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The staff of North Central Area Missions                            

wishes each of you                                                                                    

a Safe, Blessed, and Merry Christmas! 



  Below is information from the Georgia Baptist Mission Board,                          

Community Missions and Disaster Response, regarding work teams           

during the first quarter of 2018.                  

The Texas Baptist Men Disaster Relief Rebuild will be hosting work 

teams during the first quarter of 2018 at several sites.  They need help 

assisting homeowners impacted by Hurricane Harvey.  Light construction skills helpful or at least someone on the 

team that has skills. Personal tools are helpful. 16 years old and up. Don’t have to be Yellow Cap trained. Church 

groups welcomed.  Housing, meals, showers and supplies provided.  Below is a list of dates for planned team trips:                                                                           

December 31 - January 6; January 6 - 13; January 13 - 20; February 10 - 17; February 17 - 24;                              

March 3 - 10; March 10 - 17; March 17 - 24; March 24 - 31     

For additional information and possible funding, contact Stuart Lang, Community Missions and Disaster Response, 

Georgia Baptist Mission Board, at slang@gabaptist.org or by phone at 770-936-5259. 

For more details on team trips, you may contact Dwain Carter with Texas Baptist Men at 

tbmrebuild@texasbaptistmen.org.  

Staff Changes 

Rev. William (Bill) Ratliff, retired as Senior Pastor of Towne Lake Community Church, 

effective November 5, 2017.  Bill began serving as pastor at Towne Lake in July 1997.                      

Previously, he served as senior pastor of Hickory Road Baptist Church in Holly Springs from 

July 1992 thru May 1997.  The Etowah Baptist Association and North Central Area Missions 

pray God’s blessings on Bill as he enters retirement and wish him many more years of                    

Christian ministry. 

First Baptist Canton has called Rev. Cliff Pace as Senior Pastor beginning                            

Sunday, December 24, 2017.  The Etowah Baptist Association and North Central Area                    

Missions welcomes Cliff and his family and we pray God’s blessings on them as they begin 

their new ministry  

Ministry Positions Available 

First Baptist Canton has an opening for a general maintenance person starting                         

January 1, 2018.  

They also have a position available to help with set up and break down as well as basic 

cleaning of the church. 

Interested parties, please contact Chuck Watson, Director of Facility and Maintenance, at 

chuckwatson@fbccanton.org or call 770-617-5613. 

Toonigh Baptist Church, 4999 Old Highway 5, Lebanon, Georgia in the Etowah                

Baptist Association has the following ministry positions available 

Youth Minister:  Bi-vocational position, salary negotiable.  Looking for someone to help 

grow and build a ministry to youth and their families. 

Children’s Minister:  Bi-vocational position, salary negotiable.  Looking for someone to 

help grow and build a children’s ministry. 

Interested parties should contact Pastor Terry Sandidge at 770-402-9860. 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices                                             

The Lesson from David - “The 

Heart of the Matter is the                 

Matter of the Heart” Part 3 

2 Samuel 1-24 

As you noticed from the heading, 

this is part 3. Not only is this the 

final segment of a three-part    

article, it’s also the middle of a 

study of Old Testament charac-

ters that have much to say to us 

today. King David is a hard             

person to describe in just three 

short newsletter articles, but I will 

attempt to cover the hotspots 

that attributed to his “man after 

God’s own heart” characteristic. 

We have examined his early life, 

the young shepherd boy/giant 

killer era and then the subse-

quent tumultuous years that fol-

lowed before he was crowned as 

king over both Judah and Israel. 

Now we will look at what contrib-

uted to his “after God’s heart” 

attribute while reigning as king. 

The process of becoming king            

of both Judah and Israel was      

nothing simple, to be sure, since 

there was bad blood between the 

two nations during Saul’s reign. 

David had a huge task in bring-

ing the two “nations” together, 

but God was with David and          

Israel eventually saw it. He was 

the man for the position as it 

states in 2 Samuel 3:36, “…since 

whatever the king did pleased all 

the people.” His exploits are leg-

endary – the ark returning to             

Jerusalem, his desire to build 

God a majestic temple, the              

defeat of the Ammonites and 

Syrians that dotted the entire 

landscape, not to mention the 

covenant that God made with 

David through the prophet               

Nathan. He was indeed anointed 

and had the golden touch. 

Nowhere is more difficult to live  

a pure life of godliness than at 

home. You are constantly under 

scrutiny and pressure and every 

action you do is witnessed and 

evaluated by those that have   

history with you. Any chink in  

the armor is obvious and accen-

tuated. Imagine David’s stress 

load with his wife, the daughter 

of King Saul (her husband was 

her daddy’s rival and arch enemy 

for most of her life), and she  had 

no respect or love for him. After 

he rejoiced and danced with all 

of Israel over the returning of the 

Ark of the Covenant to Jerusa-

lem, she rebuked her husband, 

the king, and had nothing but 

disdain for him. During this tough 

moment, David reminded his 

wife saying, “It was before the 

Lord, who chose me instead of 

your father and all his house, to 

appoint me ruler over Israel. 

Therefore I will play music before 

the Lord. And I will be even more 

undignified than this, and will be 

humble in my own sight. But as 

the maidservants of whom you 

have spoken, by them I will be 

held in honor” (2 Sam. 6:21-22).  

Michal did not respect David and 

spoke to him with unnecessary 

harshness, but David saw his 

greatest quality was to be hum-

ble. That humility kept him level 

and reminded him that serving 

the lowly and outcasts 

(maidservants) was the greatest 

place to acquire honor. Here is 

the capstone of greatness –             

humility. Here is the key to a 

“heart after God’s own heart” – 

humility. David said to God 

through the prophet, Nathan, 

“Who am I, O Lord God? And 

what is my house, that You have 

brought me this far?” (2 Sam. 

7:18) David saw God’s good-

ness, mercy, grace, and blessing 

on him as overwhelming. He did 

not receive it as an entitlement, a 

just reward for being the last son 

of a lowly family in Bethlehem. 

He was always surprised by 

God’s graciousness toward him.  

The one fault that everyone                

remembers about David is the 

Bathsheba/Uriah incident. Oh,  

no debate here, it was a biggie  

to be sure! The consequences  

of such extended out in multiple 

directions – family and close          

associates were all impacted 

negatively. The passage in 1 

Kings 15:5 sums it up: “David  

did what was right in the eyes   

of the Lord, and had not turned 

aside from anything that He  

commanded him all the days of 

his life, except in the matter of 

Uriah the Hittite.” Broken family, 

broken relationships, untrustwor-

thy associates, and foolishness 

followed this one “exception” in 

David’s otherwise stellar leader-

ship as king. I bring this up           

because of HOW David reacted 

to God’s swift judgment and  

conviction that came through a 

ticked off prophet. WithNathan’s 

famous, “Thou art the man,”               

announcement, David repented.   

 (Continued on Page 11) 



2018 VBS Clinics                                                                                     

7:30  -  12:30 

 

  

March 3  -   Spring Place Baptist Church                      

         441 Highway 225 S                                

         Chatsworth, GA 30705 

March 10  -  Lakewood Baptist Church             

          2235 Thompson Bridge Road    

          Gainesville, GA 30501 

March 17  -  Flat Creek Baptist Church  

          161 Flat Creek Trail   

          Fayetteville, GA 30214  

2018 Lifeway VBS  

Register Online:  gabaptist.org/kids                                                                                         

Call 770-936-5286 with questions regarding registration 

As in the past, North Central Area Missions is available to help you and your 

church in obtaining Lifeway VBS materials.  We will receive your order, forward 

it to Lifeway and pick it up, then we will deliver it to your church. 

Your church pays the same for the literature whether you order thru North                    

Central or directly thru Lifeway.  North Central does receive a rebate from                  

Lifeway on all VBS orders purchased directly thru our office.  These funds are 

used to assist small or new start churches needing financial assistance in                        

conducting VBS programs. 

You may submit your VBS orders to our office                                                                                 

by email to janice@northcentral ga.org,                                                                                      

by fax to 770-384-8658                                                                                                          

or by calling our office at 770-384-8548. 

VBS Jumpstart 

This event is for Pastors and key VBS leadership. 

No Registration  -  Free Event 

February 13  -  Spring Place Baptist Church                           

 441 Highway 225 S                                              

      Chatsworth, GA 30705    

February 15  -  Flat Creek Baptist Church                       

   161 Flat Creek Trail                                                       

         Fayetteville, GA 30214        

For additional information, visit gabaptist.org/kids           

Early Bird Registration   

$15 by February 5, 2018 

   Regular Registration                                             

$20 by February 23, 2018 

  Late/At Door                                              

Registration $25.00 



For more information and to register, please visit www.gbace.org 

May 5  -  9am to noon                                                                

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church                                                    

850 Mt. Vernon Highway                                                

Atlanta, GA 30327 

Registration and information: gabaptist.org/churchcompliance                   

Questions: dsharitt@gabaptist.org  



For additional information, please visit groups@gabaptist.org  

Our Kids Ministry Summit is an annual event for Kid Ministers across our state. The purpose of             
our Summit is to provide an opportunity to network and build relationships with other Kid Ministers 
across our state and to provide training. Our event includes large group sessions, roundtable                     
discussion, and fellowship. 

Register and learn more at gabaptist.org/childrensmissionsday 



North Conference       South Conference                         

February 22, 2018     February 20, 2018                

8:30 AM - 3:30 PM     8:30 AM - 3:30 PM                       

Mountain Park First Baptist Church  Mabel White Baptist Church                         

5485 Five Forks Trickum Road   1415 Bass Road                        

Stone Mountain     Macon                                                                   

Featured Speaker:  Dr. Nelson Price  Featured Speaker:  Dr. Bill Ricketts 

To register and for more information,                                                                                        

visit https://gabaptist.org/groups/ 

or contact Pat Collins at 770-936-5285 or pcollins@gabaptist.org 

New Discipleship Kit 

Priscilla Shirer has revised and expanded her study                             

“Discerning the Voice of God” 

North Central Area Missions has this revised study available for 

check out by our Associational churches.  There are seven sessions 

that range from 16 minutes to 55 minutes in length.  The session  

titles are:               

  Session 1:  A Proactive Stance of Obedience                                                 

                     Session 2:  The Holy Spirit                                                                                 

   Session 3:  The Holy Spirit’s Voice                                                                  

   Session 4:  Reflective of His Heart                                                                  

   Session 5:  Revealing of His Plans                                                                     

   Session 6:  A Continual State of Readiness                                               

   Session 7:  Speak, Lord 

If you would like to reserve this study or others that we have in our library, please 

email janice@northcentralga.org or call 770-384-8548.  For a complete list of the                         

studies available, please go to www.northcentralga.org, click on Resources, then click 

on Discipleship Kits. 



SAVE THE DATE 

J  O  I  N   U S   O N   E I T H E R   D A T E 

Pastors Days at the Capitol 

February 1, 2018                                                                    

or                                                                                         

March 1, 2018   

9:30 AM - 2:00 PM                                                                

(Lunch Provided) 

Hosted by the Georgia Baptist Mission Board                   

To Register:  gabaptist.org/publicaffairs                   

For more information contact Karen Wheeler:               

770-936-5204                                                                         

email kwheeler@gabaptist.org 

An experience for women                

of all ages   

Atlanta Evergreen Marriott                                 

Conference Resort                            

Stone Mountain 

Registration and Information: gabaptistwomenspringevent.com 

 

Martha Lawley                              

Author & Speaker 

Dr, Will Whittaker                              

and Ivy Creek              

Baptist Church 

Worship Team 



The largest winter youth gathering in Georgia! 

For additional information, please visit https://moveconference.com 

MOVE Conference is an evangelistic student conference sponsored by the Student 
Groups and Faith Development office of the Georgia Baptist Mission Board.                              

The generous gifts of Georgia Baptists to global missions through the Cooperative 
Program help us continue to provide MOVE at such affordable rates.                                   

Thank you for giving.  

For additional information,                 

please visit https://ymconclave.org/  

YOUTH MINISTRY CONCLAVE is an annual leadership event in cooperation with 

seven state conventions.  Each year we provide a training event for youth pastors, leaders and 

volunteers.  Corporate worship breakout sessions, and networking are designed to equip and        

rejuvenate your youth ministry team. 

https://moveconference.com


The Baptist Mobile Health Ministry                   

is Seeking Additional Staff 

The Baptist Mobile Health Ministry is in need of                    

additional Mobile Unit drivers and coordinators for its 

two mobile dental units.  This is an opportunity for 

Christian men and women to be on mission for Christ 

by being a member of our team as we serve the                        

underserved of our state March through November of 

each year. 

These positions offer financial compensation, meals 

and lodging while on site and mileage reimbursement for travel to and from the                  

projects.   

If interested, please contact Diana Brown, RN, at dbrown@gabaptist.org                           

or Ted Kandler at tkandler@gabaptist.org or 770-936-5217 

Senior Adult                                        

  Homecoming 
Georgia Baptist Conference Center  -  Toccoa, GA 

Spring Homecoming 2018: Session 1 - April 23-25                                                     

           Session 2 - April 25-27 

Fall Homecoming 2018:  Session 1  -  October 22-24                            

              Session 2  -  October 24-26 

Christmas Homecoming 2018:  December 3-5 

For reservations or more information, call the Georgia Baptist Conference Center at 

706-886-3133 or email skaup@gabaptist.org 



Timeless Truths from the 

Oldest Voices  

The Lesson from David - “The 

Heart of the Matter is the                 

Matter of the Heart” Part 3 

2 Samuel 1-24 

                                                 
(Continued from page 3) 

He immediately repented. He  

did not make excuse. He did not 

try to bargain, deflect, or             

ignore this stinging accusation  

of words. He could have had  

Nathan’s head, but David went 

down on his knees and repented. 

Psalm 51 is the result of this 

man’s reaction to God’s convic-

tion. Oh, dear ones, read again 

this familiar song of repentance 

and reconciliation and you will 

see the humble nature of a                

“man after God’s own heart.”  

Undoubtedly, we can point the 

finger at David and declare the 

grotesqueness of his giving in to 

the temptation of adultery. We 

can all point to David and cry 

out, “Murderer!”, considering his 

action towards Bathsheba’s                

husband, Uriah. But we must   

also look into our own mirror.   

His indiscretions do not give us 

license to sin, they do however 

make us look into the eyes of the 

one person we do know is guilty 

of sin and see how we respond 

to the conviction of God, the 

pointing finger in the mirror that 

knows our heart and cries out,              

“I am the man!” Do we ignore 

that declaration? Do we walk 

away from the mirror with              

excuses, blaming someone 

else’s failures? Or do we fall to 

our knees in brokenness and  

sobriety of heart, confessing   

and repenting of our sins, saying, 

“Against Thee, and Thee only 

have I sinned and done this evil 

in Thy sight” (Ps 51:4).  

Another insight into the later life 

of David the king is found when 

he was once again going out in 

battle with his army. There were 

several skirmishes he encoun-

tered with the Philistines found in 

2 Samuel. One in particular was 

when he faced four more giants. 

The reason I find this one curi-

ous is because of the reference 

to “giants,” the cause of his pop-

ularity and the tool God used to 

thrust him into greatness. In this 

case, David did not fight these 4 

titans alone. He had help from 

his trusted soldiers by his side. 

This is critically important.               

Remember how many stones 

David collected out of the brook 

right before he faced the first  

giant, Goliath? He put 5 smooth 

stones in his shepherd’s bag. 

One was all he needed with           

Goliath. It’s interesting that he 

faced more giants later in life, 

and it’s the exact number of 

stones left in his bag. The                 

message here is that we need   

to prepare when we are young 

for the giants that we will face           

in the future. We also need to 

realize that we need the help of 

others in facing and fighting           

giants, sometimes more so later 

on in our journey.  

David is indeed a giant killer, a 

brave fighter, an exemplary          

leader, a military genius, a gifted 

songwriter, a talented musician, 

but most of all, a humble servant 

of the Lord. His legendary status 

and life events are worthy of 

study. He is a major player in Old 

Testament history and one that 

appeals to each of us in various 

ways. The characteristic that 

seems to follow him through his 

life from when he was a young 

boy fighting a bear defending a 

flock of sheep to being a king 

fighting 4 giants defending his 

nation, is his humble attitude. 

This characteristic is paramount 

in having a “heart after God’s 

own heart.” You can’t fake it.  

You either choose to have it or 

you don’t. 

Alan J. Morris 

 



December 2017 
4 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

7  Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

9 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

19 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

24 Christmas Eve 

25 Christmas Day 

22-Jan 1 Christmas Holidays - North Central Area Missions closed 

31 New Year’s Eve 

 

January 2018 
1 New Year’s Day 

2 North Central Area Missions Staff back in office 

4 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

13 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

15 MLK Day, North Central Area Missions closed 

17 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Slopes in Cumming, 11:00 AM 

29 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon, Red Lobster in Canton, 11:30 AM 

 

February 2018 
1 Talking Rock Baptist Church Food Trailer (10:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 

5 Hightower Baptist Association Preacher/Deacon Meeting, 7:00 PM 

10 Hightower Baptist Association Food/Clothing Bank (7:30 AM - 12:00 Noon) 

14 Roswell Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Clear Springs Baptist Church, 10:30 AM 

 Roswell Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

14 Valentine’s Day 

21 Lanier Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, Living Stones Church, 10:30 AM 

 Lanier Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

26 Etowah Baptist Association Executive Ministry Team Meeting, North Central office, 10:30 AM 

 Etowah Baptist Association Pastor’s Luncheon immediately following Executive Meeting, Place TBD 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

North Central Area Missions Team 

Alan Morris - Area Missionary                                            

Janice Dinsmore - Administrative Assistant                                   

Ramona Lively - Financial Secretary 

4206 North Arnold Mill Road, Woodstock, GA 30188                  

Phone:  770-384-8548    Fax: 770-384-8658                      

Website: www.northcentralga.org 


