptist Church is in the process 

of filling a part-time secretarial position                    

(20-25 hours/week).                                                    

Applicants need to be proficient in computer 

skills and designing/creating publications.  

Please email resumes to                                          

barry@cummingbaptist.net 

Secret Church 

Friday, April 24, 2015                                          

6 PM - Midnight     

Hopewell Baptist Church                    

78 Ridge Road                                              

Canton, GA 30114                      

Topic                                             

Christ, Culture and a Call to Action  

Cost: $10.00                                           

Limited space                                                        

Signup and pay online at                           

hopewellbaptist.com                     

First 35 people receive a free book! 

For questions regarding the April 24 event, 

please contact Christy Pope at                          

christy.pope@hopewellbaptist.com                    

or by phone at 770-345-5723 

For additional information on Secret 

Church, type Secret Church in your search 

box.                                                             

There are several sites that provide                   

information regarding Secret Church. 



Adult Reading & Writing (ARW) Workshop 

(NOTE: This Workshop is for the purpose of providing training for a church, associational or                           

individual outreach ministry to teach reading and writing to functionally illiterate adults while 

demonstrating the Good News of Jesus Christ with them). 

 

DATES                                                                                                                        

Saturday, February 21, 2015 and Saturday, February 28, 2015 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

New Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, 1690 Melrose Drive, SW, Atlanta 30310 

(Must attend all 14 hours of instruction for North American Missions Board certification) 

$50 thru February 4 ($60 if paid February 5-11) - Deadline is February 11, 2015 

Registration fee includes ARW Workshop Manual, 2 Laubach books, continental breakfast and lunch) 

Contact Person:  Pamela Bryant  -  404.758.2727 or ncalvary@bellsouth.net 

English as a Second Language (ESL) Workshop 

(NOTE:  This Workshop is for the purpose of providing training for a church or associational 

outreach ministry to teach conversational English while demonstrating and sharing the Good 

News of Jesus Christ with the students). 

DATES                                                                                                                        

Thursday, April 16, 2015:  6:00 - 10:00 PM                                                                                      

Friday, April 17, 2015: 6:00 - 10:00 PM                                                                                         

Saturday, April 18, 2015: 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM                                                                                     

The Athens School of Ministry & Worship Arts, 1331 New High Shoals Road, Watkinsville 30677                     

(Must attend all 14 1/2 hours of instruction for North American Mission Board certification)                                    

$59 (Registration deadline is April 14, 2015)                                                                                

Contact information: 706-769-1472 or asmwainfo@asmwa.org 

2015                                                                                                              

Annie Armstrong Offering                                                                          

and Week of Prayer for North American Missions                                                                             

March 1-8 



Baptist Mobile Health Ministry (BMHM) is again the              
recipient of grant funding from the Georgia Baptist 

Health Care Ministry Foundation to offer dental                         
assistance at no charge to ministerial staff and their 

spouses and widows of pastors who do not have  
dental insurance or the financial means to obtain 

dental care.  The services offered are dental                       
hygiene, x-rays and restoration (both silver and 

tooth colored) and extraction of teeth.   

                                                                                                                      
                                                                         
The dates and sites are as follows: 

February 26-28                                                                                                                                                          
Daniell Baptist Association, Ailey, Georgia 

September  10-12, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                      
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa, Georgia                                                                         
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                                
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health               
insurance.  Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.        
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

October 1-3,2015                                                                                                                                              
Intercultural Church Planting and Missions Ministries Ministers                                                              
To be held in the Metro Atlanta Area.  Site to be determined.                                                       
Open to ministerial staff and spouses of GBC Ethnic churches who do not have dental                      
insurance or the financial means to obtain such care. 

October 8-10, 2015                                                                                                                                     
Ministers Wellness Retreat                                                                                                                        
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Norman Park, Georgia                                                                      
Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                                                                           
Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do not have  preventive health                   
insurance.  Dental service is also offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.        
Must be registered as a participant in this event. 

For information regarding the event for ethnic ministerial staff, please contact     
Carlene Cooper at 770-936-5217 or by email at ccooper@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding either of the Ministers Wellness Retreats, please contact 
Ruth Smith by calling 770-936-5364 or by email at rsmith@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding the event to be held at the Daniell Baptist Association 
office in Ailey, Georgia or for any other questions, please contact Mrs. Diana Brown 
by calling 770-936-5217 or by email at dbrown@gabaptist.org.  

 



 

Toccoa Baptist Conference Center 

REGISTER TODAY!                                                

December 1 - January 15: $99                      

January 16 - February 28: $109                       

March 1 - April 3: $129                                        

Price includes four meals, refreshment 

breaks, worship sessions and                               

conferences 

Find event details and online registration at gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 

Frances Worthington                   
Desert Flower Ministries 

Donna Lott                                     
Light and Laughter Ministries 

James Dollar                            
Concord Baptist Church 

2015                                               

Phase 1 Disaster Relief                                                     

 

 

                                                                                                                                                       

  

 

 

 

                                              

 For additional information, please contact the Disaster Relief 

Office of the Georgia Baptist Convention at 770-936-5254 or email 

pficarra@gabaptist.org. 

Training        

February 28, 2015                                                                              

Lakeside Baptist Church, Albany 

March 28, 2015                                                                                        

Calvary Baptist Temple, Savannah 

 September 12, 2015                                                                            

Grove Level Baptist Church, Dalton 



February 2015 
2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

11 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Valentine’s Day 

21 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

24 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, First Baptist Holly Springs, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

24 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

26 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Place TBD (immediately following Executive Meeting) 

28 Better Bridges in the Hightower Association 

 

March 2015 
1 Better Bridges in the Hightower Association 

1 Mt. Zion Missions Fair 

1-8 Annie Armstrong Offering and Week of Prayer for North American Missions 

2 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting. 7:30 PM 

5 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

7-14 Mission Team from Alaska ministering at Cowboy Church 

14 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

19 Lanier Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

21 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

28 National Sunday School Directors Seminar (see page 1) 

29 Palm Sunday 

31 Etowah Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

31 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


