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North Central Area Missions “Flood” 

As many of you are aware, the North Central Area Missions facility was flooded on January 8!                                                                

A sprinkler head froze, burst and flooded about three-fourths of the building.                                                                               

And, this happened very quickly!  We virtually had a waterfall in the room where the pipe burst.  We are so thankful that it 

happened during the day when we were at the office.  Otherwise, the entire facility, files and equipment would probably 

have been damaged.  The sanctuary, classrooms, kitchen and hall areas were all flooded.  Fortunately, our offices                  

escaped water damage and our work has been uninterrupted with the exception of one day when the sheetrock was being 

sanded.  

We have a very honest, reputable and dependable contractor handling all the repair.  They were on site within a couple of 

hours after we called them and started cleanup immediately.   

We hope to have all repair completed by Saturday, February 8, allowing our two congregations to once again use the               

facility.  They have been very patient as we have worked to get everything back to normal. 

Registra	on for 2014 Lobby Day is Now Open! 

The purpose of Lobby Day is to educate your legislators about Commercially, Sexually Exploited       

Children and to let them know you, as their cons	tuent, are passionate about eradica	ng this issue. 

For addi	onal informa	on and to register, visit h+p://streetgrace.org/   

Lobby Day 2014 is a collabora	ve effort between Street Grace, Wellspring Living, and YouthSpark.   

Our children are depending on us to be their voice! 
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Floor in the “waterfall” room Continued on Page 2 



 

NOTE:  The 2014 Lifeway VBS Material is set up 

very differently from the past few years.                                 

There are individual starter kits for Preschool (3’s-K) 

and Kids (Grades 1-6).                                                            

Literature designed for smaller churches is no                 

longer available.                                                                

There is a Backyard Kids Club Kit. 

2014 Lifeway VBS Clinics                               

Sunday School/Open Group Ministries with the 

Georgia Baptist Convention is offering training for 

the 2014 Lifeway VBS literature.  

Clinic locations near churches in the North Central Area 

Missions vicinity are: 

March 8, 2014                                                                      

Sunrise Baptist Church                                                        

3000 Sugarloaf Parkway, Lawrenceville, Georgia 

March 15                              

Burnt Hickory Baptist Church                                            

5145 Due West Road, Powder Springs, Georgia   

Visit sssg.gabaptist.org                                                                     

or call 770-936-5285 for additional information 

Ordering Lifeway VBS Materials Through                              

Association Office 

As we have in the past, North Central Area Missions will 

assist our churches in obtaining Lifeway VBS                

materials.                                                                                   

Your church pays the same for the literature whether 

you order thru North Central or directly thru Lifeway.     

North Central does receive a rebate on all orders                  

purchased directly thru our office.  We are presently in 

the process of identifying small or new start churches 

that might be eligible for assistance in conducting VBS 

in 2014 utilizing rebate funds we received from the 2013 

VBS orders. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office by email 

to janice@northcentralga.org, by fax to 770-384-8658 of 

by calling your order in to our office at 770-384-8548. 

Theme for 2014                                               

FIRMLY PLANTED                                              

Rooted in the Gospel                  

Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

The Week of Prayer for North American Missions                                                       The Week of Prayer for North American Missions                                                       The Week of Prayer for North American Missions                                                       The Week of Prayer for North American Missions                                                       

and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering                            and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering                            and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering                            and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering                            

March 2March 2March 2March 2----9, 20149, 20149, 20149, 2014    

The goal of the North American Mission Board (NAMB) is to move    

churches and individuals into all regions of our country to share Christ and 

start churches that will in turn start churches.  During the 2014 North 

American Missions Emphasis, we have the privilege and opportunity to 

support our Southern Baptist missionaries who are firmly planted and          

rooted in the Gospel to reach an estimated 259 million lost people in our 

nation. 

VBS volunteer quote: “Every morning 

feels like a rock concert. High energy, 

enthusiasm, singing, dancing,                            

ears-ringing, I feel like a kid again. It is 

awesome. I expected to teach the kids, 

but God has changed me”. 

“Flood” pictures continued from Page 1 
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The Body of Christ:                     

A Forensic Study 

“Those members of the body 

which we think to be less honor- 

able, on these we bestow greater 

honor; and our unpresentable 

parts have greater  modesty,             

but our presentable parts have  

no need. But God composed the 

body, having given greater honor 

to that part which lacks it, that 

there should be no schism 

(division) in the body, but that the 

members should have the same 

care for one another. And if one 

member suffers, all the members 

suffer with it; or if one member is             

honored, all members rejoice  

with it. Now you are the body of 

Christ, and members individual-

ly.” 1 Corinthians 12: 23-27 

This year I am going to write a 

series on dissecting the intricate 

systems in the Body of Christ 

necessary for optimal health. 

“What in the world is all that 

about,” you may be asking! Well, 

let me open up my scalp and 

show you that thought process 

that brought me to this decision. 

Biology was my first major when  

I was in college. I loved the intri-

cate beauty of the creation and 

was drawn to the wonders of how 

things worked. One aspect of my 

required studies was the func-

tions and systems of the human 

body. It was simply fascinating 

how each of the separate sys-

tems of the body worked in con-

cert together to provide health, 

movement, strength, and func-

tionality. The study included 12 

systems– skeletal, muscular,  

digestive, lymphatic, immune, 

endocrine, nervous, circulatory, 

urinary, integumentary,                        

respiratory, and reproductive. 

Amazingly, each system is               

necessary for a healthy body. 

You can have certain systems 

compromised or weakened and 

remain alive, but it will not be 

healthy. Alarmingly one weak-

ened system will become a     

dangerous drain on the other   

systems taxing them in a down-

ward spiral. When multiple       

systems fail, the body is not            

long for total shutdown. Having            

a healthy body requires all                  

systems at optimal peek.  

Another step in this decision was 

the realization of how important 

the concept of the human body 

was to the body of Christ, or the 

church.  You see there are only 

two analogies in the New Testa-

ment that describe the unex-

pected, unforeseen mystery that 

is the church – 1) the “Bride of 

Christ,” and 2) the “Body of 

Christ.” I’ve never been a 

“Bride” (or a “bridesmaid” for that 

matter) but I have been a student 

of biology and have some 

knowledge of the workings of the 

human body. Since analogies of 

the church are rare and since I 

have some understanding of the 

systems in the body, and since 

the church is the topic that we all 

have a vested interest in, well 

that is how I came to this deci-

sion. So, for the  next 8 months 

we will be forensically dissecting 

the systems that make up the 

body of Christ and validating their 

significance and unique                  

contributions. 

There are several places in the 

New Testament that give pictures 

of working systems within the 

church. Ephesians 4 lists 

“apostles, prophets, evangelists, 

and pastors/teachers.” Peter lists 

“teachers and servants,” and  

Corinthians gives us “apostles, 

prophets, teachers, miracles, gifts 

of healings, helps, administra-

tions, and varieties of tongues.” 

Each of these lists of gifts is 

unique and has clear applications 

within the structure and leader-

ship of the church, the body of 

Christ. Ephesians 4:12 declares 

its list is for the “equipping of the 

saints for the work of the ministry, 

for the edifying of the body of 

Christ.”  Although these other 

passages will be considered, our 

focus passage will be the list of 

systems located in Romans      

12: 6-8. This passage is the   

most specific regarding the    

functionality of the body of Christ.       

Consider the context of the pas-

sage, the preface verses 3-5 that 

create the picture of a church 

with multiple systems included, 

and the descriptive verses of       

9-15 that follow which give       

specific details of those seven 

systems listed. There is no other 

location in Scripture that gives 

such a thorough emphasis on 

these gifts  inventory. Although 

there are probably many more 

systems that are necessary in the 

church, we will focus first of all on 

these unique 7 that are cataloged 

here and make sure we have an 

environment that encourages and 

includes them.  Every church 

needs at least these systems in 

place in order to experience a 

measure of health and spiritual 

wellness. From March through 

September we will focus on a 

forensic look at the “Body of 

Christ.”              

The rest of 2014 we will experi-

ment with the analogy of the 

“Bride of Christ” and I will lean 

heavily on my wife, secretaries, 

and the other ladies in my life for 

perspective and insights. I will 

definitely need their help             

because I just don’t think I look 

that good in a wedding dress.  

 

Alan J. Morris 



COMING TO THEATERS FEBRUARY 28 

Now, the larger-than-life story of The New Testament gets a larger-than life treatment in the stand-alone feature 

SON OF GOD. Told with the scope and scale of an action epic, the film features powerful performances, exotic  

locales, dazzling visual effects and a rich orchestral score from Oscar®-winner Hans Zimmer. Portuguese actor 

Diogo Morgado portrays Jesus as the film spans from his humble birth through his teachings, crucifixion and      

ultimate resurrection. It marks the first motion picture about Jesus’ life since Passion of the Christ, released ten 

years ago. 

New York Times bestselling author Rick Warren challenges you to consider what would happen if you applied the 

lessons from events in Jesus' life - temptation, suffering, death, resurrection—to your own? Would you come to 

know Him more intimately and with a greater understanding of your purpose? Would you embody more completely 

the mission, love, and mind of Jesus?   

Available in a DVD Leader Kit on February 15                                                                                 

(North Central Area Missions has one reserved thru Lifeway)                                                                  
Session titles: (with corresponding clips from the movie):  

Jesus' Baptism and Your Baptism (Rom. 6:3-4; Gal. 3:27; Col. 2:12) 

Jesus' Temptation and Your Temptation (Heb. 2:18) 

Jesus' Suffering and Your Suffering (2 Cor. 1:5,8-9; 2 Cor. 4:10; 1 Peter 2:21; 4:1,13) 

Jesus' Death and Your Death (Gal. 2:20: "I am crucified with Christ . . .") 

Jesus' Resurrection and Your Resurrection (1 Cor.15:23,42-43; 1 Thess. 4:17) 

Jesus' Ministry and Your Ministry (2 Cor. 5:18; John 17:18; John 20:21; Acts 1:18) 

Call North Central Area Missions at 770-384-8548 to reserve this kit for your church. 

Hebrews was a sermon for a           

specific people and culture in the midst 

of martyrdom and persecution, but is 

also so relevant for us today, reminding 

us to continue walking toward Jesus 

regardless of our culture or our                            

circumstances. 

Join Lisa Harper as she journeys 

through this bridge between the Old 

and New Testaments to get to the heart 

of the matter: Jesus is our accessible 

King.  He is not a faraway God, but an              

up-close Redeemer who draws near to 

us.  Hebrews helps women make the 

connection between God the Father 

and God the Son and reminds us that 

Jesus is supreme, but He is also                 

compassionate, empathetic and loving 

to no end.  She makes digging into    

Hebrews fun and doable.  

7 sessions 

New DVD Bible studies available on loan from North Central Area Missions 

Stuck: The  

Places We Get 

Stuck and the 

God Who Sets 

Us Free                    

is a young adult 

women's Bible 

study by Jennie Allen. We are often 

so stuck in invisible struggles going 

on in our hearts and minds that we 

barely have space for God. These 

deep struggles, these stuck places, 

are  familiar to every one of us—

brokenness, anger,                            

discontentment, fear, and               

sadness. Stuck takes on these      

struggles within us so that we can 

encounter God. Because until we  

recognize that we are stuck and in 

need of God, we will miss what He 

has for us. 

8 sessions 

Stronger: Finding Hope in Fragile 

Places by Angela Thomas                    

Through Biblical teaching and real life 

application, this study teaches that 

believers do not have to live in                 

weakness.  God is stronger than     

every struggle you will face.  All who 

receive Jesus Christ have been             

hidden in Him.                                                               

As we have received Christ Jesus, 

we are now called to walk in a      

manner worthy of Him.  Today,     

because of Christ, you can live 

stronger.  This study will guide      

women into Biblical truth through 

exposition and story, so they live 

confident, transformed,                    

Christ-radiating lives marked by His 

strength. 

6 sessions. 



Senior Adult Leadership Conference                                 

February 10-11, 2014 

Mabel White Baptist Church                                      

1415 Bass Road, Macon, Georgia 

Additional information may be found by                

visiting  dm.gabaptist.org or by calling Dana 

Sharritt at 770-936-5274 or by emailing her at 

dsharitt@gabaptist.org 

The digital age has come to Bible Drill! 

A new Bible Drill app has been developed by 

the Georgia Baptist Convention which will 

help students and their leaders study God’s 

Word on their tablets or smartphones. 

The APP can be downloaded for 99 cents in 

the iTunes store.  

For additional information regarding the APP 

or other Bible Drill information, please contact  

Eddy Oliver at eoliver@gabaptist.org or call 

him at 770-936-5211. 

Baptist Mobile Health                

Ministry (BMHM) is again 
the recipient of grant                    

funding from the Georgia 
Baptist Health Care                       

Ministry  Foundation to 

offer dental assistance at 
no charge to ministerial 

staff and their spouses and 
widows of pastors who do 

not have dental insurance or the financial means 
to obtain dental care.  The services offered are 

dental hygiene, x-rays and restoration (both            

silver and tooth colored) and extraction of 
teeth.   

The dates and sites are as follow: 

February 20-22                                                                  

McDonough Road Baptist Church                                                      
Fayetteville, Georgia 

March 31 - April 2                                                             
Intercultural Church Planting (ICP) Leadership Conference              

Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa                           
(Open to ethnic ministerial staff and spouses who are                   

participants in this conference.  Must be registered through 

ICP ministry). 

September 18-20                                                                 

Ministers Wellness Retreat*                                                         
Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Toccoa                                 

October 9-11                                                                       
Ministers Wellness Retreat*                                                            

Georgia Baptist Conference Center, Norman Park                                                        

*(Sponsored by GBC Church Minister Relations Ministry.                      

Registration is open to any GBC minister and spouse who do 
not have preventive health insurance.  Dental service is also 

offered to participants who do not have dental insurance.  
Must be registered as a participant in this event). 

For information regarding the ICP Conference for ethnic             
ministerial staff, please contact Carlene Cooper at                     

770-936-5217, or 1-800-RING GBC or by email at 
ccooper@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding either of the Ministers Wellness 
Retreats, please contact Ruth Smith by calling 770-936-5364 

or 1-800-RING GBC or by email at rsmith@gabaptist.org. 

For information regarding the event to be held at McDonough 
Road Baptist Church in Fayetteville or for any other questions, 

please contact Diana Brown by calling 770-936-5217 or by 
email at dbrown@gabaptist.org 

 Callaway Gardens 

 

For additional information and registration, 

please go to                                                        

http://gabaptistwomenspringevent.com/ Daylight Savings 

Time begins on                              

Sunday, March 9, 



February 2014 
3 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM                            

6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

12 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs 

    Baptist Church, Johns Creek, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following  

     Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

14 Valentine’s Day 

15 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

20 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones 

     Church, Cumming, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, immediately following  

     Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

25 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, The Pointe 

     Church, Canton, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, O’Charley’s in Canton,  

     11:30 AM 

25 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer,  

     (10:00 AM - 1:00 PM) 

 

March 2014 
2-9 Week of Prayer for North American Missions and Annie Armstrong Offering 

3 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:30 PM                            

6 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

8 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 noon) 

15 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Food Distribution (9:00 AM - 12:00 noon) 

20 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

25 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, O’Charley’s in Canton,  

     11:30 AM 

25 New Hope Baptist Church (Etowah Association) Food Trailer,  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary 

Curtis Meador - Associate Area Missionary 

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant 

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188 

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 

Interim Worship Pastor Position 

FBC Holly Springs is currently 

searching for an interim worship  

pastor.                                                          

The need is immediate and the                    

position would only require                   

leading Sunday morning worship at 

10:45 AM and a rehearsal at some 

point during the week.  The style is 

blended which is a reflection of the 

congregation.                                                 

Please email Pastor Phil Young if 

interested or with recommendations 

at pastor.phil@fbchollysprings.com 

 Lanier Baptist Association Churches 

Truck Loading for Georgia Baptist             

Children’s Home and Family Ministries 

Collection dates                                               

March 9 - 30, 2014 

Pick-up date, time and location                                                      

Monday, March 31                                               

9:00 AM until 12:00 Noon                       

First Baptist Cumming                           

1597 Sawnee Drive, Cumming 

Items Requested                              

Canned northern beans, pinto beans or 

black-eyed peas                                       

ANY cleaning supplies - all purpose     

cleaner, bathroom cleaner, Lysol, etc.               

Gift cards are always appreciated.                       

For additional information, please email 

janice@northcentralga.org or call us at 

770-384-8548. 

Happy                            

Valentine’s                     

Day 


